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Alpha, who tried to control the pounding rhythm of his heartbeat as he wiped oily strands of black hair from his eyes, was ecstatic. He stared, transfixed, at seemingly endless lines of black and white code on the stained screen of his computer monitor. He, as well as his partner, Sinbad, had finally cracked into one of the most well-guarded websites in the world. Its parent company was listed in the tens of millions on a recent reveal of the planet’s most affluent businesses. It handled the accounts of dozens of international banking conglomerates, overseeing transactions that often paved the way for millions of dollars in earnings every week.

Syndicate Incorporated, it was called, and it was notorious for its secrecy. The business had no physical location, and not a single one of its top representatives had ever been photographed or revealed to the rest of the world. Its mystery could be compared to the silence maintained by the CIA.
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