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Educate Yourself

Read Like A Wolf Eats

Be Excellent to Each Other

Books Then, Books Now, Books Forever

In this retelling, as in all my retellings, I have tried to make the work of literature accessible to modern readers who may lack the knowledge about mythology, religion, and history that the literary work’s contemporary audience had. 

Do you know a language other than English? If you do, I give you permission to translate this book, copyright your translation, publish or self-publish it, and keep all the royalties for yourself. (Do give me credit, of course, for the original retelling.)

I would like to see my retellings of classic literature used in schools, so I give permission to the country of Finland (and all other countries) to give copies of this book to all students forever. I also give permission to the state of Texas (and all other states) to give copies of this book to all students forever. I also give permission to all teachers to give copies of this book to all students forever.

Teachers need not actually teach my retellings. Teachers are welcome to give students copies of my eBooks as background material. For example, if they are teaching Homer’s Iliad and Odyssey, teachers are welcome to give students copies of my Virgil’s Aeneid: A Retelling in Prose and tell students, “Here’s another ancient epic you may want to read in your spare time.”
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Dedicated to My Sister Carla
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What Must One Do to Live in Accord with the Tao?

Bai Juyi went to Zen master Daolin of the Tang Dynasty and asked what one must do in order to live in accord with the Tao. Daolin answered, “One must avoid doing evil, and one must do as much good as possible.” Bai Juyi was surprised at the simplicity of this answer and said, “Even a child knows that.” “True,” replied Daolin, “even a child of three knows this but even a man of 80 fails to live up to it.”

What is the Best Way to Seek God?

A seeker after truth once asked a wise person how to seek God. The wise person replied, “The ways to God are as many as there are created beings. But the shortest and easiest is to serve others, not to bother others, and to make others happy.”

Drop of Water

The Zen master Gisan was taking a bath. The water was too hot, so he asked a student to add some cold water to the bath. The student brought a bucket of cold water, added some cold water to the bath, and then threw the rest of the water on a rocky path. Gisan scolded the student: “Everything can be used. Why did you waste the rest of the water by pouring it on the path? There are some plants nearby which could have used the water. What right do you have to waste even a drop of water?” The student became enlightened and changed his name to Tekisui, which means “Drop of Water.”

How Sad

While walking along a river, two monks noticed a lettuce leaf floating downstream. “How sad,” said one of the monks, who knew that Zen master Gisan lived one mile upstream. “Gisan has started to waste food.” Just then, Gisan burst out of the bushes, panting and sweating, jumped into the river, and began to swim downstream after the lettuce leaf. The two monks bowed low in the direction of Zen master Gisan, and then they continued their walk.

Free Will

Human beings have free will. According to the Babylonian Niddah 16b, whenever a baby is to be conceived, the Lailah (angel in charge of contraception) takes the drop of semen that will result in the conception and asks God, “Sovereign of the Universe, what is going to be the fate of this drop? Will it develop into a robust or into a weak person? An intelligent or a stupid person? A wealthy or a poor person?” The Lailah asks all these questions, but it does not ask, “Will it develop into a righteous or a wicked person?” The answer to that question lies in the decisions to be freely made by the human being that is the result of the conception.

What is the Most Difficult Thing in the World, and What is the Easiest Thing in the World?

A hassid asked a rabbe what is the most difficult thing in the world, and what is the easiest thing in the world. The rebbe replied, “The easiest thing in the world is to recognize your neighbors’ faults. The most difficult thing in the world is to recognize your own faults.” By the way, evil has a very difficult time tempting human beings to commit sin. Why? Before Evil can tempt anyone to commit sin, the human beings have already committed the sin!

Performative Cruelty

In a world of acts of performative cruelty, which are often followed by prayers, acts of kindness are acts of rebellion.



	[image: ]

	 
	[image: ]





[image: ]


CAST OF CHARACTERS
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THE USURPER AND HIS SUPPORTERS:

The Moor Muly Mahamet. 

Muly Mahamet, his son. Called Muly, Junior in this book.

Calipolis, wife of the Moor.

Pisano, a Captain of the Moor.

THE RIGHTFUL RULER AND HIS SUPPORTERS:

Abdelmelec, uncle of the Moor Muly Mahamet, and rightful ruler of Morocco.

Mahamet Seth, younger brother of Abdelmelec. 

Rubin Archis, widow of Abdelmunen, older brother of Abdelmelec. 

Son of Rubin Archis. 

Celybin, a follower of Abdelmelec.

Zareo, a follower of Abdelmelec.

Calsepius Bassa, a Turkish Captain.

Abdil Rayes, a Queen.

THE PORTUGUESE:

Sebastian, King of Portugal. 

Duke of Avero, a follower of Sebastian.

Duke of Barceles, a follower of Sebastian.

Lord Lodowick, a follower of Sebastian.

Lewes de Silva, a follower of Sebastian.

Christophero de Tavera, a follower of Sebastian. 

Don Diego Lopez, Governor of Lisbon. 

Don de Menysis, Governor of Tangier. 

Other Christians:

Tom Stukeley, Captain of the Papal fleet.

Irish Bishop. 

Hercules, an Italian in Stukeley’s service.

Jonas, an Italian in Stukeley’s service.

APPEARING IN THE DUMB SHOWS:

The Presenter. 

Abdelmunen, oldest brother of Abdelmelec.

Two young Brothers of the Moor Muly Mahamet. 

Two Murderers. 

