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    Hello to all my readers, new and old!

I wanted to say thank you so much for reading this book. It is a labour of love for me to work on my craft!

As a show of gratitude for you all enabling me to live my dream, please visit my substack page. I often give out free audiobooks and e-books for my fans over there. And the best part is, there is ZERO cost. It will always be 100% free to follow me and my stories over there.

If you'd like to claim your free audiobook, head to https://msnaughtee.substack.com/
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Chapter 1: Re-Introduced
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Andy. God, I'd always hated that name.

Even before I knew why I hated it, before I had the words to explain the way it felt like wearing clothes three sizes too small, before I understood that the uncomfortable squirming sensation in my chest whenever someone called it out wasn't just teenage angst—I hated it. Andy felt like sandpaper against my skin, like a song played in the wrong key, like trying to write with my left hand when I was so obviously right-handed.

But Arielle? Arielle felt like coming home.

I practiced saying it in the mirror for months before I told anyone. "Hi, I'm Arielle." "Arielle Matthews, nice to meet you." "Sorry, could you repeat that? I'm Arielle." Each time, my reflection seemed to smile a little brighter, stand a little straighter. Like she—like I—was finally becoming real.

Two days. Two days until I walk onto the university campus as myself, properly myself, for the first time. No more awkward corrections, no more wincing when professors read attendance lists, no more of that horrible pause when people looked at me and tried to reconcile what they were seeing with what they thought they knew.

I suppose I should feel nervous. Mum keeps asking if I'm anxious about starting university, and honestly? The academic bit doesn't scare me at all. I've always been clever—perhaps too clever for my own good, as my Grade 12 English teacher loved to remind me whenever I'd argue with her interpretations of whatever depressing novel we were studying. No, the coursework will be fine. It's everything else that has my stomach doing gymnastics routines.

OEBPS/d2d_images/chapter_title_above.png





OEBPS/d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_left.png





OEBPS/d2d_images/cover.jpg
VAN

[y






OEBPS/d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_right.png
GXO+—





OEBPS/d2d_images/chapter_title_below.png





