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​Chapter One – Blaze in the Dark
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The block stayed loud even when the sun dipped, gun smoke still hanging in the air like incense. Sirens wailed somewhere far, but around here? Ain’t nobody calling cops. Around here, problems get handled quick, dirty, and final.

I pulled my hoodie tighter, watching the dice game on the corner split fast when King’s black Charger rolled slow down the street. All that muscle under the hood, all that muscle behind the wheel it was the kind of presence that made grown men step back, made women bite their lips like they already knew.

And me? My knees damn near buckled just hearing his bass knock before he even parked.

“Hop in,” King said, voice low, commanding, like he ain’t askin’—he never did.

The Charger door swung open. The smell of leather and smoke wrapped around me the second I slid in, his heavy palm resting on my thigh before I even got the seatbelt clicked. Heat rushed up my thighs, a pulse climbing straight to my pussy.

“You out here waitin’ for trouble, ma?” he asked, tone sharp.
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