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            Like many of the minor prophets, nothing is known about the prophet except what can be inferred from the book. In the case of Habakkuk, inside information is almost non-existent, making conclusions of his identity and life conjecture. His simple introduction as "The Prophet Habakkuk" may imply that he needed no introduction because he was a known prophet of his day. It is certain that he was a contemporary of Jeremiah, Ezekiel, Daniel and Zephaniah.

 

The mention of the Chaldeans (1:6) suggests a date in the late seventh century B.C., shortly before Nebuchadnezzar would begin his military march through Nineveh (612 B.C.), Haran (609 B.C.) and Carchemish (605 B.C.) on his way to Jerusalem (605 B.C.). Habakkuk's bitter lament (21:-4) may reflect a period of time shortly after the death of Josiah (609 B.C.), days when the reforms of the godly king (2 Kgs 23) were quickly changed by his successor, Jehoiakim (Jer 22:13-19).

 

The opening verses reveal a historical situation similar to the days of Amos and Micah. Essentially, righteousness had disappeared from the land; violence and ungodliness were everywhere, existing unchecked. In the midst of these dark days, the prophet cried out for divine intervention (1:2-4). God's response that He was sending the Chaldeans to judge Judah (1:5-11), creates an even greater theological dilemma for Habakkuk. Why did God not purify His people and restore their righteousness? How could God use the Chaldeans to judge a people more righteous than they (1:12-2:1)? God's answer that He would also judge the Chaldeans (2:2-20) did not fully satisfy the prophet's theological dilemma; in fact, it only intensified it. In Habakkuk's mind the issue crying out for resolution was no longer God's just response to evil (or lack of good), but the defense of God's person and covenant with his people (1:13). Like Job, the prophet argued with God and through that experience gained a deeper understanding of God's sovereign person and a firmer faith in Him (Job 42:5, 6; Isa 55:8, 9 ).Finally, Habakkuk realized that God was not to be worshiped simply for the temporal blessings He bestowed, but for who He is (3:17-19).
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This book is one of those called minor prophets. The books of Nahum, Habakkuk and Zephaniah have much in common. Each of these books presents us with a different facet of the way God deals with mankind, showing us how God's government is integrated into the government of men, and the way God deals with the individual person.

Another similarity between these three books is that they come from approximately the same time period. In fact, all three could have been contemporary and there is a possibility that they were, although it is very difficult to pinpoint a specific date, for many of these prophets. And indeed, the same is true of many books of the Old Testament. In reality, the exact dates are not important. But at least we know that these books of Habakkuk, Nahum, and Zephaniah come from the period between the kings Josiah and Jehoiakim. In that same period one can also include the prophet Jeremiah. The northern kingdom had already been carried into captivity, and the southern kingdom was about to be carried into captivity. And after King Josiah, every king that followed him was a wicked king. So we can say that Nahum, Habakkuk and Zephaniah exercised their ministry in that period of decline.

Now, although there are similarities, these books also differ from each other. The prophet Nahum dealt only with the city of Nineveh, which was the capital of the Assyrian empire. This prophet showed how God is just and at the same time, a God of love, who acted correctly in judging that nation.

The prophet Habakkuk dealt with this subject from a somewhat different point of view. He was a man who raised questions. He was troubled by God's apparent indifference to the sin of his own people. And he asked God why he did not do something about it. We must recognize that in our time there are many people who, faced with the injustice and evil that prevail in this world, wonder why God does not do something, why he does not intervene in human affairs to stop the violence, injustice and suffering that millions of people endure.

God answered Habakkuk that question by informing him that He was preparing a nation, Babylon, to punish the kingdom of Judah (or southern kingdom), leading it as a captive into slavery, unless its inhabitants changed their way of life. But if Habakkuk had a problem before, after hearing God's answer, he had another problem: Why would God use Babylon, which was a much more wicked, pagan and idolatrous nation than his own people, to punish Judah? Then God revealed to Habakkuk that He was not yet finished dealing with Babylon, because He would judge her as well. That would be God's method.

