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The Story of Brumus

The sad tale of a toy teddy bear

Read it and weep

by

Hans Wrang


Dedication

To my wife Hazel

I will never forget you


Introduction

A sad story with a sad ending.

A Toy Bears journey through

two World Wars

and beyond.




A bear's view of the world around him

as seen from window sills and book shelves


Chapter 1: Hello, this is me: Brumus


This is not going to be easy. Where do I begin?

I am a toy Teddy Bear. I have sat on shelves most of my long life as I cannot move on my own anymore. I rely on my owner to place me so I can see what is going on around me. That is not completely true. When I was younger I could move off my shelf when there was nobody around but due to my short legs and arms, all without any claws it had been difficult. It was the getting up onto the shelf again that was the problem, so now I rarely move about.

I am not one of the expensive ones with a tag in my ear or elsewhere. I am just ordinary, plain and not even brown. I am more grey and faded, due to my high age. But I am intact, no stuffing falling out. Not yet anyway. 

I am not sure how old I am, but my current owner is in her seventies and she received me in the post when she was about six and lived in a children's home. During her years there I always slept in her bed at night. Later when she was able to be reunited with her mother, I was allowed to stay with her and sat on a shelf above her bed.

Oh the things I saw then does not bear thinking about, excuse the pun.

But I am getting ahead of myself. I had a life, long before I was put on that shelf. Let me tell you my story, please.


Chapter 2: In the Beginning





If I remember right, and that is a big if indeed, I was created in the woods of Bohemia in the South Western most part of what was then Czechoslovakia, part of the Austrian-Hungarian Empire. Now I hear they call it the Czechia.

Never mind what they call it, it was then and still is now, I believe a beautiful corner of Europe. Forests, lakes, rivers and castles all over the place. In the midst of this, was a small village called Hůrka. 
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