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 DEDICATION


This is the fifth book that I have written and
the dedication is to the one who has been a part of my life since
1969 and is still the one who inspires me, encourages me and laughs
at my jokes, even when they are not funny. Even when she groans at
my jokes, it sounds likes she laughs. This book is dedicated to my
wife of 44 years, Brenda Sue Boyd.

As with each book, the co-dedication goes to my
son Phillip who, for 27 years—as of the time of this writing—has
inspired me to live my faith out loud. I stand back amazed as he
continues to grow into a man. I also dedicate this to the woman
whom God has brought into his life, his wife, Jamie Boyd. May they
both grow into a man and woman of God.



 INTRODUCTION


This book is dedicated to the daily grazing in
the field of the Word of God. As we not only graze in this
wonderful field, we also ruminate on the Word; and like the cow
chewing the cud—one of the many ruminant animals—we ruminate on the
feast of this Word. According to Dictionary.com the word
ruminate means:

To chew the cud as a ruminant.

To meditate or muse; ponder.

To chew again over and over.

To meditate over and over; ponder.

The cud that is being chewed is defined
again by Dictionary.com as:

The portion of food that a ruminant returns
from the first stomach to the mouth to chew a second time.

Partially digested food regurgitated from
the first stomach of cattle and other ruminants to the mouth for a
second chewing.

To reflect or think over something.

I first discovered the concept of chewing the
cud, a.k.a. ruminating, when I was reading from the book
of Joshua.

“This book of the law shall not depart from your
mouth, but you shall meditate on it day and night, so that you may
careful to do according to all that is written in it, for then you
will make yourself prosperous and then you will have good
success.”

(Joshua 1:8)

The Strong’s Exhaustive Concordance of the Bible
(Strong’s) brings out the Hebrew meaning of the word
mediate as:

MEDITATE: hâgâh
(haw-gaw')= to murmur (in
pleasure or anger); by implication to ponder: - imagine,
meditate, mourn, mutter, roar, X sore, speak, study, talk, utter.
(Strong’s)

That surely implies that if we want to have
prosperity and good success then we must do more than just a
cursory reading of the Word of God. I am thinking that this
‘prosperity’ and ‘good success,’ in light of the Scriptures, is
more than attaining stuff and succeeding in life. For me, biblical
prosperity and good success are defined as:

Prosperity: Having enough to meet my needs
with an overflow to meet other’s needs.

Good Success: Accomplishing the purposes of
God in my life.

These two things are hinged on me taking the
Word of God and:

Muttering under my breath

Pondering

Imaging

Meditating

Mourning/Groaning

Roaring

Speaking

Talking

Uttering

It is my hope that this book of Daily Cud will
help you to focus on the Word of God and set you into the motion of
meditating and ruminating on the Word of God. That it will be part
of the process of renewing your mind by keeping it on the Spirit,
where there is life and peace, and off of the flesh, where there is
death.

Instead of one, thick book of 365 readings for
the year, this devotional will be divided into four volumes of
three months’ worth each. They will include readings from the Old
Testament, the New Testament, Psalms and Proverbs, or—as I like to
call them—Pro-Verbs. The length of the readings will vary.
Initially, there will be multiple readings from Genesis as we get
into the pattern of working through the year with a new book in the
pattern. Occasionally, as the Spirit leads, we may go to another
book. Hopefully, by the end of the year, we will have gleaned an
overview of God speaking to humankind.

Rodney-isms

As you are reading through this collection of
devotions, you may come across words or phrases that are new to
your vernacular. These are what we call Rodney-isms. Here is a
guide for understanding them.

When we mention the Ruminator Class (Sunday
School class) we are talking about a group of people who take the
Word of God and begin to meditate or ruminate on it like a cow
chews the cud. The cow will eat food, chew it, swallow it through
four stomachs and then regurgitated the food back in form of a cud
and begin to chew it. They tend to look like they are meditating or
ruminating as they chew.

The word Pro-Verbs is taken from the
book of Proverbs, one of the books of wisdom in the Old Testament.
I wrote a 31-day devotional on the 31 chapters of Proverbs that
looks at the teachings of positive action between a father and son.
I call these Pro-Verbs because Pro = positive and Verb = an
action word; thus, Pro-Verbs or Positive-Action.

When I am talking about a man or a woman, I
distinguish between them by calling them man or
wo-man. When I talk about human beings in general, I call
them hu-mans in keeping with the distinguishing
differences.