It should also be noted that this book is very important because of its relationship to the New Testament. It is generally recognized that the three great doctrinal books of the New Testament are Romans, Galatians and Hebrews, each of which cites the prophet Habakkuk. In fact, the Biblical passage of Habakkuk 7:4, which says that the just shall live by faith, constitutes the antecedent of the message of these three books of the New Testament. Thus, this short book emerges on the horizon of the Holy Scriptures as an important work. Let us not allow its brevity to diminish its importance because, after all, such importance is not determined by the length of what one writes, but by the content, that is, by what one expresses. Now we will say something about the:

Author

The name Habakkuk means "to embrace". Martin Luther left us a remarkable definition of this term, saying the following: "Habakkuk means one who embraces another person, that is, who takes him in his arms. In this sense, God embraces His people, takes them in His own arms, that is, He comforts them, sustains them, just as one embraces a crying child to reassure it, with the assurance that it will soon feel better." 

The prophet Habakkuk left us no data about his personal life, nor about the time in which he lived. We consider him as the unbelieving disciple of Jesus called Thomas; Habakkuk would be like the Thomas of the Old Testament, because his brain could be compared to a question mark. He was not a prophet in the strict sense of the word. This book is a work like, for example, the book of Jonah; in it, Habakkuk told us about his own experience with God, detailing his questions to God and God's answers. We can write over his name a big question mark until, in the last chapter, and especially in the last two or three verses, we can write an exclamation point. This book is, then, the personal experience of the prophet expressed in poetry, just as Jonah, in his book, expressed it in prose.

Habakkuk was an interesting character and has written a beautiful book, which is characterized as a true literary excellence. The final chapter is actually a song or psalm of praise and worship to God, as well as a wonderful work of literature. We will now say something about:

The shape of the book

The final sentence of the book, which reads: "To the chief of the singers. For stringed instruments", reveals that this book is a song. The phrase was placed there addressed to the conductor of the orchestra and choir. The final chapter of the book constitutes a psalm of great beauty. In fact, the whole prophecy is a real gem. Some authors have translated it with the measure and structure of a verse. Several experts in Hebrew have described this work highlighting the selected turns of the language, its vocabulary and its magnificent poetry. 

Message from the book

This brief work begins with a penumbra, with shadows, and culminates with the brightness of glory. As we advanced above, it begins with a question mark and ends with an exclamation point. Habakkuk is like a huge "Why." Why God permits evil has been, throughout the centuries, a question with which every thinking and reflecting mind has grappled. We believe this book is the answer to that question. Will God correct the injustice that prevails in this world? Well, this book attempts to answer that question: Is God doing something about the evils, abuses and unjust situations in this world? The answer of this book is yes, he is. We believe it is possible to reduce the doubt of Thomas in the New Testament, the doubt of Habakkuk in the Old Testament, and that of contemporary man, to a single word of interrogation: "Why?" This is the fundamental question of the human race. When we sum up all questions to a lowest common denominator we come, then, to this basic question, "Why?"

We can see that the message of the prophet Habakkuk is almost the opposite of the message of the prophet Nahum. In the book of Nahum God was acting with judgment, and the fundamental question was: how could God be a God of love and judge in the way he was doing? Here in the book of Habakkuk the question was rather the opposite: Why doesn't God do something to remedy the evil of this world?

We will now summarize the:

Subject of the book

The theme of this work is faith. This writer has been called the prophet of faith. In this sense, the famous Biblical phrase of chapter 2:4: "The just shall live by faith", as we also mentioned before, has been quoted three times in the New Testament: in the letter of the apostle Paul to the Romans 1:17, in the letter, also of the apostle Paul, to the Galatians 3:11, and in the letter to the Hebrews 10:38.

Below, we are going to present an outline of the book of Habakkuk, that is, an outline that constitutes a sort of summary of the work, including only the main headings that head the chapters and paragraphs, so that you can see more clearly the structure of this work, and how the author went about developing the themes that he set out to communicate. This outline can also be useful to study the book, to locate in your Bible the various sections into which the work is divided, with their respective titles and key phrases. It is like contemplating it in a general overview, before concentrating on the details of this work, which we will be examining in the next 9 studies.

We have summarized the book in three main divisions: I) the prophet's perplexity (chapter 1); II) the prophet's perception (chapter 2) and III) the prophet's pleasure (chapter 3).

