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5 of Swords

Ali Noel Vyain


5 of Swords

Madeline was in the tarot reading room looking over her latest spread. She didn’t look up when Alice entered the room. The younger elf waited patiently for her aunt to finish reading the cards.

A moment later Madeline looked up. “Hi, Alice. I have the latest card for you to study.” She stood up and grabbed her special deck. She pulled a card and handed it to Alice.

Alice took the card and stared at it in silence.

Madeline smiled. “That card can puzzle people. It may not always mean what you think at first.”

Alice looked back to her aunt. “Okay, I’ll keep that in mind.” She left the room to sit down at her desk.

It didn’t take her long to pull out the corresponding cards from her two decks. She sighed as she looked at the small pile of cards from her aunt’s special deck. It was still small, but she knew eventually she would have all 78 cards. She wondered what would happen once she had learned all of them.

Eliot knocked on her open door and she looked up at him.

“I came to check in with you. Which card is it this time?”

“The five of swords.”

He walked over to look at the cards. “Oh, I guess the people in the background shouldn’t have messed with that person in the foreground.”

“Yeah, I think that’s one of the meanings. It can also mean bullies, but I think that’s the reverse meaning. Upright is actually quite positive.”

“Oh?”

“Yeah, Madeline mentioned this card can be hard for many to understanding. So, I think it’s about knowing when to fight and when not to. Also don’t let victory go to your head.”

He blinked. “I see what you mean. There are times when we need to fight and times when it’s better to just walk away.”

She nodded. She took more notes.

“Are you busy tonight after dinner?”

She blinked and look up at him. “I don’t have any plans.”

“How about we go for a walk?”

“Okay, that sounds good to me.”

“Alright, I’ll let you study and I’ll go study too.”

They smiled at each other. Then he left her room to study herbs in his. She turned back to the cards and sighed again. She took more notes and then she reflected on her life so far.

She was unhappy with the relationship she had with her mother. Alice had tried to talk to her mother, but it never did any good. Her mother clearly wasn’t going to grow up and be any better. Alice sighed and just accepted that was the way it was.

Next she thought about the trouble she had with jobs. She had tried different things to see if she could change the outcome. But alas, it had made no difference. She sighed. It had become harder and harder to get a real job, let alone keep one. Alice throw up her hands and accepted that things had changed in such a way that too many couldn’t get jobs they could do. It was an elimination game that was unfair to both workers and employers equally and many people were in denial about how it was now.
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