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​Chapter 1 – The Free Minds
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In 1967 Guenther Schmidt is working as an astrophysicist at NASA. As a thirty-five year old he has achieved a lot and is climbing the corporate ladder fast and as head of the research department he has a lot of responsibilities. America is behind in the space race and the pressure to overtake the Soviet Union and to be first to set foot on the moon weighs heavy on everybody at NASA, including Guenther. He is no longer enjoying his job, as he is not keen on participating in office politics, but in a highly competitive world nobody can survive without playing politics. Guenther hates himself every time he has to use politics to get his way and he has made the decision that he no longer wants to work for a large organisation like NASA. He still has to discuss this with his wife Heidi though. They are currently living the American dream. They are both second generation immigrants from Germany and they have good jobs. Heidi is one of only a few female theoretical physicists in the country. They are both paid good salaries and they make a comfortable living together. They don’t have children as Heidi has been diagnosed with the Kallmann syndrome. Both of them wanted children, but accepted their fate and decided to make sure they enjoy their lives together. For this purpose they save as much money as possible and use some of it to go on regular holidays in America and abroad. On a trip to Ecuador a year ago they took a wrong bus and ended up in a small town named Aloag. They had nowhere to sleep, but the friendly community were quick to help them, despite the language barrier. They agreed that they want to retire to a community like this one day.

Heidi is a beautiful twenty-eight year old woman with blonde hair and blue eyes. She does not allow her beauty to hide her brains though as she studied hard and believes that she has as much right to work at the University of Houston as any of her male colleagues. Her field of research is deep space travel, a new field as most other researchers involved in space travel are still spending time on researching travel to the moon and Mars. Her colleagues view her and her field of research as novelties. Most of them cannot wait for her to fall pregnant so that she can do what women are supposed to do, raise the kids and do housework. It is not natural for a woman to still work in her late twenties and especially not as a theoretical physicist. It is a man’s job after all. To make things worse, Heidi plays field hockey for the university’s first ladies team. She is by far the oldest member of the team as the rest of the players are all students. Her colleagues are of the view that this is inappropriate for a woman of her age. The idea of young women competing in men’s sports is bad enough, but a woman of her age should know better. Heidi is very unhappy at the office, but she does not share this with Guenther as she is determined to show that women are able to offer more than just taking care of their husbands and children.

One night during dinner Guenther decides to bring up his unhappiness at work and to establish whether Heidi is open to the idea of a total shift in their careers and lifestyle. 'Do you remember our holiday in Israel last year?’

‘Yes, off course. How can I ever forget it?’

‘What did you think of the kibbutz on which we worked while we were there?’

‘You know I loved it. I found the idea of a community working together and sharing the spoils of their hard work very rewarding. I also liked the fact that women are equal to men and that everyone shares the work.’

‘I did some research on the hippie communities in San Francisco and their aim is to operate similar to the way a kibbutz does. I have been toying with the idea of leaving my job for a while now, but I want to carry on with research in space travel. We have enough money saved up to support ourselves for at least a year and I think we should consider joining one of the hippie communities for six months or so. We will both be able to get a job again if it does not work out.’

‘You will find a job easily, but I will not find a job in my field that easily again. My colleagues are hoping and praying that I should go away and I don’t think they will ever allow a woman to invade their sacred little club again.’

Guenther is surprised at this as he always believed that Heidi was enjoying her job. ‘Are you also unhappy at the office?’

‘Yes, I love my job, but not the circumstances I work in. The men hate the fact that a mere woman is able to compete with them.’

‘Let’s do it then, we should take this chance while we are still young enough. We will contribute to the community with physical labour and research space travel together to contribute to the future of humankind.’

Heidi thinks for a while. She might just enjoy her job again if she can work in circumstances where she does not have to constantly feel guilty for being a woman in a man’s world. ‘I am in for six months and then we reconsider.’