Let us look then, first of all, at the summary of the first division, entitled "The prophet's perplexity" (chapter 1). In this chapter we have 3 paragraphs: the first one is entitled "The first problem of the prophet", in chapter 1, verses 1 to 4. The second paragraph is entitled "God's answer" and covers verses five through 11. Here verse 8 summarizes its content in one sentence: "God was raising up the Chaldeans to punish the kingdom of Judah". The third paragraph is entitled "The Prophet's Second Problem" and runs from verse 12 to 17. In this paragraph two key questions are highlighted: Why does God allow His people to be punished by a nation more wicked than His people? Why did He not destroy the Chaldeans?

Let us now look at the summary of the second division, entitled "The perception of the prophet (chapter 2). In this chapter we have four paragraphs: the first is entitled "The practice of the prophet" and is found in verse 1, explained in the phrase "The prophet presented his secret problem, in intimacy with God". The second paragraph is entitled "The patience of the prophet" and covers verses 2 and 3. Here the theme is summarized in the phrase "He waited for the vision". The third paragraph is entitled "The human perspective of the prophet," which is summarized in verse 4, describing in a few words the great division of humanity in its attitude toward God. One group, the unbelievers, is headed for destruction. The other group, by faith, is headed toward God. This division is inevitable. And the fourth paragraph is entitled "The Parable of the Prophet", and extends from verse 5 to verse 20. The Chaldeans, in turn, would be destroyed. God was acting between the actions.

The third and last major division of this book is entitled "The Prophet's Pleasure" (chapter 3). In this chapter the first paragraph is entitled "The Prophet's Prayer," and comprises verses 1 and 2. The theme highlights that the prophet, who had thought that God was doing nothing about the evil prevalent in this world, pleaded with God to remember to be compassionate and merciful. Did Habakkuk fear that God was doing too much, or that He was going to overreach? The second paragraph is entitled "God's program" and runs from verse 3 to verse 17. Verse 8 was highlighted here, in which God was depicted moving majestically in his own chariot of salvation. And finally, the third paragraph is entitled "The Prophet's Position," which we can read in verses 18 and 19. In verse 18 it was emphasized that the prophet would rejoice in the Lord. He had gone from an experience of pain, to one of pleasure. And so we come to the:

Habakkuk 1

In accordance with the schematic summary just presented, this chapter is headed by a paragraph entitled:

The perplexity of the prophet

Let us then read the first verse, which reads as follows:

"Prophecy which the prophet Habakkuk received in a vision."

The term prophecy here refers to judgment. In reality, this was not Habakkuk's question, but rather the Lord's answer. So God's answer truly constitutes the prophecy of the book of Habakkuk. The Lord's answer was the judgment or punishment that this prophet called "prophecy," as did the other Old Testament prophets.

We advise you once again, as we often do, to prepare yourself for our next chapter. And the best way to do this is to read the first chapter of this book of Habakkuk, perhaps underlining anything that catches your attention. We have always emphasized how important it is for us to maintain a fluid contact and relationship with our readers. So we are at your disposal to clarify any doubts or questions you may have. In this sense, you can contact us in the way you consider most appropriate. Surely you will have noticed that the questions raised in this book reflect an undeniable reality, because these questions will have been present in our minds and in everyone's, more than once. And many people may try to explain their distance from God by having been confronted with these questions, related to God's action in history, in the world of our time, and in the individual lives of human beings. And they must have felt like the prophet Habakkuk, perplexed, confused or annoyed, especially when observing, and many times suffering, the evils and injustices and at the same time, being aware of the growing development of evil, corruption and abuses that are committed daily with apparent impunity. That is to say, that in the face of this painful situation, they have believed to observe an attitude of indifference or passivity on the part of God. Faced with these states of mind, many have tried to seek answers or explanations that lie outside the Holy Scriptures. With the desire to help you, we thank you for your attention to this chapter, and we hope to count you among our readers as we begin this new stage of our extensive journey "through the Bible". 
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Habakkuk 1:1-9
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our study of this book of Habakkuk, the prophet whom we have called "The Thomas of the Old Testament", the man who had a question mark in his mind. But we must say that these were normal questions, which also arise in the minds of the people of our time and often also in believers. In chapter 1 we will examine the section entitled "the perplexity of the prophet".

Let us read the first verse, which reads as follows:

"Prophecy which the prophet Habakkuk received in a vision."

The term prophecy here refers to judgment. In reality, this was not Habakkuk's question, but rather the Lord's answer. So God's answer truly constitutes the prophecy of the book of Habakkuk. The Lord's answer was the judgment or punishment that this prophet called "prophecy," as did the other Old Testament prophets.
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