Big S and little s is what I
use to distinguish The Holy Spirit (Big S) from the human spirit
(little s). For example, in Genesis we see that the Spirit of God
(Big S) was hovering over the dark waters. Later, we see in the
book of Proverbs (Pro-Verbs) that the spirit of man (little s) is
the lamp of the Lord.

Whenever you read satan or
devil, I will not capitalize these names because I don’t
feel they deserve the recognition. While satan may be a
proper name and is given a capital S in the Bible, I try to make
the point that, compared to God—to Whom I give a big G—is much
greater than satan, who is known as the god (little g) of this
world. (2 Corinthians 4:4) Another aspect of the devil is I call
him d-evil. He is evil and again it is just another way I choose
not to show respect to him. An interesting little note is that if
you turn evil around, it spells live.

I hope this insight on various Rodney-isms
enhances your reading pleasure.

Rodney Boyd



 DAY 1


BE A BURDEN CASTER

“Cast your burden upon the Lord, and He will
sustain you; He will never allow the righteous to be
shaken.”

(Psalm 55:22)

As with many of the Psalms, there are enemies
surrounding the psalmist causing trouble and emotional upheaval. In
Psalm 55, the emotional upheaval includes:

Restless

Distracted

Anguish

Terror

Fear

Trembling

Horror

I classify these emotions as burdens that weigh
you down. When you are weighed down with emotional upheaval, what
do you do? Do you take on the burdens and try to fix things
yourself, or do you do as the psalmist and, “Cast your burden
upon the Lord?”

We see that to effectively, “Cast your
burden/anxiety upon Him,” (1Peter 5:7, addition mine) you must
humble yourself. If you don’t, “Humble yourself under the mighty
hand of God,” (1 Peter 5:6), you can never be, “lifted
up/exalted at the proper time,” (1 Peter 5:6) and never be able
to, “Cast your anxiety/burden on Him.” (1 Peter 5:7,
addition mine)

The cause-and-effect of casting your burden upon
the Lord is:

He will sustain you.

He will never allow the righteous to be
shaken.

God will bring them (the enemies) down to
the pit of destruction.

Men of bloodshed and deceit will not live
out half their days.

The bottom line is trust.

“But I will trust in Thee.”

(Psalm 55:23)

The casting of your burdens on the Lord is an
outward manifestation about whom you trust: the enemy or the
Lord?

PRAYER: Lord, I humble myself and I am
casting all my anxieties, burdens, troubles on You, because I know
that You can handle them. Amen.



 DAY 2


YOU CAN RUN, RUN, RUN, BUT YOU SURE CAN’T
HIDE

“The wicked flee when no one is pursuing, but the
righteous are bold as a lion.”

(Pro-Verbs 28:1)

The Temptations’ anthem to the troubles of the
world, “Ball of Confusion,” tells us about the people running or
fleeing from their troubles. These people are trying to hide, but
the song points out that, “you can run, run, run, but you sure
can’t hide.”

When someone is fleeing from someone else, there
is no rest. They are driven by fear of their pursuer. Who could be
pursuing the wicked? Who could keep them on the run? Do they hear
the roar of a bold lion behind them?

Francis Thompson wrote a poem The Hound of
Heaven. The first few lines speak of this pursuit.

THE HOUND OF HEAVEN

(Francis Thompson)

I fled Him, down the nights and down the
days

I fled Him down the arches of the years

I fled Him down the labyrinthine ways

Of my own mind; and in the mist of tears

I hid from Him, under running laughter

Many years later, a Christian rock group by the
name of Daniel Amos, was inspired by Thompson’s poem to write a
song called, The Hound of Heaven. In the song, they said
that you can’t run from the Hound of Heaven.

According to Pro-Verbs 28:1, the wicked flee
when no one is pursuing; just imagine how they flee when the
Creator of the universe is in pursuit of their souls. Just imagine
how those who call themselves Christians, who are on the run in
their flesh, hear the sounds of the Holy Spirit pursuing them.

PRAYER: Father, I am stopping my running.
Enemies may pursue me and I am fearful; but when the Lion of Judah
is in pursuit, I know that I will be safe in Your arms. Amen.



 DAY 3


PERISH THE THOUGHT

“Go, assemble all the Jews who are found in Susa,
and fast for me; do not eat or drink for three days, night or day.
I and my maidens also will fast in the same way. And thus I will go
into the king that is not according to the law; and if I perish, I
perish.”

(Esther 4:16)

The book of Esther is one of two books in the
Bible with a woman’s name as the title. In the book of Esther, the
word, “God,” is not mentioned, but as many theologians have pointed
out, God is all over the book. As Henrietta C. Mears explains in
her book, “What The Bible is All About Bible Handbook,” the book of
Esther is named for a Jewish orphan who became a Persian queen.

