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TWO OF MY EDITORS:

“Look forward to getting a copy. Certainly will have a few friends buy a copy. It was well written.” —Blaine

“It’s a good read. I look forward to sharing with a couple of friends once it’s published.” —Brent

Booksprout Review: “Very enlightening book. It poses many great questions without trying to lead you to the answers they want. Great read for believers of any ilk.”

Amazon Review: “The author is attempting to address the complex subject of predestination. He quite rightly places Scripture as the highest authority not systems of theology. What is God’s part in the salvation of the soul, do we have any ‘choice’ or is it Divinely predestined. Interestingly is his consideration regarding all the labels used by theologians in relation to their particular stance on theology. You will gain immense value from reading the book, not matter what your current standpoint is. Reviewed by me from a copy supplied.” Ian F

Goodreads Review: https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/234375624-freedom-to-choose

Second Edition
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SINCE THE PUBLICATION of that first edition (a different ISBN number), a few people have asked for other sources that disagree with five-point Calvinism. These sources are not all “Arminians,” which covers a wide spectrum of beliefs. Five-Point Calvinism does not allow a spectrum, or it ceases to be Five Points.

I placed these names at the end of this second edition.

Copyright© 2025 Floyd E Schneider

All rights reserved. No portion of this book may be reproduced in any form without written permission from the publisher or author, except as permitted by U.S. Copyright law.

This publication is designed to provide accurate and authoritative information in regard to the subject matter covered. It is sold with the understanding that neither the author, nor the publisher is engaged in rendering legal, investment, accounting, or other professional services. While the publisher and author have used their best efforts in preparing this book, they make no representations or warranties with respect to the accuracy or completeness of the contents of this book specifically disclaim any implied warranties of merchantability or fitness for a practical purpose. No warranties may be created were extended by sales representatives or written sales materials. The advice and strategies contained herein may not be suitable for your situation. You should consult with a professional when appropriate. Neither the publisher nor the author will be liable for any loss of profit, or any other commercial damages, including but not limited to special, incidental, consequential, personal, or other damages.

Second edition 2025, ISBN: 979-8-89971-498-6

Dedication
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TO DR. JOHN LENNOX, who indirectly motivated me to help those struggling with their deep uncertainties about their faith, and to Dr. David MacLeod, a good friend who constantly challenged me theologically.

To Dr. David Gooding, who further embedded it into my soul that the Bible contains the very words of God.

And most of all, to Christine, who has the same passion for the Bible as God’s own words that reveal who He is, what He has done, and what He will do.

Two sides?

"To recommend faith to others, we must make it the subject of persuasion, and not of compulsion."– Arminius

“If God’s sovereignty is restricted by man's freedom, then God is not sovereign; man is sovereign.“ – R. C. Sproul

What does the biblical text actually say?
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​READ THIS. IT’S IMPORTANT
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Keep a close watch on yourself and on the teaching. Persist in this, for by so doing you will save both yourself and your hearers." —1 Timothy 4:16

One of my life verses. One of my reasons for continually studying the Scriptures and asking myself, have I gotten it right? My motivation for writing this book.

I’ve spent a lot of years evangelizing in Europe, Russia, and America. Along the way, unsaved friends (and enemies) have raised the question as to how much freedom God gives humans in making the decision to believe in Him and follow Him. When I asked where the question came from, they always replied, “Some Christian told me that God personally selects those He wants in heaven, and the rest have no other option but hell. I’ve always circumvented that question with Matthew 7:7, “If you seek, you will find. Are you seeking?”

More recently, however, I’ve met a number of believers who believe that they don’t really need to evangelize since God has already chosen those whom He will drag into His club. One pastor who believes this circumvented the issue by saying that we need to evangelize because God commanded us to do so, even if we can’t understand why God made that kind of selection without giving everyone an opportunity to at least refuse His offer.

I’ve witnessed depression caused by the fear in a person believing that he is going to hell and there’s nothing he can do about it. Why? Because someone told him that his faith won’t change God’s mind. Elect or not. Predestined or not. Chosen or not. Tough luck. You’re just going to have to live and die with what you’ve been handed.

I’m writing this book to challenge that viewpoint. One man on Reddit who holds this view wrote, “I’ve heard it all. Calvinism is correct, and the others are wrong." I’m not writing for those with that attitude.

How should I approach this subject?

