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Thank you for picking up this book. Whether you've been with me since Haiku Traditions or are discovering my work for the first time, your interest in this poetry means more to me than I can express.

Wild Orchids is my third published collection and marks a departure from my earlier books. Haiku Traditions introduced readers to the 5-7-5 syllable form. Haiku Evolution traced my transition to a contemporary free-form style. Both books included introductions to each poetry form, offering context and history alongside the poems. Wild Orchids steps away from that approach. There are no primers here, no explanations of what haiku or senryu are or how they work. This book is simply poetry – 300 poems meant to be experienced on their own terms.

Whether you're a seasoned lover of short-form poetry or a newcomer guided by curiosity, you'll find your own way into these poems. They work the way a good photograph works – you don't need to know the photographer's intentions to be moved by the image. They ask only for your attention and a quiet moment to ponder them.

This collection features 200 haiku and 100 senryu, all written in the contemporary free-form style that has become my natural voice as a poet. The haiku are arranged across five sections – Spring, Summer, Autumn, Winter and Muki1 – while the senryu stand on their own, exploring everything from simple humor to the complexities and contradictions of everyday life. Among these 300 poems, 30 were previously published in poetry journals and anthologies, chosen by editors who share a dedication to the craft.
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