Esther’s name means “star” and, as I read the
book of Esther, I see her as a rising star who became an advocate
for her people. When I read about Esther and her heroic attitude, I
am reminded of Jesus, Who was and is the ultimate advocate for me.
Jesus went to point of perishing and then crossed the perishing
line and perished as an advocate and substitute for me.

“…if I perish, I perish.”

(Esther 4:16)

In Psalm 118:24, this messianic psalm sings,

“This is the day
which the Lord has made let us rejoice and be glad in
it.”

(Psalm 118:24, emphasis mine)

Some theologians tell us that, “the day”
the Lord made was the day of the cross.

As Mordecai, Esther’s adoptive uncle who raised
her as his daughter, said:

“For if you remain silent at this time, relief
and deliverance will arise for the Jews from another place and you
and your father’s house will perish. And how know whether you have
not attained royalty for such a time as
this?”

(Esther 4:14, emphasis mine)

Esther had a purpose, “for such a time as
this,” and she was willing to declare, “if I perish, I
perish.” Jesus, too, had a purpose, “for such a time of
this,” and He went to the point of perishing (but He rose
again).

PRAYER: Lord, I thank You that I have
purpose and a time, but it is Your purpose and Your time. Lord help
me to die daily. (1 Corinthians 15:31) Amen.



 DAY 4


THIS THING CALLED ‘THE WALK OF LOVE’

“And this is the love that we walk according to
His commandments. This is the commandment, just as you have heard
from the beginning that you should walk in it.”

(2 John 1:6)

LOVE: agapē
(ag-ah'-pay)=From G25; love, that is, affection or
benevolence; specifically (plural) a love
feast: - (feast of) charity ([-ably]), dear, love. G5:
agapaō (ag-ap-ah'-o+)=to love (in a social or moral
sense): - (be-) love (-ed). (Strong’s)

Under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, John
wrote about this thing called love back in his gospel:

“For God so loved the world that He gave His only
begotten Son, that whosoever believes in Him should not perish but
have everlasting life.”

(John 3:16, emphasis mine)

In his second epistle, written many years later,
John was still writing about love. He wrote that love
should be walked out based according to God’s commandments. It was
not a new commandment that John was making up, but one that they
had heard from the beginning. The bottom line is that this thing
called love should be walked according to, and based upon,
something. That something is God’s commandments.

“And now I ask you, lady, not as writing to you a
new commandment, but the one which we have had from the beginning,
that we love one another.”

(2 John 1:5)

COMMANDMENTS: entolē (en-tol-ay')=From
G1781; injunction, that is, an
authoritative prescription: - commandment, precept.
G1781: entellomai (en-tel'-lom-ahee)= to
enjoin: - (give) charge, (give) command(-ments), enjoin.
(Strong’s)

The Sadducees, Pharisees and Herodians debated
and argued with Jesus, hoping to entrap Him about various issues.
When one of the scribes saw that Jesus knew what He was talking
about. (Mark 12:13-28), he asked Jesus, “What commandment is the
foremost of all?” Jesus responded with:

“The foremost is hear O Israel; The Lord our God
is one Lord (Deuteronomy 6:4); and
you shall love the Lord with all your heart, and with all your
soul, and with all mind you mind, and with all your strength.
(Deuteronomy 6:5) The second is this
you shall love your neighbor as yourself. (Leviticus 19:18) There is no other commandment
greater than these.”

(Mark 12:29-31)

This is what John was talking about when he said
that this is not a new commandment. As we obey the commandment of
love, by directing it first towards the Lord and then to our
neighbor, we walk it out.

WALK: peripateo (per-pat-eh'-o)=to tread all around,
that is, walk at large (especially as proof of ability);
figuratively to live, deport oneself,
follow (as a companion or votary): - go, be occupied with,
walk (about). (Strong’s)

This love walk is a walk of faith. That makes
sense as, “faith working through love.” (Galatians 5:6) You
really cannot love someone unless you do it by faith working
through love. Many times, your love will be rejected so as you,
“walk by faith and not by sight,” (2 Corinthians 5:7) you
follow His commandments.

PRAYER: Father, I am pressing into You
and loving You more and more with the totality of my being. Help me
as I step out by faith to obey Your commandments to love one
another, to love my neighbor as myself. Amen.



 DAY 5


IN GOD WE TRUST

“When I am afraid, I will put my trust in
Thee.”

