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  Preface



Introduction




This novel is inspired by real events that took place in eastern Libya in the early eighteenth century, during the era of Ottoman and Qaramanli rule.




The story is drawn from a well-known episode in Libyan oral history, preserved through generations of storytelling among tribes of the region—particularly in and around the city of Derna and the Green Mountain. Known in local tradition as Tajrīdat Ḥabīb—literally “Habib’s Expedition”—these events describe a period marked by tribal domination, oppression, resistance, and ultimately, a dramatic shift in power.




Because the history of this period was passed down primarily through oral narratives rather than formal written records, details vary between accounts. What remains consistent, however, is the core truth: a real struggle occurred, real lives were shaped by it, and its consequences are still remembered today.




This novel does not claim to be a strict historical record. Instead, it is a work of historical fiction that seeks to honor the spirit of those events. While major incidents, outcomes, and historical contexts are rooted in authentic tradition, dialogue, internal thoughts, and certain scenes have been imaginatively reconstructed to give emotional depth and narrative coherence.




The aim of this book is not only to tell a story of conflict and power, but to explore universal human themes—fear and dignity, mercy and revenge, silence and resistance—through a chapter of history rarely known beyond its homeland.




In bringing this story to an English-speaking audience, the hope is to offer a window into a land and a people whose past has too often been reduced to silence, and to remind the reader that history is not only written in archives, but also carried in memory.
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Chapter One – The Land of Fear




‏In the eastern reaches of Libya, where the green folds of the Jabal Akhdar leaned gently toward the sea, fear had become a way of life.




‏The land itself was generous. Springs flowed from stone, valleys breathed with fig trees and wild olives, and the air carried the scent of salt from the Mediterranean. Derna stood there like a jewel—white-walled, alive, and fertile—yet its beauty had long ceased to belong to those who lived upon it.




‏Power had a name, and that name was Awlad Ali.




‏Their horsemen moved across the plains like a shadow that could not be outrun. Armed, disciplined, and ruthless, they controlled the wells, the grazing lands, and the routes of travel. Water was permission. Land was obedience. To move, to graze, even to survive, smaller tribes were forced to bow their heads and wait for consent.







‏Every well had a watcher.




‏Every valley had a price.







‏The Awlad Ali did not rule by law, nor by treaty. They ruled by memory—by reminding others of past defeats, burned tents, and heads mounted on spears. Their victories were spoken of loudly; their cruelty, in whispers. Children learned fear before they learned their own tribal names.







‏Among the oppressed tribes, silence became a shield. Men spoke with their eyes, not their mouths. Women lowered their voices when the wind carried hoofbeats. Even elders, once proud leaders of their people, learned the art of endurance rather than resistance.







‏For no single tribe in the east could stand against them.







‏Derna, for all its rivers and gardens, was a city under watch. Its fertile lands fed not only its people, but the armies that ruled them. Its walls had seen blood before—enough to remember.
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