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March 3

 


62nd day of the year (63rd
in leap years)

303 days remaining till the
end of the year.
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​ March 3 Quotations

 


“Leave the beaten track
occasionally and dive into the woods. Every time you do so you will
find something you have never seen before. Follow it up, explore
around it, and before you know it, you will have something to think
about to occupy your mind. All really big discoveries are the
result of thought.”

— Alexander Graham Bell,
born March 3, 1847

 


“Even if they never got
anything for it, it was cheap at that price. Without malice
aforethought I had given them the best show that was ever staged in
their territory since the landing of the Pilgrims! It was easily
worth fifteen million bucks to watch me put the thing
over.”

— Charles Ponzi, born
March 3, 1882

 


“What we don't know as a
nation and as a citizen can kill us.”

— Fred W. Friendly, died
March 3, 1998

 


 


 


​ Event of the Day

“The Star-Spangled Banner”
Becomes the National Anthem

 


Although Francis Scott Key
wrote “The Star-Spangled Banner” in 1814, about witnessing the
bombardment of Fort McHenry during the War of 1812, it wasn’t made
the United States national anthem until March 3, 1931, when
President Herbert Hoover signed a congressional resolution into
law.

Although “The Star-Spangled
Banner” was a well-known patriotic song soon after it was first
published, many other songs were also used officially. For most of
the 19th century, “Hail, Columbia” was played at official
functions. “My Country, ‘Tis of Thee” (sung to the same tune as
Britain’s “God Save the Queen”) was also common.

The Navy adopted “The
Star-Spangled Banner” as the official tune for raising the flag in
1889, and President Woodrow Wilson made it official for military
occasions in 1916. It was first played at a baseball game during
the seventh-inning stretch of the 1918 World Series, but didn’t
become traditional until World War II.

Believe it or not, the
newspaper cartoon strip Ripley’s Believe
It or Not! played an important role when a
1929 strip contained a panel reading, “Believe it or Not, America
has no national anthem!” This led John Philip Sousa to publish his
opinion that “The Star-Spangled Banner” should receive that honor,
and the rest is history.
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