(Psalm 56:3)

In the United States, “In God we trust” is
imprinted upon our most precious commodity; our money. So much for
“separation of church and state.” The sad state of affairs is that
we carry money around with us more than we carry God in our
thoughts. In today’s world, the phrase is, “In money I trust,” or
“In government I trust,” or “In myself I trust.”

The psalmist in his supplication for deliverance
knew in Whom his trust rested. His problems were listed in Psalm
56:1-3 and included:

Man has trampled upon me.

Man was fighting all day long.

Man was oppressing him.

They are many who fight proudly against
me.

I am afraid.

The psalmist begins to make declarations about
Who he trusts, man or God. He declares:

When I am afraid, I will put my trust in
Thee.

In God, Whose word I praise.

In God I have put my trust.

I shall not be afraid.

What can a mere man do to me?

The next time you are in the midst of
trouble—when enemies surround you, when mere men are troubling
you—take out a dollar bill, and read aloud what is written upon it,
“In God we trust!” You might even want to add a personal pronoun to
it and declare, “In God I trust!” I would suggest that you kick it
up a notch and really make it personal by shouting, “In God
fill in your name trusts!”

PRAYER: Father God, as trials, troubles
and tribulations swirl around me, I know that I cannot buy my way
out of them. I do know that my answer is written on the money and
it declares my solution to trials, troubles and tribulations. In
God I trust. Amen.



 DAY 6


RIGHTEOUS REJOICING AND WICKED GROANING

“When the righteous increase the people rejoice,
but when a wicked man rules, people groan.”

(Pro-Verbs 29:2)

In this crazy, mixed up, upside down world that
we live in, the roles have been reversed. Good is bad and bad is
good. To be righteous is sneered at and wickedness is applauded.
Thank God for His Word, where the moral compass is set and we can
calibrate our standard of life by His wisdom and not the world’s
flawed outlook on life.

“As it is written, ‘There is none righteous, no
not one.’”

(Romans 3:10; Psalm 14:1-3; Psalm 53:1-4)

If this remains true, then the people will never
rejoice. The righteous cannot increase or even exist. You can take
zero righteous men and multiply it by one hundred and you still
come up with zero righteous men.

“For in the Gospel (the
Death, Burial and Resurrection of Jesus Christ) the
righteousness of God is revealed from faith to faith; as it is
written, ‘But the righteous man shall live by faith.’”

(Romans 1:17; Habakkuk 2:4; Galatians 3:11;

Hebrews 10:38, addition mine)

Notice that both of these statements, “there
is none righteous,” and “the righteous shall live by
faith,” starts off with, “as it is written.” Something
had to take place that kick started this thing called
righteousness, so that, “the righteous increase.” Without
the increase of the righteous, there can be no rejoicing of the
people, and the wicked will rule. Instead of rejoicing, there will
be groaning among the people. What—no, Who—took place was
Jesus.

“He (God) made
Him (Jesus) Who knew no sin to be
sin for us (you, me, the world),
that we might become (go from one state of
being to another) the righteousness of God in Him
(Jesus).”

(2 Corinthians 5:21, addition mine)

For this rejoicing to take place, there must be
an increase in, “the righteousness of God in Christ.” As
Christians follow the precepts of God, then there will be a people
rejoicing instead of the groaning of people under the thumb of the
wicked man.

PRAYER: Lord, thank You for allowing me
to be in Christ. Thank You that I have been brought out of darkness
in to Your marvelous light. (1 Peter 2:9) Thank You that I have
been delivered from the domain (authority) of darkness and
transferred to the kingdom of Your beloved Son (Jesus). (Colossians
1:13) Thank You that I am a new creation in Christ (righteous) and
that the old things (unrighteousness) have passed away. (2
Corinthians 5:17) Amen.



 DAY 7


THE MAN IN THE LAND OF UZ

“There was a man in the land of Uz, whose name
was Job, and that man was blameless, upright, fearing God, and
turning away from evil.”

(Job 1:1)

Whenever I hear the name, “Uz,” I think of “Oz,”
the fairy tale land of L. Frank Baum. Uz was a real place where a
real man named Job lived. In God’s eyes, Job was:

Blameless

Upright

Fearing God

Turning away from evil

In the first chapter of Job, when the sons of
God (most likely angelic beings) came to present themselves before
the Lord, satan (the adversary) was among them. The Lord initiated
the conversation and questioned where satan came from. Of course,
God already knew, but as it has been said before about men and
their purposes, “There is method in his madness.” Now God is not
mad, but He does have method and purposes for all that He does.

The adversary told God,

“From roaming about on the earth and walking
around it.”