Colossians 3:12 tells us to put on a heart of kindness, among other things. However, Jesus obliterated the arrogant with His scathing remarks. In Romans 11:22, Paul defined God's kindness as His offer of salvation as opposed to God’s “severity” toward those who reject His offer.

Kindness and harshness are not opposites. They are used in different contexts. Jesus showed kindness toward those humble enough to realize they might be wrong. He used harshness toward arrogance, especially from religious and theological viewpoints.

He exhibited rude and harsh behavior when He tore up the temple in John 2. He verbally destroyed the Scribes with extreme rebukes in the Sermon on the Mount. He ripped into the Pharisees with His eight “woe” condemnations in Matthew 23. Peter’s adamant attacks against false teachers in 2nd Peter fit this category of communication style. Yahweh even used a bit of sarcasm when He had Isaiah write Isaiah 58:2. Look it up. Please read it in context, or you will misunderstand it.

I intend to use challenging rhetorical questions because I admit to having a low tolerance for terrible logic. However, I also recognize that those who disagree with me will feel the same way about what they believe to be my terrible logic.

Dr. John Lennox wrote and published a book entitled Determined to Believe? The Sovereignty of God, Freedom, Faith, and Human Responsibility, published by Zondervan, Grand Rapids, 2017. I’ve recommended his book to almost everyone asking this question. 

Now that I’m “retired,” I’ve decided to write a shorter version of John’s book. I have freely copied his quotations from other sources and credited them all. I’ve modified the topic structure because I’ve modified the topic structure. I’ve also added a few things that contribute to this topic. Our different “voices” will account for my more direct challenge to those who strongly believe in a mysterious box where God hides everything that they believe humans can’t understand.

Since God did not write a theology book, I will attempt to prioritize the biblical text over theology.

When we misinterpret the text, we get our theology wrong. When we get our theology wrong, we usually read that wrong theology back into the text, and that skewers our interpretation of the text. “Systematic” theology then becomes nothing more than a bunch of misplaced cross references. And I have a PhD in Systematic Theology.

I want to add that John talked me into writing my very first book, which was on evangelism. After three years of writing, he even helped me get it published. Thanks to John’s influence in my life, that book, having survived numerous editions, is still in print. Evangelism for the Fainthearted.

We also need to avoid theological labels. John’s book thoroughly shows God’s view of labels in 1 Corinthians 1-4. In those chapters, Paul condemned label placement.

"Now these things, brothers, I have applied to myself and Apollos for your sakes, so that in us you may learn not to go beyond what is written so that no one of you will become puffed up on behalf of one against the other." —1 Corinthians 4:6

If you are hung up on titles, please read John’s book. Entire volumes have been written on the Calvinists, Hyper-Calvinists, Ultra-Calvinists, Neo-Calvinists, Resurgent Calvinists, Neo-Puritans, Semi-Pelagians, Semi-Agustinians, Arminians, Reformed, Calminians.

Those who adamantly claim to be in such a group suffer from the misguided belief that categories are essential to Jesus and their own sanctification. Those categories are usually only essential for acceptance into a specific theological group. We can reveal this label hysteria by asking one question: What is a ________________ (fill in the blank with any of the above labels and wait for thirty-five different answers from twenty people).

I don’t believe Augustine, Pelagius, Luther, Erasmus, Calvin, Beze, Arminius, Whitefield, or Wesley intended to start their own cults.

Those who use labels expect people to believe their theology, and those who disagree with them are labeled as not understanding Scripture correctly. Self-proclaimed “Calvinists” like R. C. Sproul, Sr., J. I. Packer, and O. R. Johnston have even stated that non-Calvinists are “barely saved,” “un-Christian” or“ anti-Christian.” (Willing to Believe: The Controversy over Free Will, R. C. Sproul, Sr., p. 24.). The essence of the Reformation was to put the Bible into the hands of ordinary people in their own languages. Why? So ordinary people could read the Bible for themselves and not have to listen to authoritarian theologians who promote divisiveness over theology.

Ultimately, those theologians have turned the theology of a handful of Reformers, like Calvin and Luther, into infallible doctrine and have rejected many reformers who disagreed with Calvin and Luther on this topic.

I began this chapter with 1 Timothy 4:16 as my first point of entry. My second point of entry: Is it false teaching to claim that God hates sin (Revelation 2:6, “Yet this you do have, that you hate the deeds (sins) of the Nicolaitans, which I also hate.”) and then promote a theology that logically makes God the author of sin? And if we challenge this gross corruption of simple logic, we are informed that we can’t understand the more profound mysteries of God.

