
    
      
        
          
        
      

    


Before the Storm — the beginning of Ethan and Grace’s journey.
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Beyond the Chair: A Love That Never Fails

Faith, Love, and Triumph Against All Odds
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Chapter 1: Before the Storm
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“Two are better than one, because they have a good return for their labor: If either of them falls down, one can help the other up.” – Ecclesiastes 4:9–10

The sun dipped low across the horizon, painting the sky in strokes of orange and gold. Ethan Parker stood by the window of their small countryside home, the warm light washing over his face. Life, in that moment, felt almost perfect. He had worked hard to get here—a steady job, a loving wife, and dreams that seemed within reach.

Grace walked in from the kitchen, her laughter ringing like a song that never grew old. She carried a tray with two steaming mugs of coffee, setting them on the wooden table beside the window. Ethan turned to look at her, and as always, the sight of her took his breath away. Her auburn hair caught the light, and her smile was the kind that could melt away every care.

“You’re staring again,” she teased, her eyes dancing with amusement as she handed him a mug.

“Can you blame me?” Ethan replied, his lips curving into a grin. “You’re my favorite view.”

She shook her head and sat beside him, tucking her legs beneath her. They sipped their coffee in companionable silence, the kind that comes only after years of knowing someone’s heart inside and out.

Ethan reached over and laced his fingers through hers. “Grace,” he began softly, “do you ever feel like... we’re on the edge of something big? Like God is about to do something incredible with our lives?”

Grace tilted her head, considering his words. “Every day,” she whispered. “But Ethan, even if nothing changes—if it’s just us, this home, this love—I’m happy.”

Her words struck deep. That was Grace—content in the simple, unwavering in her faith. Ethan admired that about her. Still, he couldn’t help but dream big. He had plans for a new business, a life where he could give Grace everything she deserved.

But dreams are fragile things. And sometimes, life has a way of rewriting the story when you least expect it.

—-

[image: ]


The Life They Loved

The Parkers’ love story wasn’t grand in the world’s eyes, but to them, it was everything. They had met in college, bonded over late-night study sessions and long talks about faith, and built a life on shared values. Grace worked as a teacher at the local school, while Ethan managed a construction firm—a job he loved for the sense of accomplishment it gave him.

Saturdays were their sacred time. They’d pack a picnic, drive out to the hills, and spend hours just talking about the future. Children were in their plans—a boy named Caleb, maybe a little girl named Hope. They dreamed of a home filled with laughter, the walls echoing with the sound of tiny footsteps.

But beyond the laughter and dreams, their marriage was rooted in something deeper: faith. Every night, before turning out the lights, they prayed together. Sometimes the prayers were short, simple thank-yous. Other times, they were long and tearful, as they poured their hearts out to God.

Neither of them knew that those prayers were laying the foundation for what was coming.
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The Calm Before the Breaking Point

That evening, as they cleared the dishes and curled up on the couch, Ethan rested his head on Grace’s lap. She ran her fingers through his hair, a soft smile playing on her lips.

“Promise me something,” she said suddenly.

“Anything.”

“No matter what happens in life—good or bad—we’ll face it together.”

Ethan opened his eyes, meeting hers. “Grace, I swear to you, there’s nothing in this world that could change the way I love you. Nothing.”

If only they had known how much those words would be tested.

OEBPS/d2d_images/cover.jpg
BEYOND THE
CHAIR

A LOVE THAT NEVER FAILS

RIAAN VAN DER MERWE





OEBPS/d2d_images/chapter_title_above.png





OEBPS/d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_right.png





OEBPS/d2d_images/chapter_title_below.png





OEBPS/d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_left.png





OEBPS/d2d_images/scene_break.png





