
    
      
        
          
        
      

    


The Cat Who Waited by the Window

Whispers from an Old Window

By Rama
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Chapter 1: The First Shadow
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The morning light arrived like honey poured slowly over the rooftops of Puddle Lane. Eleanor Birch—Ellie to the few who knew her—stood at her kitchen sink, rinsing a single blue-speckled mug. The water was warm against her knuckles, and steam curled upward, carrying the faint scent of lavender soap.

Outside, the world was waking. A blackbird sang three clear notes, paused, then repeated them. Ellie’s flat was small—one bedroom, a living room she called her “sitting room,” and this kitchen where the window faced the brick wall of the post office. She had lived here for eleven years, and for eleven years, nothing had changed.

That was fine by her.

She dried the mug with a soft rag, her fingers tracing the small chip on the handle. Her mother had given her this mug. That was twelve years ago, just before the move into assisted living. Ellie didn’t think about that often. She placed the mug in the cupboard, closed the door, and the click of the latch was a period at the end of a sentence.

Her slippers—worn wool, grey as storm clouds—shushed against the floorboards as she walked to the sitting room. She lowered herself into the armchair by the window. The cushion sighed under her weight. Outside, the post office’s back wall was damp from last night’s rain, and a single rusted pipe dripped onto a mossy patch below.

Then she saw it.

A shadow. Small. Curled on the windowsill of the abandoned bakery across the narrow alley.

Ellie blinked. She had not noticed it yesterday. The shadow shifted. It was not a shadow at all, but a cat—a small, dark shape with its tail wrapped neatly around its paws. The morning sun did not quite reach that sill, so the cat sat in a pocket of cool grey, utterly still, facing the alley wall.
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