Keep reading.
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​FREEDOM
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Freedom. We all crave it but often misunderstand its vastness, from the freedom to choose our careers to the freedom of speech. It challenges our ethics and morals when we compare it with the freedoms of animals and toss in some philosophical musings about divine determinism.

What’s the most basic tangible form of freedom? Physical freedom. Imagine you’re a bird soaring through the sky, with nothing but the wind guiding you. Sounds impressive, right? Physical freedom means being able to move from point A to point B without any barriers. This is usually about animal survival—finding food, escaping predators, and procreating.

For humans, however, physical freedom is more nuanced. We love our road trips, hiking adventures, and daily commutes. But our physical freedom has limitations, too. Try breaking the speed limit and see how quickly you get pulled over! Laws exist to keep us safe but also limit our physical freedom. Or try running a ten-mile marathon when you’re 80 years old. Your limitations will kill you during the first mile. Or challenge gravity by jumping off a ten-story building without a parachute. Unlimited freedom exists only in science fiction novels.

Emotional freedom. Humans can feel a vast range of emotions—joy, sorrow, anger, love—you name it. We have the freedom to feel these emotions, but two caveats modify that freedom. Yes, we’re supposed to manage and control our emotions. We don’t need any examples for that. But more significant is that every person has a different “make-up.” Not everybody can feel the same way as other people. Emotions aren’t apps that we can add to our personalities. Those personalities limit us.

On the other hand, animals operate more on instinct than emotion and apparently do not go through the same complex emotional processes we do. You don’t ever hear a cat sharing about its mid-life crises, do you? Or maybe they do, and our cat research hasn’t reached the stage of recognizing them.

While we have the freedom to feel and express emotions, numerous societal norms, upbringing, and circumstances often force us to hide those emotions.

Crying in public? People might think you’re losing your marbles. Sharing your true feelings at work? You might risk getting fired. Emotional freedom is a tightrope walk.

Human freedom to think and express our thoughts is unique. We can imagine, create, and innovate. We can build complex societies, write poetry, and invent cool gadgets. Cool as they are, animals don’t engage in this level of intellectual exercise. Sure, a beaver builds a dam, but he's not planning the next big tech startup.

Despite our intellectual freedom, it's often curtailed by internal limitations and external pressures. Internal limitation? I am certainly not as smart as Einstein. External pressures? Educational systems, cultural norms, and political climates can all stifle our ability to think freely. Have you ever had a brilliant idea but were too afraid to share it? Point made.

Social freedom also defines us. It’s all about our relationships and interactions with others. Humans are inherently social creatures. We have friends, families, and communities. Social freedom means choosing who we surround ourselves with, which clubs we join, and whom we marry. Animals have social structures, too, but they mostly stick to a survival-based pack mentality.

Yet, social freedom has its own set of challenges. Whether or not we want to admit it, peer pressure, societal expectations, and cultural norms restrict us all. Your parents might frown upon your choice of friends, or society might look down on your relationship choices. It’s a balancing act, like juggling flaming words while riding a unicycle.

Financial freedom is everyone's dream. It’s the freedom to use your money as you see fit, travel the world, or buy your dream car. Animals don’t deal with money, and I’m sometimes envious. But for us, financial independence equates to freedom.

Yet, achieving financial freedom isn't a walk in the park. Bills, debts, and economic downturns can restrict your financial choices. Have you ever felt like payday can’t come soon enough? That’s a glaring reminder of financial constraints.

Professional freedom allows us to choose our career path, work environment, and professional goals. In the past, people often followed in their parents' footsteps—if your dad was a blacksmith, so were you. Today, we have much more freedom in this area.

But, like all freedoms, it has its limits. Job markets, educational qualifications, and economic demands can all dictate where you end up professionally. Even the morality and ethics of the company or co-workers might hinder you from accepting a job offer.

Every human has the ability to make and build stuff. We want to express ourselves through art, music, writing, and other forms of creativity. Animals create, too—think of birds building intricate nests—but primarily for functional purposes. Humans create for the sheer joy of it, even when there’s no practical application.

However, creative freedom often hits a wall. Internally, if we've even heard of those artists, most of us are not as creative as Rembrandt or Puccini. Externally, censorship, a lack of resources, and harsh criticism can stifle our creative juices. Have you ever been told your painting looks like a kindergarten project? Ouch, right?

