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«... music heard so deeply

that it isn’t heard at all, but
you are the music

while the music
lasts.»











Thomas Stearns Eliot

('The Four Quartets': 'The Dry Salvages',
V)
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«There is none like thee among the
dancers;

None with swift
feet.»











Ezra Pound

('Dance Figure')
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«A song to fall like water on my
head,

And over quivering limbs, dream
flushed to glow!»











Elizabeth Bishop

('I Am In Need Of Music')


Introduction

 by

Daniel J. Brick






Has it been said often enough that the Arts
civilized, and continue to civilize humanity? Such an essential
fact can never be affirmed too often, especially if we want to
increase knowledge and support of the Arts.

If the Arts are to continue their service to
civilization, their value must be repeatedly affirmed, until it
sinks deeply within people's consciousness and forms a universal
bond between the people and their culture. There is certainly at
least one art or artistic component that will touch each individual
profoundly. Artists who live intimately with and through their
given art certainly know how their very existence is blessed, but
we must expand that experience to include those who are not artists
but rather the necessary audience. They must realize their role as
receivers is as important as that of the makers: their appreciation
is the final stage of artistic creativity.

Our title for this anthology of odes to
the arts —'A
Brush, A Note, A Word'—
refers to three distinct arts, namely, music, poetry and painting.
These three will be representative of the vast array of human
creativity. There are three components of artistic creation, each
will be illustrated by one art form and a representative artist.
Below is an outline of this Introduction:

REPETITION: The Process of Art > Painting >
Sonya May

WORK: The Creation of Art > Music >
Karlheinz Stockhausen

JOY: The Result of Art > Poetry > Robert
Bly

 


I. Repetition: The Process of
Art

Repetition is the essence of the Universe
and our lives within it. The great procession of the galaxies, with
billions of stars in motion, the patterned movement of planets and
moons within a star system, the oblique orbits of meteors and
comets –all these
celestial objects attest to the cosmic fact of repetition. When we
scale down our observation and focus on just the earth, we see
multiple patterns of repetition in objects and living
things.

Nothing is stationary, as time moves through
seasons and space is altered by weather, climate and change. And
every day we see animals, large and small, repeating behaviors of
yesterday, both individual behavior and species behavior are
characterized by instinct, which is the engine of repetition. We
humans, of course, are less dependent on instincts, because we have
intelligence. Certainly intelligence developed out of instincts,
transcending their limitations, giving individual humans more
options for their actions and the ability to create individual
patterns of behavior for that smallest of unit of life, the
individual human being, who through analysis of his/her
circumstances can decide upon the best course actions, which are
then repeated as the most logical, safest best pattern of
life.

In the arts repetition is the path of mastery.
John Gielgud is said to have performed the role of Hamlet more than
any actor in history. Only his innate modesty and respect for
Shakespeare's genius kept him from claiming he had mastered the
role. Those who witnessed his stage performances several times
readily called him the master. A pianist of the caliber of Glenn
Gould achieves greatness by rehearsing 'The Goldberg Variations'
over and over, performing them again and again, continually
discovering new details for each new performance. And the venerable
Robert Frost was still reciting from memory poems he had written
just before World War I in the 1960s and still charming audiences
who knew them almost as well as he did.

I have a friend, Sonya May, who is a painter and a
wonderful one. The first time I visited her studio, she showed me
her recent works, works in progress, finished works, and copies of
works by painters she admired. I was overwhelmed by the sheer
volume and abundant evidence of creativity. And she was soon to
embark on a new series of paintings she called 'Disconnections',
which explored the way models were being forced in postures and
poses that are unnatural. She envisioned many paintings, which
would embody the general theme, each presenting an aspect of the
whole, creating a series which in music is called "Theme And
Variations." Each day in her studio she pursued this project, the
days blurring together but the number of paintings with their
individual merits mounting. Each painting both clarified some
aspect of 'Disconnections' and opened up new possibilities for the
next painting. But repetition plays a role in the painter's life
which is both routine and symbolic at the same time. I wrote a poem
for Sonya which closes with this theme. In the poem she is engaged
in self talk about both the repetition and the
differences:

It's past

five pm ...

So this is the life

of an artist today:

Day in day out

I put brush to paint,

paint to canvas,

canvas to wall. And

it is enough...

 


II. Work: The Creation of
Art
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