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Daphne has had her heart set on being Alpha ever since she was a little cub. Everything she's done has been to prepare her for taking over the Rawr County Wolf Pack. She knows she's going to be a fair and wonderful leader, but when the pack elders hit her with a leadership requirement, she's caught off guard.

She has to get MARRIED?

She doesn't even have time to date! How is she going to find a husband?

Fletcher is the kind of guy who never turns down a dare. He especially doesn't turn down a dare from curvy, luscious women he meets in bars. When one particularly adorable woman dares him to marry her, he thinks it's a joke, but when he wakes up married to the wolf alpha the next day, he realizes he just might be in over his head.

Will the pack accept Fletcher as Daphne's mate?

Will they suspect their marriage isn't exactly legit?

And who in the pack seems determined to sabotage Daphne's rule as leader? 
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Daphne

I gripped the glass in front of me so tightly that my fingers hurt, which wasn’t an easy feat. As a wolf shifter, my muscles were stronger than I gave them credit for, and pain was something I didn’t often experience. The music in the bar was loud, but I barely noticed as I clung to the empty tumbler in front of me and hoped that I would figure out how the hell I was supposed to get out of this mess.

A shadow appeared in front of me.

“Another one?”

“Yes,” I whispered, shoving the glass forward without looking up.

Another one would be perfect.

The bartender standing behind the bar stood there for a moment. I looked up in time to see her rolling her eyes. Of course, she was rolling her eyes. Of course, she thought I was completely lame.

Because I was.

She turned around to start making me another drink. A wolf margarita was just what I needed today, and One More Howl was the best place in Rawr County, Colorado to get them. I didn’t care that the barely 21-year-old bartender was judging me for my drinking habits or for the fact that I was hanging out in a bar I was much too old to be at. I didn’t care about anything except getting very, very drunk and making very, very bad decisions.

And hopefully, possibly, figuring out where I was going to get myself a husband on short notice.

I turned around as she worked on my drink and surveyed my options. I was supposed to be looking for a spouse right about now, but that wasn’t as fun as it sounded. 

Correction: that wasn’t fun at all.

So, instead of doing that, I was busy scoping out the college guys who were hanging out here in One More Howl. I was looking at these guys who were giving off “I just spent my first semester at college” vibes, and I was wondering whether any of them were going to try to buy me drinks – and if I’d let them.

Was I the kind of woman who would let a young cub buy me drinks?

I was tonight.

Because tonight wasn’t a normal sort of night. Tonight was the kind of night where your dreams all come together or fail miserably, and I wasn’t sure which one it was going to be. Tonight was the night I found out that if I didn’t hurry up and get married, I wasn’t going to be the Alpha of my pack when my father retired in just a few weeks.

That honor was going to go to my arch-nemesis, Luke.

Or Cameron.

Or Tyrone.

It wasn’t that there was anything particularly evil or horrible about any of those guys. There was nothing wrong with the dudes. They weren’t supervillains or monsters or storybook characters who had to help wage a war between good and evil. They were just normal, ordinary people. They’d probably be fine leading the pack, if I was being honest, but they weren’t passionate. They had no passion. 

That was something reserved for me.

I was the passionate one.

And I had some incredible ideas for the pack. They were things I’d been working on for absolute decades. I’d spent years upon years looking for ways to make the pack grow and change. I’d searched endlessly for ideas to get people excited and working as a team, and I thought I’d make an incredible addition to the leadership team, which consisted of the alpha and the beta.

The alpha was currently my father.

The beta?

His wife, my bonus mom.

When he retired, Selena would, too. Then it would be up to me to choose the right beta for the pack, and I had no idea who I was going to choose.

That was, if it even went to me.

I glanced around the bar again. Before I could get too excited about any of my prospects, the bartender set the glass down in front of me. A little bit of liquid splashed over the side of the glass. I looked up at her and caught her eye, but she only shrugged. Okay, so cleanliness wasn’t the biggest deal at this bar. Got it. 

“Want to start a tab?” She sounded bored when she asked me. I was almost certain she was stifling a yawn at my expense.

“I already started one,” I reminded her. I hadn’t been here so long that she should have forgotten, but this place wasn’t exactly living up to my expectations at the moment. 

“Oh yeah. What’s the name again?” The bartender reached for her tablet and started swiping through names as she looked for my bill.

“Daphne.”

She looked up in surprise. “You sure?”

“I’m sure. Why?” I sighed. What could be going wrong now?

“Because the only Daphne we have on the list is paying for, uh, that party,” she pointed to the corner where a group of wannabe frat bros were laughing and slapping each other on the backs.

“Are you serious?” I sighed. Just what I needed: people who tried to put their drinks on my tab. It had happened before, although not at this bar, and it wasn’t something I thought I’d have to deal with again for a long, long time. After all, who was that shady and that conniving that they’d need to?

“I’m serious,” she said. “That’s the Daphne we have on file.”

I sighed. “How much have they charged?” I rubbed my forehead just above my nose, rubbing my skin in concentric circles.

“Uh,” the bartender suddenly realized that there might have been a billing error on her part, and she touched the screen in front of her. “Six fifty.” Six dollars? That wasn’t bad. Then she bit her lip and added, “and seventy-five cents.”

“Let me get this straight.” I started to see red, but I took a deep breath. I needed to stay calm. Shifting here in this bar was going to get me nowhere. Changing into my wolf form would do nothing but cause problems.

“Yes?”

“You let those guys run up half a grand on my tab and you didn’t even ask them for ID or anything?” I narrowed my eyes, frowning at her. This couldn’t be happening. It just couldn’t. Out of all of the crap I had to deal with today, confronting cheap assholes was at the very bottom of my priority list. 
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