(Job 1:7)

This goes along with the description found in 1
Peter:

“Be of sober spirit, be on the alert. Your
adversary (satan, the d-evil)
prowls about like a roaring lion, seeking someone to
devour.”

(1 Peter 5:8, addition mine)

Obviously, God knew why satan the adversary was
there, as He continued with this statement.

“And the Lord said to satan, “Have you considered
My servant, Job? For there is no one like him on the earth, a
blameless and upright man, fearing God and turning away from
evil.”

(Job 1:8)

The story continues as satan accuses Job of
being like he was because God covered him. Remove the hand of
protection, satan says, and Job would curse the Lord. (Job 1:9-11)
God (who had set up satan) laid out the ground work for what satan
would do.

“Then the Lord said to satan, ‘Behold, all that
he has in in your power, only do not put forth your and on him.’ So
satan departed from the presence of the Lord.”

(Job 1:12)

Then, four things happened to Job in rapid
succession.

The oxen were plowing and the donkeys
feeding beside them, and the Sabeans attacked and took them. They
also killed his servants with the edge of the sword.

The fire of God fell from heaven and burned
up the sheep and the servants and consumed them.

The Chaldeans formed three bands and made a
raid on the camels and took them and slew the servants with the
edge of the sword

A great wind came from across the wilderness
and struck the four corners of the house where Job’s children were.
The house fell and they died.

Job’s response to these tragedies was
worship.

“Then Job arose and tore his robe and shaved his
head, and he fell to the ground and worshiped. He said, ‘Naked I
came from my mother’s womb, and naked I shall return there. The
Lord gave and the Lord has taken away. Blessed be the name of the
Lord.’”

(Job 1:20-21)

The bottom line with this first wave of attack
from satan the adversary was exactly the opposite from what satan
had told God.

“Through all this Job did not sin nor did he
blame God.”

(Job 1:22)

PRAYER: Lord, help me to be like Job as I
go through all that I go through. Let me sing the old Andrea Crouch
song, “Through it all, I’ve learned to trust in Jesus.”
Amen.



 DAY 8


PROSPERITY, GOD STYLE

“Beloved, I pray that in all respects you may
prosper and be in health, just as your soul prospers.”

(3 John 1:2)

PROSPER: euodoo (yoo-od-o'-o)= to help on the road,
that is, (passively) succeed in reaching;
figuratively to succeed in business affairs: - (have a)
prosper (-ous journey). (Strong’s)

Some people say that this verse in 3 John was
just a greeting in an epistle like, “Dear So and So,” They say it
is just a salutation and that John really didn’t mean that he
wanted them to, “prosper and be in health, even as you soul
prospers.”

I believe he meant what he said and wanted them
to prosper.

Biblical prosperity does not exclude tangible
things like money, homes and materials possessions. After all, it
is all God’s and we are simply stewards of what He has given us.
Take a cursory look at the Bible and we see that there were some
rich people in it. God is not against money, mammon or much
possession; but He is against those things ruling your life.

“This book of the law shall not depart from your
mouth but you shall meditate on it day and night so that you might
be careful to do according to all that is written in it; then you
will make your way prosperous and
then you shall have good
success.”

(Joshua 1:8, emphasis mine)

PROSPEROUS: tsaw-lakh',
(tsaw-lay'-akh)=A primitive root; to push
forward, in various senses (literally or figuratively, transitively
or intransitively): - break out, come (mightily), go over, be good,
be meet, be profitable, (cause to, effect, make to, send) prosper
(-ity, -ous, -ously). (Strong’s)

This prosperity that John is writing about is
not just rubbing a magic lamp or winning the lottery. This
prosperity is based on the believer’s connection with the Word of
God. It is based on meditating/ ruminating on the Word of God,
followed by the cause-and-effect of doing the Word of God. The
cause-and-effect in Joshua’s day was prosperity and good success.
The cause-and-effect was—and still is—to being able to push forward
and break out and be profitable and prosperous. This is not only in
the material world, but in the physical health world and in the
soul world.

Oh, to push forward and break out in health and
the totality of who we are, spirit, soul and body.

PRAYER: Lord, thank You for Your word and
thank You for Your heartbeat for the totality of who I am in You.
Thank You for meeting my needs (not my greeds) according to Your
riches in glory in Christ Jesus. Amen.



 DAY 9


THE SHADOW OF REFUGE

“Be gracious to me, O God, be gracious to me, for
my soul takes refuge in Thee; and in the shadow of Thy wings I will
take refuge, until destruction passes by.”
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