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    I wanted to say thank you so much for reading this book. It is a labour of love for me to work on my craft!

As a show of gratitude for you all enabling me to live my dream, please visit my substack page. I often give out free audiobooks and e-books for my fans over there. And the best part is, there is ZERO cost. It will always be 100% free to follow me and my stories over there.

If you'd like to claim your FREE audiobook, head to https://msnaughtee.substack.com/
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Chapter 1: College
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The humidity hit Shauna Whitmore the second she stepped off the plane, thick as a wet blanket, clinging to her skin like it had a claim on her. She'd read about New Orleans weather—oppressive, sultry, alive—but nothing could've prepared her for the way the air itself seemed to press against her, heavy with the scent of magnolias, diesel, and something rich and spicy she couldn't name. Gumbo, she'd learn later. Her Uber driver, a stout man with a voice like gravel and a Saints cap tilted low, didn't say much as they rolled into the city. But his radio did—brass horns, a woman's throaty laugh, a bassline that made her pulse jump.
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