Fame. 

OTHER CHARACTERS:

Moorish Ambassadors, Spanish Ambassadors and Legate, Boy, Soldiers, Messengers, etc. 

A Queen.

Ladies. 
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NOTES
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• Sebastian was King of Portugal from 11 June 1557 to 4 August 1578. He was born on 20 January 1554.

• King Philip II of Spain reigned from 16 January 1556 to 13 September 1598.

• King Sebastian of Portugal and King Philip II of France were related. Charles V, Holy Roman Emperor, was the father of King Philip II and the grandfather of King Sebastian.

• In 1578 Portugal’s King Sebastian invaded Morocco. The invasion ended in a disastrous defeat for Portugal.

• The Battle of Alcazar took place on 4 August 1578.

• George Peele makes the elder Muly Mahamet, who is ruling Morocco at the beginning of the play, a villain. 

• George Peele regards Abdelmelec, an uncle to the Moor Muly Mahamet, as the rightful ruler of Morocco.

• The events of the play begin in 1576. Abdelmelec has re-entered Morocco in an attempt to take the crown away from the Moor Muly Mahamet. Abdelmelec has brought a large Turkish contingent with him.

• The rulers of Morocco had the title of “Muly.” The title also was given to other male members of the royal family.

• “Bassa” is an early form of “Pasha,” a title that Turkish military commanders often held.

• Barbary is North Africa west of Egypt, but often George Peele’s characters use it to mean Morocco.

• Genealogy and History:

Muly Xarif, an immigrant from Arabia, became the ruler of Morocco. 

Muly Xeque, the son of Muly Xarif, succeeded him. 

Muly Xeque had four sons. The eldest — the Moor Muly Abdallas — succeeded him. 

When Muly Abdallas died, his three brothers were supposed to succeed him, in order of age: Abdelmunen was the next oldest, followed by Abdelmelec and then Mahamet Seth (the youngest). 

Muly Abdallas, however, reneged on his promise and put his own eldest son (the Moor Muly Mahamet) on the throne beside him. 

In 1574 Abdallas died and Muly Mahamet became sole ruler of Morocco, although Abdallas’ brothers had a better claim to the throne. 

As the play opens, Abdelmunen is dead, and Abdelmelec is attempting to become the ruler of Morocco. In fact, he is the rightful ruler.

• Dumb shows are brief pantomimed scenes. They are the scenes the author of this book asks you to imagine in the prologue of each chapter.

• In the rhetorical device known as apostrophe, the speaker directly addresses a person who is not present.

• In Elizabethan culture, a man of higher rank would use words such as “thee,” “thy,” “thine,” and “thou” to refer to a servant. However, two close friends or a husband and wife could properly use “thee,” “thy,” “thine,” and “thou” to refer to each other.

• An excellent annotated edition of George Peele’s play can be read and/or downloaded free at elizabethandrama.org:

https://tinyurl.com/rpczdc3

It is copyrighted by Peter Lukacs. If he had not written his annotated edition, I would not have written this retelling of the play.
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— Prologue —

The Presenter says this to you, the audience:

“Honor, which is the spur that pricks the princely mind to follow rule and climb the stately chair that is the throne, with great desire inflames Sebastian, the young King of Portugal, an honorable and courageous king, to undertake a dangerous, dreadful war, and aid with Christian arms the barbarous Moor, the dark-skinned Muly Mahamet, who withholds the kingdom from his uncle Abdelmelec, whom proud Abdallas wronged, and in his throne installs his cruel son, who now usurps the position of this prince, this brave lord from Barbary: Muly Abdelmelec of Morocco.”

In other words, this play will be about King Sebastian of Portugal fighting on the side of the Moor Muly Mahamet, a usurper of the throne of Morocco, against the rightful King of Morocco: Muly Abdelmelec.

The Presenter continued:

“The passage to the crown was made by murder. 

“Abdallas died, and granted power to this tyrant king — Muly Mahamet — whose story we will relate — sprung from the Arabian Moor, black in his look, and bloody in his deeds. And in his shirt, stained with a cloud of gore, he presented himself, with naked sword in hand, accompanied, as now you may behold, with devils coated in the shapes of men.”

Imagine this:

The Moor Muly Mahamet, his son, the Moor’s attendant, and some pages who attend Muly Mahamet stand together. The Moor Muly Mahamet’s two younger brothers arrive. Muly Mahamet shows them the bed, and then he and the others leave them, and they begin to sleep. 

The Presenter continued:

“Some people are silenced by being murdered by kindred. Read onward and see what heinous stratagems these damned people contrive. 

“Look, alas, this traitor-king sends these young lords, both of whom are his younger brothers, to their longest home — the grave — much like poor lambs prepared for sacrifice!”

Imagine this scene:

The Moor Muly Mahamet and two murderers bring into the bedroom his uncle Abdelmunen. 

The two murderers then draw aside the curtains surrounding the bed and smother the two young princes in the bed.

After doing this in sight of Muly Mahamet’s shocked uncle — Abdelmunen — the two murderers strangle him in his chair, and then go forth. 

In other words, the Moor Muly Mahamet murders some of his relatives to keep his throne safe. He murders his younger brothers in case they later become ambitious, and he murders his uncle Abdelmunen, who in fact should have become the ruler of Morocco after Muly Mahamet’s father died. Abdelmunen was naïve when he went with the Moor Muly Mahamet and two murderers into the bedroom.
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