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There was a pain in Alec’s head that wouldn’t go away.  
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It had woken him, forcing him to swim into consciousness through a thick haze of sleep. 

He was freezing. Colder than he ever thought he’d been. He shivered convulsively, squinting his eyes shut against the assault of the pale sunlight beating down on him. He must have left his blinds open, he thought. His head was killing him, payment for the fifth pint.

Rubbing his face, Alec was shocked by the incredible stiffness in his hands, startling himself to life as the freezing skin touched his face. He breathed, body trembled, his head splitting, dueling sensations that all lead to the same bitterness. A greasy, dirty feeling encased Alec, skin slick with a sheen of sweaty-cold dirt combined with the headache. The fug of a hangover wasn’t there, though. He sat up slowly feeling grimy and used, just like he did after a long night partying, but more so... an exhausted sick-to-the-bone intensity settled on him.

Alec forced his eyes open expecting to see his bedroom, the familiar yellowing popcorn ceiling. Instead, he was greeted by the sky, pale behind a thin layer of white-grey clouds. Opening his eyes wide with an effort, lashes held by tiny granules of ice, Alec lowered his gaze to his hands, shaking and blue in front of him, smeared with thick red blood. Alec gasped in fear, nose crackling with rigid cold frozen hairs, watching as the blood darkened and frosted in the crisp air.
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