They spend about a month at the first hippie community which they joined, but they are disappointed by the work ethic of the community members. Most of them party all night and sleep all day. The parties are a mix of orgies, alcohol and drugs. The community funds itself by trading in drugs and some women dance at strip clubs or work at brothels when they need money. Heidi is disappointed that women are seen as property that can be used whenever the men of the community want to. After they leave this community, they join a second hippie community, but find much of the same, except for a group spending their time on political quests. They put all their energy into protesting against whatever perceived issue they come up with. In their minds, the government is always out to abuse its citizens and they are always the crusaders on a quest to save the masses who cannot think for themselves. Guenther and Heidi spend even less time at this community and decide to give one more community a chance before they write this idea off as school fees paid. The third community also disappoints them, as there is also a lack of any purpose other than sex, drugs and political ideologies. However, a group of eight women stands out. They speak a strange language and mainly keep to themselves. Unlike the rest of the community, they are hard working and do not use drugs or alcohol. 

One morning, while on his morning jog in a nearby forest, Guenther hears some excited female voices in the distance. It sounds like they are cheering someone on. As he gets closer he hears the sounds of fists connecting with flesh. He slows down and slowly moves towards these sounds until he can see the eight women in a clearing in the forest. Six of them are standing in a circle and cheering the other two on while they fight each other in the nude and with bear fists. Guenther has never seen women fight before and he is both fascinated and aroused by the sight of two naked women engaged in a vicious brawl. One of the women soon starts to dominate the fight and she manages to knock the other down. Instead of using this advantage to finish the other woman off, she steps back and waits for her to get back to her feet. She asks her something in their language and the other woman nods. They both lift their fists and the fight starts again, this time lasting only about twenty seconds before the same woman is knocked down again. Once again the other woman steps back and waits for her opponent to get back to her feet. This time the woman shakes her head and it is clear she had enough. They move towards each other and hug each other and the winner whispers something into the loser’s ear before she kisses her forehead and her cheek. As the two women start to dress, two others start to undress. Guenther cannot believe that he just saw two naked women fight each other and that he is about to see another fight between two naked women. He watches this fight with interest. The women are closely matched and the fight lasts for about ten minutes before one of them is knocked down. She stays down for a while and one of the other women kneels next to her and chats with her before she motions to her opponent that the fight is over. The winner goes over and also kneels next to the loser for a few moments before she and the other woman help the loser to her feet. Once again the two fighters hug each other before they dress. After they are dressed, the eight women start to make their way back to the camp and Guenther waits a while before he jogs back. 

Heidi is still sleeping when he returns to their tent just before six o’clock. Normally he would leave her to sleep a bit longer, but he cannot wait to share this experience with her. She looks at him with eyes still half closed and a pissed-off expression on her face. She has never been a morning person and he learned long ago not to wake her without a good reason, but this is a good reason. 

‘You will never guess what I witnessed on my run this morning.’

‘What?’

‘You know the eight women with the strange language?’

‘Yes.’

‘They were fighting each other in the forest this morning.’

‘Why? Are they not getting along? They always seem so close to each other.’

‘No, it's not like that. These looked like organised fights. Two fought and the other’s cheered them on. Afterwards they hugged each other. Then two more stripped down and fought each other and also hugged each other afterwards. They seemed to enjoy themselves. It was very interesting to watch’

‘Did this excite you?’ She did not have to ask this as she can see from the bulge in his pants that just talking about the female fight he saw, excites Guenther.

‘Sorry, but yes it was very sexy to watch.’

