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CHAPTER ONE

Winner and Loser
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When Robert said he was going to hire another barber, Theo wasn't worried. He didn't think twice about it until the day that new barber showed up. That's because the new barber, Franklin, was gay.

Theo was gay too, and therein lied the problem—Robert didn't want to share. He worked at the City Barbershop of Wilmington, Delaware, a local institution in the neighborhood. It was known far and wide as a place where black men could go to be among their peers, away from the stresses of women and the white world. It was a place where black cops and thugs sat without concern for their differences, where Graybloods and Nine Tats talked basketball and the weather, and it was known for something else as well.

The City Barbershop had long had a reputation as a place where black men could go to swing downlow without anyone finding out. What happened at the City Barbershop stayed at the City Barbershop. That was as ironclad a rule as 'no-snitching', and it was a rule that everyone in the neighborhood abided by, even the snitches and cops.

That was perfect for Theo because he was gay. He loved sucking off straight men, especially the kind of black thugs who often asked for a blowjob (or sometimes even more than that) after their haircut. The shop's reputation kept Theo rolling in as much fine straight cock as he could ever want.

Of course, that also meant he rarely both had the time and inclination to actually go out and meet people. He had been single for a year and a half, with no serious relationships in many years more than that. He was starting to get old enough that that mattered to him a lot. How long could he act like this? He'd be the punchline to a mean joke if he was still sucking off straight machos who denigrated him when he was a middle-aged twinkie barber.

So he didn't think he should have been so upset that Franklin came to work at the City Barbershop. If Franklin—who was younger, cuter and more feminine than Theo, meaning he'd probably have more success with the str8-meat on display here—took over some of the sucking-off-guys perks, that might push Theo into moving on with his life and finding someone he could settle down with. Theo might be forced to look for something more durable than verbal straight trade.

But change was hard, and Theo's mind resisted it at every turn. Franklin was outgoing and charismatic, in stark contrast to Theo. Theo couldn't help but feel like he was being replaced by a newer model. Franklin was Cocksucker 2.0. Theo was out-of-date, out-of-warranty and languishing on the shelves.
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