How does one define political freedom? You can choose the candidate you want to vote for unless you are in a communist country where the government decides for you. Or unless the voting is rigged in a so-called democratic country. Unless somebody else has more money, you can run for office. You should have a say in how your town, county, state, or nation is governed. However, the higher up you go to attempt to have an impact, the greater the obstacles you face. It’s not like a queen bee who doesn’t hold elections in the hive because her rule is absolute: no questions and no voting booths. Limitations? Corruption, political instability, and restrictive laws can limit your voice. Ever feel like your vote doesn’t count or that the system is rigged?

What is existential freedom? This one’s the closest to home. We have the freedom to ask life’s most profound questions. This one questions our identity. Who am I? Why am I here? What is the meaning of life? Animals live in the moment—no existential dread in the mind of a grazing deer. Externally, nobody can control our thoughts, just our actions.

However, existential freedom can be overwhelming internally. Have you ever felt paralyzed by too many choices or bogged down by the weight of life’s big questions? It’s the paradox of choice: too many options can lead to stress and anxiety. Most people even give up their freedom to ask such questions because they fear the answers they might receive.

At some point, we all begin to wonder about a higher power. Every culture believes in something greater than humans; religions are built on those beliefs. So, how much religious freedom do we have?

The right to believe in whatever god we want to believe in. The right to practice, preach, and proselytize our beliefs. Or to have no faith at all. We recognize that animals don’t form religious congregations. You won’t find a choir of dolphins singing hymns, though that would be quite a sight!

But religious freedom often comes with a price. Some religions fight with each other, and some ban other religions from existing in specific locations. Discrimination, persecution, and societal pressure also curb religious freedom. How often have we seen news stories about people being persecuted for their beliefs?

So far, we’ve seen how internal and external limitations affect our freedoms, but all those freedoms and constraints, even religious freedom, exist at our human level. Is there a level above our human level? Is there a God who created everything? And if this God exists, did He create us with our freedoms and built-in limitations?

I’m not attempting to prove or disprove the existence of God for three reasons.

First, if God exists, then He exists, whether anybody believes in His existence. I can stand out on the freeway during rush hour and yell at the top of my lungs, “There are no cars on this freeway! There are no cars on this freeway! There are no cars. . ..” THUD! I’m dead.

Reality is never determined nor controlled by our beliefs.

In the same way, if God does not exist, then He doesn’t exist. And if He doesn’t exist, He didn’t create humans and has no control over us now.

In the same vein, if God does exist but we don’t believe in Him, we will never be able to connect with Him to determine the level of control He exerts over us.

Second, if we assume that God exists, we need to find out how to communicate with Him so we can ask Him how much He controls our lives.

Third, most religions believe in a higher being, and only a tiny group of people claim that God does not exist. Tons of books have been written to persuade these few of something that the vast majority of the world already believes. I will add only one discussion to this subject at this point.

A young man told me once that God did not exist because the young man had never encountered God. I asked the young man if he had all the experiences of every human being in the world. He replied, “No.” I asked him if God might have existed outside of this young man’s experiences. After some thought, he replied, “Yes.” I answered, “Well, I would like to inform you that God lies inside my experiences. I can say that I know God personally.” As he looked at me with a question mark on his face, I added, “So you now have to decide if I’m crazy or not. And we have known each other for some time now. If you conclude that I’m crazy, you should probably change friends. If, however, you decide that I’m not crazy, then you need to ask yourself if you want to meet and communicate with God or not. He didn’t.

Every religion believes that their god(s) control humans to some extent. We could study every religion to discover which ones believe their god(s) give their followers the most “free will.” I’m not opposed to recommending that you begin such a study, but that could take a lifetime, but if you want to study religions for this purpose, I recommend starting with the only religion that offers an ultimately “free” ticket to enter the club. Let me explain.

I’m all in favor of accepting gifts. If no strings are attached, then I will gladly accept that gift. I’m not an entitlement brat. I do not confuse “free” gifts with “payback” gifts. Payback gifts are initially free, but the giving party expects something in return, like Christmas gifts. I’m not opposed to payback gifts. I enjoy giving and receiving Christmas presents. However, most Christmas gifts are not technically “free.”

I have studied religions extensively and taught courses in world religions at the university level numerous times. The one religion that stands out as offering something totally “free” is the religion with Jesus at the center. Jesus Himself never used the word “religion,” and He would have rejected any religion that did not offer humanity eternal life freely.