Heidi smiles at Guenther and pulls him closer. Men are all the same. She overheard her ex-colleagues sharing their fantasies about women wrestling or catfighting each other enough times to know that men get aroused by women fighting with one another. She knows Guenther well enough to understand that he desperately needs to have sex right now, so she leans over and gently kisses him on the lips. He grabs her head between his hands and urgently kisses her back. While they kiss he starts removing his clothes before he pulls the shirt she sleeps in over her head. He is glad that he does not have to waste time on underwear as well, as Heidi never sleeps with any underwear on. He rushes through foreplay as he is not able to wait too long before mounting her. His penis is rock hard when he slides it into her vagina and his thrusts are quick, deep and urgent. He ejaculates quickly but carries on pumping, trying to get her to orgasm as well. She soon realises that he will not last long enough and she starts to fake her excitement and builds it up to a fake orgasm. Like most men, his ego will be hurt if he cannot bring her to orgasm and she does not want to hurt him. He usually does not fail to get her off, but not if he is this excited. If he is this excited he just cannot last long enough to bring her to orgasm, especially if he has not properly warmed her up with foreplay.

Later in the morning Heidi and Guenther are working in the garden which they have started in the hope that the rest of the community will get involved with planting vegetables and maintaining the garden. They soon gave up on this hope as they realised that they were doing all the work while the rest, except for the eight women, shared in the fruits of their labour. The eight women have their own garden and their vegetables seem to be twice as big as the ones grown by Guenther and Heidi. Heidi stops removing weeds and walks to where Guenther is busy working on an irrigation system he designed. 

‘We should go over to the women tonight.’

‘Why?’

‘I want to get to know them better and I think you should come clean about watching their fights this morning.’

‘I don’t think that it’s a good idea. They will probably not like it if they find out that I was watching them.’

‘That gives you even more of a reason to apologise to them. If you do, there may be a nice surprise for you in future.’ 

She knows that Guenther will find it difficult to ignore this promise of future fun and that night they make their way to the women’s camp. They introduce themselves and Guenther explains what happened in the morning and apologises to them. One of the women tells him that they prefer to keep their fighting contests private and asks him to respect this. He promises not to share this with anybody else and the woman asks Guenther and Heidi to join them for a braai, which they soon find out is the Afrikaans word for a barbeque. The women are all from South Africa and grew up in conservative Afrikaner homes. They are lesbians and all of them had been rejected by their families due to their sexual orientation. They met each other during a lesbian get together on a farm outside Pretoria. This get together was supposed to be secret, but police swooped down on the farm and arrested most of the women on the farm, including all eight of them, for participating in and/or watching a mud wrestling competition. Female wrestling and boxing were against the law in South Africa and they were all found guilty of transgressing the provisions of the Boxing and Wrestling Act of 1954 and were ordered to pay fines. They had enough of the constant attack on their rights and decided to move to America to join a hippie community. However, they are disappointed in what happens in this community and their hope that a hippie community would accept them as lesbians were soon crushed. They found that the men here have a sense of entitlement to all women and they do not take kindly to women who are not willing to sleep with them whenever they have the urge to do so. They tell Guenther and Heidi that they are currently looking for other options. Guenther and Heidi tell them that they are also looking for a community where all contribute and where women have equal rights to men. Their friendship grows stronger over the next few weeks and the women even invite Guenther and Heidi to watch a few of their arranged fights. Heidi can see why this excited Guenther so much. The thrill of the fight, combined with the beauty of the female body, excites her as well and this new experience injects some spice into their sex life. They soon decide that the ten of them should start a new community, one where the dreams they had about hippy living can become a reality. After many more discussions Heidi proposes that they visit Aloag in Ecuador again to investigate whether settling their community there is viable. Guenther, Heidi and two of the lesbians, fly to Ecuador and spend a week in Aloag. On their return it is decided to start a community on a farm a few kilometres from Aloag. Everyone will contribute to it according to their ability and share in it according to their needs and everyone will have the right to make choices about their own life. Two weeks later they manage to buy the farm and to start their commune. They decide to call the community the Free Minds Community and they are careful to invite only people who they believe will fit in with the spirit and values of the community. Guenther drives a campaign to convince scientists to join the community as one of the key plans of the community is to one day relocate to another planet.  They soon build up a very good relationship with the local community and their hard work and willingness to help the locals ensure that they found themselves a home for decades where many generations are born and raised. 
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​Chapter 2 – A New Beginning
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In the year 2077 scientists of the Free Minds Community, also referred to as the New Age Hippies, finalise years of research and development of their version of the Alcubierre drive. In the 1990’s a Mexican theoretical physicist, Miguel Alcubierre suggested that travel faster than the speed of light may be achieved by contracting space in front of the spacecraft and expanding space behind it. Although this theory was widely criticised, Guenther and Heidi saw potential in it and together with the rest of the scientists at the commune they started working on developing this theory. After eighty years of development, the community was at last ready to travel into deep space, their target the Canis Major Dwarf Galaxy, was now within reach. It took another seven years of preparation before forty-two spacecraft left earth on 4 October 2084 for humankind’s first inter-galactic colonisation mission. On board were 4 197 men, women and children, building materials, plants and animals chosen for their high nutritional value, scientific equipment and the most important, atmospheric water generators. As per their wishes, the ashes of Guenther and Heidi were also on board. The destination was twin planets discovered, and kept secret, by the Free Minds Community. The atmosphere and temperatures on both planets were similar to that of earth. Water was also plentiful on both planets. They named these planets after the twin brother and sister in Greek mythology, Apollo and Artemis. Apollo did not only move the sun across the sky on a daily basis, but he was also the god of light and the god of truth. He also gave man the science of medicine. Artemis was the goddess of chastity, virginity, the hunt, the moon, and the natural environment. There were a few who wanted to replace Artemis with Athena as she was the goddess of reason, intelligent activity, arts and literature. The women of the community associated more with these qualities, but as these are twin planets, it was decided to name them after the twin children of Zeus and Leto.

