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Bennie Barrier’s Big City Adventures


The Tale Of The Ginger Cat
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New Year’s Eve was always a magical time for Bennie Barrier. A time when he looked forward to the new year and whatever surprises it may bring. Highway Harry brought his huge black speakers and flashing lights which all connected to his laptop and somehow played whatever songs you asked it to play. Bennie was very confused by how it all worked but he enjoyed watching all of his colleagues in the City Maintenance Team dancing, laughing and enjoying the party as he sat in the corner drinking his glass of cola.

“Come and join in Bennie, it’ll be fun!” Carlos Cone called out to him.

“I’m fine here, thank you,” Bennie replied.

Carlos Cone wandered over towards him. “What’s wrong?”

“I guess I’m not in the party mood tonight.”

“It’s your first new year’s eve with us, you should be enjoying yourself.”

“I know, it’s just seeing everybody with their families makes you realise how lonely you can be at times,” Bennie Barrier sighed.

“Have you lost contact with your family?” Carlos Cone asked.

“We used to work together in a big factory in Leicester. We all used to go out as part of the packaging for the crisps they used to make and then after we had been recycled, we all came back to the same place to be reused again. I always wanted to be the Cheese And Onion flavour but they always packaged me with the Ready Salted crisps instead.”

“Is that why you left there?”

“Kind of. I guess I wanted an adventure and I ended up in a different recycling plant where they made barriers and helped repair damaged cones. Luckily I was made into a barrier and sent out to join a Maintenance Team. The first team I joined wasn’t very nice. They sent me out in the pouring rain everyday to stand guard by a local school and the children used to come along and kept pushing me over. It was fun the first few times but then it became really annoying when I didn’t want to play anymore. They pushed me over so much that my joints broke and I had to go back to the recycling plant to be fixed. Then I ended up at the Hythe Village Maintenance Yard and Cornelius Cone was the first cone who really treated me well and became one of my best friends.”

“You miss him a lot don’t you.”

Bennie Barrier nodded. “I thought I could come into the city and make a difference. That I’d be able to lead my own team one day.”

“You already have made a difference. Everyone is so much happier since you took over the lead from Carlton Cone.”

“I guess,” Bennie sighed.

“What would Cornelius Cone be doing on New Year’s Eve?”

“Probably enjoying himself at one of Postman Pete’s concerts at the marina.”

Carlos Cone looked at his watch. “Well it’s too late to go there now but I’ve heard that Marv is rocking the guildhall in the city tonight. Come on, if we go now, we’ll be able to get there in time before the fireworks at midnight.”

Bennie Barrier agreed and the two friends left The Maintenance Yard and headed into the city centre. Hundreds of people were gathered in the streets dressed in outrageous costumes and celebrating the new year. There was a large stage set up outside the guildhall at the top of the High Street with musicians lined up and a couple of singers that Bennie didn’t recognise.

“Ah Bennie Barrier, I wondered when you might make an appearance!” Bradley Bollard called out as he wandered over towards them with his brother Barnaby Bollard close behind.

“I thought you two would be keeping guard at the shopping centre tonight,” Bennie Barrier replied.

“Normally we would be but we had to help Tilly Trolley and her new friend Tiberius Trolley bring the new year sign down here so Carrie Crane can lift it up at midnight.”
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