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One date. One wedding. One enormous lie.

Ivy

If Susan wasn't so uptight, none of this would be a problem. It wouldn't. Not really. As it is, she's the biggest Bridezilla I've ever seen, which is why I'm stuck interviewing actors to play my boyfriend at her upcoming nuptials. The guy I choose is tall, hot as hell, and...nerdy. Like, ultra-nerdy. He plays video games and reads comics, and he's seen more anime than me, which is no easy task. Lincoln has a secret, though. It's something beyond the normal nerdiness. It's something that he doesn't want anyone to know about. I want to know about it, though. What is this guy hiding? And why do I have a feeling that it'll change everything?

Lincoln

When I started running my fake date service, I didn't expect to meet someone like Ivy. I didn't expect to want more than just a single date. I couldn't have possibly planned any of this. That's exactly what's happening, though. Just one date, and my inner-tiger lets me know that yeah, she's our mate. Unfortunately for me, she doesn't know I'm a tiger shifter, and she doesn't know I think she's my one true love. Is Ivy strong enough to handle the truth?

Am I?

The Tiger's Fake Date is book three in the SHIFTERS OF RAWR COUNTY series; however, it can be enjoyed as a standalone story. It features a snarky human heroine and a tiger who doesn't believe he's good enough for love. Expect spicy scenes and a happily-ever-after.

Trigger warning: pet loss.
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Ivy

Staring at my older sister, who was busy trying on wedding dresses, was basically the worst experience of my life. It wasn’t so much that the weird peppermint smell at the bridal shop was overpowering or the fact that everyone who worked here wore these frowny expressions that made me wonder if they’d been left at the altar themselves, but the fact that Susan was the worst bride in the history of brides. She’d gone full-on bitch that morning, and I was still wondering if there was some chance I’d figure out a way to skip the wedding and still be able to stay a valued member of the family.

I was leaning towards “no,” though.

“What do you think of this one?” A brown-eyed bridal attendant, who had the cutest freckles sprinkled on her nose, looked up at my sister. Susan was standing on this giant pedestal thing the brides were supposed to stand on. She was surrounded by mirrors. The woman helping her, Isabella, couldn’t have been older than 25. Out of all of the attendants, Isabella was the only one that wasn’t looking dour.

“What do I think?” Susan said. She pressed her lips together and I knew that whatever came next was going to be irritating as hell. “I think that I look like I gained twenty pounds since I walked into the shop.” She gestured to her tummy. In Isabella’s defense, my sister had recently gained weight. She looked good at any weight, so I didn’t understand what the big deal was, yet Susan was desperate to hide her weight gain from anyone who looked at her. 

Isabella’s face fell. Okay, so maybe that was the reason the other bridal attendants all looked so pissy. If I had to deal with crabby brides all day, I might be fussy, too.

“That’s not necessary, Susan,” I said. “She’s trying to get a feel for the style you want.”

“Well, whatever style I want, it’s not this.”

“Good,” I nodded. “Now we can go from there.”

My sister’s eyes narrowed. Awesome. Now she was going to come after me. She really made defending other people quite difficult, didn’t she? Susan was definitely going to ask me whether or not I’d found a date for the wedding. She’d reiterate the fact that it was vital that I bring someone special with me. 

“Oh, little sister,” she started. Her voice had turned sickly sweet the way it always did. Of course, that was exactly where this conversation was going to go. “Tell me about your date for the wedding. I don’t think I’ve met him yet.”

“What makes you think it’s a boy?” I asked, crossing my arms over my chest. Oh, she was driving me crazy. 

“Girls, don’t do this.” That was Tameka, Susan’s maid of honor. Tameka was Susan’s best friend since forever, and luckily, she was able to keep Susan calm most of the time. It wasn’t too terribly often that I had to deal with my sister’s wrath personally. It was still more than I would have liked, but Tameka did a good job making sure that everything was okay. “Let’s just stay focused on finding a dress.”

“Great idea,” Isabella said. She stepped forward. “If it’s okay with you, let’s get you out of this dress. We can find something in a different style that may highlight some of your other features, okay?”

“What is that supposed to mean?” Susan glared.

“It means she’s going to find you a dress that shows off your tits instead of your stomach,” I snapped. Tameka and Isabella visibly cringed. I just rolled my eyes, walked over to a chair, and dropped down into it. This was a nightmare that I couldn’t escape, wasn’t it? I wasn’t even the one getting married, yet already I hated weddings. 

Isabella stood there for a second, confused as to what to do. Luckily, another bridal associate came up and knew what to do. As the two of them distracted my sister, coaxing her, talking to her, I stared out of the window.

I had no idea what the hell I was supposed to do next.

*
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THERE WAS A COFFEE shop just three doors down from the bridal store. My sister had dragged us all the way to Howlton in Rawr County, which was nearly an hour away from Wishton, where I lived. I’d made the mistake of saying that I’d just ride with her and Tameka. For some reason – and I couldn’t possibly think of one – I’d accepted that offer. It had been a terrible decision.

Despite the fact that my sister refused to let us listen to music and instead insisted on talking the entire drive, I’d tried to keep up a good attitude. Now, though, I had a few minutes while she finished up at the bridal shop. Tameka was with her still, but I’d slipped out to grab a coffee for the drive back. I needed a little bit of a pick-me-up before we hopped back on the road.

I needed this.

Stopping in front of the little café, I looked up at the name. This coffee shop didn’t even have a proper name, I realized. Usually, coffee shops had these sweet, catchy names that made you want to stop in. This one, however, just said COFFEE in big, bold letters. The shop itself was only one in a row of shops in the same building. This part of Howlton was really small and quaint. It definitely gave me retro-town vibes. I kept looking around waiting for a video game quest to start. It was that kind of place.

There were two large glass windows on either side of a glass door that had a little bell tied to it. Grabbing the door, I pulled it toward me as I walked inside. The bells announced my arrival.

Was it my imagination, or did every single person turn and look at me when I walked in? One person even looked like they were sniffing. What the hell? I sighed. Had I gotten sweaty when I was helping my sister? Had I? Like, I hadn’t meant to, but sometimes you couldn’t control whether you were sweaty or not.

I tried to ignore all of the people looking at me as I approached the counter to order a drink. Why was the counter so far at the back of the coffee place? Also, why was it just called COFFEE? Why didn’t it have a real name?

When I got to the counter, a pink-haired woman with a nose ring greeted me. Like Isabella, her nose was dotted with freckles and her smile was bright.

“How can I help you today?”

I didn’t have a lot of time before my sister inevitably showed up or started calling me, so I wouldn’t order anything crazy or hard to make. Frappes were off the menu for me today. 

“Hey, could I just get a...” I scanned the menu quickly. It was a little chilly outside, so maybe something hot would be a good idea. “Could I get a regular hot mocha, please?”

“Sure thing, love,” the woman said. She told me the total and I handed her my card while I kept looking at the menu. They had so many different things and most of the drinks seemed to be animal-themed. While I had ordered a plain mocha, they also had tiger cappuccinos, lion’s heart lattes, and even white fang mochas, which appeared to be white chocolate mochas with a fancier name.
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