They were determined to start a new life away from other humans, a life where everyone would be free to pursue their own ideas and live out their own fantasies and desires. The only rules would be that no humans should be harmed without consent and that consent could only be given from the age of eighteen for decisions which could cause harm and twenty-one for decisions which may result in serious harm or death. Although this may seem extreme, the Free Minds Community believed that each human should have full control over his or her own life and consequently his or her own death if they so desired. On 21 July 2127, after sending probes to both planets, advanced parties of 30 people each was send down to each planet. Their mission was to build basic shelters and test the living conditions on the planets. Both parties confirmed that the atmospheres on the two planets were similar to that of earth and that humans could breathe the air. However, after about two weeks, all men on Artemis and all women of Apollo became ill. Years of research identified the viruses causing the illness, but a cure was never found. Artemis became home to women only and Apollo to men only. Marriage became something impractical and sex tours became the norm for both men and women. Short visits to Artemis for men and Apollo for woman had no effect on them and these visits were generally limited to seven days, with at least a month break before the next visit.

One of the sex tour companies introduced oil wrestling matches between women to establish who had first choice of the available males. This was soon broadcasted on television on both planets and proved to be extremely popular. Other shows with boxing, MMA and catfights followed. Some fights were for choice of male companionship, some for other prizes and some to settle arguments or grudges. A show called ‘Catfight” eventually decided to relax their rules. Women were allowed to fight with minimal rules, or even no rules. Soon, a fight with baseball bats was arranged. More followed and soon resulted in the first fatality in the fighting ring on live television.

