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Introduction


	For centuries, espionage was presented as a shadowy craft, a game of cunning and danger, a kind of romantic myth in which agents moved secretly through the corridors of history. However, behind that veil of glamour always lay a less decorated truth: espionage was never a heroic act or an isolated feat, but an organized system of surveillance and control, created to maintain power structures and stifle all forms of dissent.

	States, corporations and institutions learned early on that brute force is not always the most effective way. It is cheaper and less visible to listen than to shoot, to infiltrate than to invade, to manipulate than to prohibit. Thus was born a network of practices that eventually expanded to encompass everything: from the rumor sown in a tavern to the algorithms that filter global information. Espionage, in its essence, is nothing more than the appropriation of the privacy of others to turn it into a tool of domination.

	What in its beginnings was handcrafted - open letters on the sly, undercover agents, whispers bought with gold - was transformed with the advent of technology into an industrial-scale machine. The so-called "intelligence" agencies were actually dedicated, ninety-nine percent, to pure espionage: chase, search, store. Intelligence, understood as the creation of new knowledge, barely occupied a marginal corner. The focus was always on surveillance. Information is not interpreted, it is hoarded; surveillance is not a means, it becomes an end in itself.

	This book tries to dismantle that machinery. Not to repeat technical manuals or detail protocols, but to show the paradigms that sustain it, the methods that feed it and the effects it produces on entire societies. To speak of espionage is to speak of power: the power to see without being seen, to manipulate without being discovered, to control without giving explanations. And at the same time, it is to speak of resistance: of how a system based on opacity can be challenged if it is exposed to the light.

	Espionage is not a myth; it is a concrete practice that crosses centuries and technologies. It did not end with the wars of the past, nor is it limited to spy movies. It lives in the phones we carry, in the networks where we talk, in the diagnoses imposed on us, in the decisions made behind closed doors about what we are allowed or not allowed to say. Understanding it is a first step to recover that which espionage seeks to erase: the freedom to think, speak and act without each movement becoming the property of another.
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