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As I wrote in one of my blogs, Temples in India have a cultural mooring. The Sri Krishna Guruvayur Temple in the District of Thrissur is probably the temple closest to the heart of the people of Kerala, specially for those of us who have migrated away from Kerala for a living.
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THE NEON LIGHT IMAGE of Guruvayurappan on the main Arch just before the entrance.

[image: image]

The entrance to the temple.

I GREW UP IN MUMBAI and remember the "Kochu Guruvayur" temple in Matunga. Kochu means small in Malayalam. This was a temple built by the Ashtika Samaj initially as a Sri Ramachandra temple. Later, based on demands from devotees the temple added lord Karthikeya, Navagraha idols, lord Kochu Guruvayurappan and Lord Ayyappa. Thus, this became a multiplex temple!

For each and every function all the Keralites would rush off to this small temple. Whether it was marriages, birthdays or any festival you could be sure of a large number of us congregating here at Kochu Guruvayur.

The annual visits to Kerala during vacations would also involve at least one visit to the original Guruvayur temple. Even today for all of us spread over the world a visit to Kerala would involve a visit to Guruvayur for Darshan.
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