After various court cases, the constitutional court ruled that every citizen over the age of eighteen is allowed to decide whether or not she wants to participate in fights with basic safety rules. It further ruled that any citizen over the age of twenty-one may decide whether or not she wants to participate in any type of fight, even if the fight may result in serious injury or death. Duels were no longer against the law, as long as both women were of legal age and both agreed to it. The court also ruled that nobody could interfere with a duel and that only a fighter who is clearly winning a duel may stop the contest before one of the fighters are dead. This rule was introduced by the court to make sure that a third party does not influence the outcome of the duel. If they did, they could be charged with murder. Some women fought duels the old fashioned way with pistols or rapiers, but most preferred to settle their differences like the gladiatrices of old, some fighting with bladed weapons, others preferring to fight unarmed. The owners of the “Catfight” show used the media attention on the court ruling as cheap publicity to launch a new show called ‘Duel’. Live death matches on television were suddenly a reality. Despite some protests, this show proved to be even more popular than “Catfight”. They used a combination of unarmed and armed combat between women who agreed to duel. Although there were a few exceptions, their fights were held in a metal cage and the first ten minutes were fought without weapons. If both women were still alive after ten minutes, the weapons chosen by the fighters were made available to them. The fights continued until one of the combatants were killed. On the rare occasion a woman would spare the life of her beaten opponent, however, as women who challenged each other to a duel generally hated each other and as the crowd was always baying for blood, the death of at least one of the fighters was almost guaranteed. Although doctors were always next to the ring to treat the winner, they were occasionally unable to save the winner from dying as a result of wounds obtained during the fight. 
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​Chapter 3 – The Death of a Mother
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Megan Hajnal is a beautiful woman who turns the heads of both men and woman. She is intelligent and hard working and is climbing the corporate ladder fast. She is thirty-three and has a very busy eleven year old daughter, Eva who is doing well at school and also at various sports events she participates in. Megan’s sister is her best friend and they do everything together. Eva also loves her aunt and she is like a second mother to her. Megan tells everybody that she won Eva in a wrestling tournament. This is kind of true as she and her sister went on a sex tour when she was twenty-one and her sister nineteen. They both entered an oil wrestling tournament for the right to have first choice of a lover for the week they were on Apollo. She had her eye on a tall guy with a magic smile and she knew that many of the women, including her sister, were interested in him as well. She fought hard and managed to beat woman after woman until she reached the final of the tournament. Her opponent in the final was her sister. They often wrestled each other and their matches were always hard fought and close. Both sisters were exhausted from their previous fights and their match started slowly as they were feeling each other out, trying to ensure that they did not run out of energy too soon. The final was a one round wrestling match to pin or submission and both knew that it may take a while to pin or submit each other with their thong bikini clad bodies covered in oil. The intensity picked up as their holds, pushes and grabs started to hurt each other. Megan’s sister has always been a dirty little bitch during their fights and she ripped Megan’s top off and mauled her breast. This was against the rules, but nobody was going to interfere as the fight was picking up speed and this sparked something between the sisters. Megan screamed out in pain and she tore into her sister. The oil wrestling match soon included slaps, punches and plenty of clawing, hair pulling and mauling. When Megan eventually trapped her sister’s head between her thighs for a head scissor hold combined with hair pulling, her sister had to submit. They glared at each other for a while, but could not stay mad at each other and they soon got up and hugged it out. Megan won her price with a lot of blood, sweat and tears and she made full use of him. They spend the week pretty much making love the whole time and the result was Eva.

Megan’s life is pretty good and it is about to get better. The vice-president of the company she works for called her in yesterday and informed her that she got the job as new branch manager. The two of them had a few flings in the past and they went out celebrating last night and Megan ended up making love to the vice-president until the early morning hours. She is tired from the lack of sleep and their marathon lovemaking session, but she is filled with euphoria, partly from the joys of sex and partly because the announcement of her promotion will be made to the rest of the employees in a few minutes. They are all gathered in the large meeting room and the vice-president is talking about the positive growth of the company and their recent successes with big contracts being won. When she announces Megan’s promotion, the rest of the employees applaud her for this achievement. However, Emily Theron jumps up and she does not look happy. 

‘You know I deserve this promotion. I have been here longer than you and my results are better than yours. The only thing you do better than me is to sleep with the right people.’

There is a murmur in the meeting room and Megan is shocked. She has not anticipated this outburst and she does not know how to react. The vice-president starts to say something, but Emily talks over her. 

‘I will not stand for this unfairness. I challenge you to a duel. I will kill you and I will get the promotion I deserve.’ 

Megan is put on the spot and she knows that she will lose face and a lot of respect if she does not accept the challenge.  ‘I accept your challenge.’ 

