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      I frowned at my mom through the phone screen. She was smiling widely as she packed her bags, and I guess I should have been happy that she was happy, but instead, I was downright hurt and a bit pissed.

      “What do you mean I can’t come for Christmas this year?” I demanded.

      Ever since my father had passed away four years ago due to a very unexpected heart attack, Mom had never been the same. But we always made sure to come together for every holiday because it was what dad would have wanted. Coming together for the holidays meant everything to him.

      But this year, that was changing.

      Mom had just remarried over the summer. I didn’t like the guy, not to mention, they eloped to Vegas, so I didn’t even get to see my mom get married again. I would have liked to have been a part of that.

      This guy was a douche bag though, and my mother couldn’t see past it. All she saw were all the shiny new things, all the expensive trips, and all of his wining and dining.

      I was sick of it, especially now when he was trampling all over our tradition, not to mention all of the money I’d spent for this trip.

      “Exactly what I said, hun,” she said, her annoyance with me clear in her words. I blinked back tears. This was another thing that had changed. She just didn’t have time for me anymore. “He surprised me with a trip to the Bahamas for Christmas. It’s going to be so warm!” she squealed, not even noticing that I was upset. Before this guy, she could pick it up without even looking at my face through the screen.

      I shook my head when she wasn’t looking. I wished I could reach through the phone and throttle her. I had already purchased my plane ticket, and I couldn’t get a refund. Five hundred dollars that I busted my ass off to earn were now down the drain, and with my occupation, money wasn’t just lying around everywhere.

      But I knew my mother wouldn’t care about that. She’d just wire me the money from her “allowance” account as if that would solve the entire problem. I hated it, and I hated even more that her evil, monster of a husband had changed my mom like this.

      “Oh, honey, I’ve got to run to the store – need to get a new swimsuit.” She blew me a kiss. I didn’t even get an ‘I love you’ before she hung up the phone.

      A bitter feeling swirled in my chest. With an angry, upset huff, I tossed my phone on the bed and stripped out of my work clothes, heading for the closet to change into something comfier so I could wallow in my self-pity.

      Guess I would be lounging around in PJs for the next two weeks while my mother galivanted around the fucking Bahamas.
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        * * *

      

      My phone rang with an unknown number from in front of me. With a sigh, I grabbed it up, pulling it up to my ear. “Hello?”

      “Merry Christmas,” a very sexy voice rumbled in my ear. Every feminine part of me tingled at the deep baritone of his voice. Fuck, his voice was the thing dreams were made of – and orgasms. “Santa wants to know what you’d like for Christmas, baby girl.”

      A silly, girly giggled spilled from my lips. I was on my third glass of wine for the night, and hell, what was the harm in playing along? I was surrounded by kids when I wasn’t at home, and I desperately needed a little fun in my life after the bomb my mother dropped on me earlier.

      I twirled my red hair around my finger. “I’d like these next two weeks to be filled with sinful moments,” I confessed.

      A growl resounded from the other end of the phone. I rubbed my thighs together, an ache settling deep inside me. “Just two weeks, princess?” another deep voice asked.

      My breath hitched in my throat at the sound of that throaty voice. It sounded familiar, but I couldn’t pinpoint where I’d heard it from. “Two weeks would be a trial run,” I breathed.

      “What kind of sinful moments do you want, princess?” he asked me. “We like rewarding good girls.”
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