For a few days she hears nothing further from Emily and she starts to think that Emily was just bluffing or that she has changed her mind, but then she receives a call from the television show ‘Duel’ to confirm whether she accepted the challenge. She almost puts down the phone, but her pride makes it almost impossible for her to back down from this challenge, so she confirms that she is willing to fight Emily in a duel. The woman from the show informs her that the fight will be in two weeks time. The first ten minutes will be an unarmed fight and after that each of them will receive their weapon of choice as well as the opponent’s weapon of choice. She is allowed to choose between three weapons and Megan chooses a baseball bat as she is not sure whether she will be able to use a knife or motorcycle chain effectively. Over the next two weeks she spends as much time as possible with Eva and her sister and she starts to prepare Eva for the possibility that she may not survive the fight. She is confident that she has a good chance of beating Emily as she is athletic and has wrestled a lot in her life. She even had a few catfights against her sister. Emily does not participate in any sport and Megan is sure that she has never been in any fights in her life, but in a fight to the death anything can happen and she wants to make sure Eva is mentally prepared for the possibility that she may die during the fight. She knows that her sister would be a very good mother to Eva, should this be required and she knows that Eva will get over the initial shock and sadness of losing her mother and that her sister will ensure that she has a happy live and that opportunities will be made available to her.

Megan’s sister wants to go with her on the night of the fight, but Megan asks her to be with Eva and to ensure that Eva is fine should something happen to her. She is alone in her change room and has already stripped down to her thong as this is the maximum amount of clothing allowed on the show. She warms up and tries to focus her mind on the fight itself and not on the potential consequences of fighting in a death match. Megan takes a deep breath when she hears a knock on the door. She gets up and follows the assistant to the cage. She barely hears to loud applause as the studio audience first see her beautiful body appear on set. Her heart beats fast and her hands are moist with sweat. She waits as a woman unlocks the cage door and motions her to enter. She suddenly feels very alone and the reality of what she is about to do sets in and the focus on the fight suddenly makes way to a fear of death. She forces this from her mind and starts to go through her game plan again. She will stay on her feet for a while to gage Emily’s skills and to try and hurt her as much as possible with punches and kicks. When she feels that Emily is weak enough, she will take her down and choke her to death. She does not want to take a chance with the weapons, so she wants to either kill Emily before the ten minute mark or be in total control of Emily at this stage to ensure that weapons do not come into play. Her attention is brought back to the present when she hears the host talk again. 

‘Ladies and gentlemen there is a slight change in plans. We just received word that Emily Theron has fallen ill and cannot fight Megan Hajnal tonight. However, her best friend has agreed to fight in her place to ensure that this grudge is settled and that you still get a fight tonight.’

Megan cannot believe this and her first reaction is to leave the cage, but the crowd is chanting ‘Fight! Fight! Fight!’ When the host asks her whether she accepts the new challenge, the word ‘Yes’ escapes her lips before she is able to stop it. Her pride has gotten the best of her. The studio audience erupts at this and Megan knows that there is no way to change her mind now. Her new opponent is announced and when the cage door is locked and the women face each other alone in the cage, Megan sees the scars of previous battles on the woman’s face and upper body. The woman is about her size, but she is more muscular and looks a lot tougher than Megan. Megan fights the urge to run away and readies herself for the fight. When the bell is rung the woman moves in quickly and corners Megan, rocking her head back with a stiff left jab, followed by a straight right. Megan swings back wildly, but the woman avoids her punches and rocks her again with a left right combination. The fight has just begun and Megan’s nose is already bleeding. She tries to get out of the corner, but her opponent catches her with another hard right to the side of her jaw and Megan stumbles to the ground. She regains her senses quickly and kicks out as the woman rushes in, connecting with her left thigh. The woman steps back and allows Megan space to get up. However, as she starts getting to her feet, the woman steps in and lands a hard kick to Megan’s side and follows it up with another hard punch to the side of her jaw and Megan goes down again. This time the woman is quick enough to dive on top of her before she has time to defend herself. Megan is trapped under her opponent’s weight and from full mount, the woman rains down punches and elbows to her face. Megan tries to stop the punches by blocking with her arms, but she is unable to block all of them and some hard strikes connect with her head and face. Blood is soon streaming down her face and she can barely see the punches coming her way anymore. Then, to Megan’s surprise, the woman stops punching her and instead tries to roll her over. Megan wraps her arms around the woman’s upper body and pulls herself up so that her face is pressed against the woman’s breasts. This move was meant to get her head away from more punishment and to stop her opponent from turning her onto her stomach, but she makes use of the opportunity and bites down hard on the woman’s left breast. The woman screams and immediately retaliates by pushing her left thumb into Megan’s right eye. Megan is shocked by this and releases the grip with her teeth on her opponent’s breast and turns her head away. The woman is furious with the wounds on her breast and grabs Megan’s shoulders and slams her upper body back onto the floor. Megan’s head hits the floor hard and she loses consciousness for a few seconds. When she regains consciousness, the woman is choking her from behind. Megan grabs at her arms and tries to pull them away from her throat, but she is unable to pry the women's fingers away from her throat. In a frantic attempt to break the hold, Megan scratches the woman’s arms and hands. She hears the woman cursing at her for this, but she does not release her hold. Soon Megan’s arms start to feel heavy and they drop to the floor. Before her world goes completely dark, she suddenly feels very calm and she can see her daughter’s face clearly in her mind before everything is gone.
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​Chapter 4 – The Promise
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Eva’s aunt is crying when she enters the room in which Eva is supposed to be sleeping. However, Eva is still wide awake as she couldn’t fall asleep without knowing that her mother is ok. When she sees her aunt’s face, Eva breaks down and cries uncontrollably. Her aunt stays with her the whole night and only tells her that her mother was killed during the fight. Eva only finds out about the change in opponents on the day of her mother’s funeral when one of her friends tells her about it. She confronts her aunt and although she believes that she is protecting Eva by not telling her the full story, she soon comes clean as she can see that Eva will not give it a rest before she knows the whole truth. Upon getting confirmation that Emily Theron was replaced by a skilled fighter, Eva makes a promise to her mother that she will revenge her murder.

A week after the funeral, Eva’s aunt lays charges of murder against the company who owns the show ‘Duel’ and she also gets a lawyer to sue them for wrongful death of her sister. She became aware that Emily was not only replaced by another fighter, but that this fighter was not a friend of hers, but a professional fighter. The prosecuting office declines to take her case to court as Megan has agreed on live television to fight the new opponent and they therefore do not believe that they have any chance of success with criminal charges. However, the judge in the civil case finds that the host of the show combined with the circumstances she was in when she agreed to the fight put undue pressure on Megan and that her consent was given under duress. The company is ordered to pay Eva a huge amount of money, which her aunt has to invest for her until she reaches the age of eighteen.

Eva’s whole life changes after the death of her mother. Her aunt loves her almost as much as her mother did and she makes sure that Eva concentrates on her school work and that she still participates in sport, but Eva’s focus is on one thing only, to revenge her mother’s murder. She spends a lot of time researching death matches through the ages and specifically modern day duels. Her aim is to face Emily Theron in a death match and she wants to kill her with her own hands. To achieve this aim of hers, she needs to improve her fighting skills, so she also starts to research fighting academies to find out which one will prepare her the best for the fight. She will be able to join an academy when she turns eighteen and will have three years of training before she turns twenty-one and legally old enough to challenge and fight Emily Theron in a death match.

When her aunt learns about Eva’s plans to challenge Emily Theron to a duel, she tries to talk her out of it and when she realises that she will not be able to convince Eva to change her mind, she takes her to various psychologists, but none of them are able to change her mind either. Out of other options, she decides to give Eva time and to talk her out of fighting Emily Theron over time. Eva made a promise to her mother to revenge her murder and nobody and nothing will stop her from keeping this promise. 
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​Chapter 5 – Interview
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On her eighteenth birthday Eva visits the Combat Sport Academy for an interview. She did her research and was convinced that this academy will provide her with the best preparation to challenge and kill Emily Theron, the woman who challenged her mother and then paid a professional fighter to kill her. She tried to join earlier, but this academy, unlike some others, was very strict on the rules and only interviewed new girls when they've reached the legal age of eighteen. Eva ignored the temptation to join another academy earlier, as the Combat Sport Academy had a track record of producing top fighters. Eva nervously sits in the reception area, waiting to be called for her interview. Less than five percent of applicants are accepted by the Combat Sport Academy, so she goes over her strategy for the umpteenth time. She will show her commitment by sharing her story and her goals with them. For the next three years she will do whatever they expect from her. She will give it her all, her live depends on it. Then after she revenged her mother’s murder, she will stay with the Combat Sport Academy for at least another three years to pay them back for the training she received. The clincher, she hopes, will be the fact that they don’t have to pay her a salary during the entire period. The academies do not charge fees to their students. Instead, they make money from fighting sports events in which their students participate. The students are paid a small fee based on their skills, the number of events they participate in and the success of the teams they are part of. She will even pay her own medical bills and anything else they want her to pay. The money awarded to her by the court will hopefully guarantee her acceptance into the most prestigious fighting academy. A hand on her shoulder startles Eva and she spins around raising her left arm in defence. She did not hear the other woman approach her and she needs a few moments to compose herself slightly as her eyes focus on a tall woman with a bemused smile on her face. The woman is wearing training shorts and a sports bra only. Her muscular body is glistening with fresh sweat. It’s Helga Brand. She knew she was meeting with Helga today, but the sight of the best fighting trainer around still makes her nervous. 

‘Did I scare you?’  Helga is still grinning. Her voice is soft, yet strong. A voice of someone who is at ease with herself, confident that she can hold her own, no matter what the circumstances are.

‘No, just surprised that’s all’. In contrast Eva’s voice sounds nervous and devoid of confidence. Her mind is racing at a thousand miles a second. She shoots out a hand and grabs Helga’s hand in an awkward manner. ‘I am so please to meet you miss Brand. I really respect you. You are the best trainer and I really want to be trained by you.’ Her mind is shouting at her to shut up, but she can’t help herself, when she is nervous she talks a lot. ‘I will do whatever, you tell me to. You will not regret it if you give me a chance.’ Eva is relieved when Helga interrupts her. 

‘Why do you want to join us?’

Without hesitation and unfortunately without thinking Eva just spurts it out. 'Revenge, I want revenge.’

Helga stops her again. Her tone has changed to one of irritation. ‘We don’t train girls to take revenge here. The Combat Sport Academy is a respected academy. We do not get involved with underground fights or death matches. We do train girls who enjoy fighting sports and we do train them to be competitive and to win, but we do not train them to kill each other, whether or not they believe that revenge is justified. Thanks for coming in, your application is unfortunately not accepted.’

Eva cannot stop the tears from flowing.  ‘But you don’t understand. She murdered my mother. I need to kill her as I promised my mother that I will revenge her death.’

Helga’s voice is softer again. ‘I read your application. I know who you are. What happened to your mother was awful and it must have been very difficult for you. I would also take revenge if I was in your shoes. However, we do not get involved with death matches and we cannot risk our reputation by training you to kill someone. I wish you all the best, but unfortunately we cannot accept your application.’ 

With that Helga turns around and walks back to the training grounds. Eva stands around for a moment, tears still rolling down her cheeks. How did this go so wrong? After a while she composes herself enough to walk to the bathrooms to clean up. As she washes her face, she hears the bathroom door open, but she does not turn around as she does not want anybody else to see her crying. She feels humiliated enough as it is.  
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