All the other religions require their adherents to “do” something at the very beginning to enter the club. Even Jesus wants his followers to “do” things, but that’s after they have been given a free pass to enter his club. Please note: a huge difference exists between thinking something and doing something. This difference takes on a major significance in this book.

Because the Jesus club is based on pure grace, pure grace is defined as “free.” The free pass consists simply of believing (which is thinking, not doing) that Jesus, as God, became a human by adding humanity to His deity(He was born a human like any other baby), lived a sinless life on this earth for thirty-three years, intentionally died on a cross to pay for all of humanity’s sins against God, then He (Jesus) rose from the dead, and promised eternal life with Him, IF a person receives the “free” payment of his sins and chooses to love Jesus, and then attempts to obey Him, from that point forward.

The entry price is “free,” and His followers who have accepted His free entry ticket have been permanently and eternally changed from being just a child of humans to a child of God. A permanent new birth. Read the Gospel of John 1:12-13. After those followers have experienced their new birth (and received their new identity), Jesus wants them to obey Him so He can change them into His image in preparation for receiving eternal life with Him after they die.

Because all the other religions require “payment” by good deeds, they can never guarantee a new identity for all of eternity. So, let’s start with the Jesus club to find out how much God controls humans.

Every religion has its own set of rules. Those religions with no written “sacred” writings have to make up what they believe from village to village and community to community. The religions that base their beliefs on written “sacred” writings vary considerably on who gets to interpret those writings. Hinduism and Buddhism have sacred writings, but the followers first rely on their clergy to interpret the writings and, second, to apply those interpretations to their followers. Those writings are usually impossible for outsiders to understand.

Islam’s Quran is written in Arabic, and opinions differ as to the value of translations. Some Muslims claim that you cannot understand the Quran without reading it in Arabic, while others say that reading a translation is good enough. Islam, like every other religion, is “works-based,” i.e., Allah will not accept you unless you obey the Quran your entire life, and even then, it is iffy.

Judaism’s Torah contains a massive amount of laws in their “sacred” texts as found in the Old Testament part of the Bible.  The Jews developed a system of mandatory good deeds to follow and obey in order to get into heaven. However, throughout the entire Old Testament, from Genesis to Malachi, the writers repeated over and over that God was more interested in the heart of man than in his actions. Just one example from one of the prophets, Hosea 6:6.

“For I delight in lovingkindness rather than sacrifice, and in the knowledge of God rather than burnt offerings.”

The God of the Old Testament first placed emphasis on a person’s desire to grow in his knowledge of God and in living a life of loving people more than the religious rituals prescribed in the law codes.

Which brings us to Jesus as described in the “sacred” text of the New Testament in the Bible. Jesus not only agreed with and repeated Hosea’s emphasis, but Jesus also taught that, after His resurrection, all those Old Testament laws had been removed and replaced with a total emphasis on the heart of man. Every book in the New Testament emphasizes the “free” grace. Sorry, that’s a tautology, where two words describe the same thing, like black darkness, burning fire, Schwarzwald forest (“wald” means “forest”); Drakensberg Mountains (“berg” means “mountains”); Torpenhow Hill is a fictional hill in England that means "hill-hill-hill Hill. I use the phrase “free grace” to emphasize what is not always so obvious to some.

To repeat: every book in the New Testament emphasizes “free” grace, which is then followed by an appeal to attempt to follow and obey Jesus. Identity first, then rules. Not rules to hopefully and eventually change one’s identity, of which there is no certainty about what will happen to you after you die. Jesus said that he gives eternal life to people now, in this life, which they will continue to have after death.

John 5:24 “Truly, truly, I say to you, he who hears My word, and believes Him who sent Me, has eternal life, and does not come into judgment, but has passed out of death into life."

Now what does the Bible say about how much God controls humans and the followers of Jesus? How much freedom does God grant to humans to make their own decisions? How much “free will” does He really give us?

The most important principle required when interpreting any piece of written material, whether it be a newspaper or a sacred text, is context. Words have different meanings in different contexts. That’s extremely important. What did the author mean by what the author wrote in the context in which he wrote it? The worst mistake we can make is taking a verse out of its context to prove an interpretation in another part of that sacred text. We need to constantly be on guard against that mistake.

We start with the text. We attempt to interpret the words in the text within the context where the words are used. Then, we do the same thing to the next text. And the next text. And the next text. Once we have covered the entire Bible, then, and only then, do we attempt to put together what is known as a “systematic theology.” Theology is man’s attempt to explain everything about a subject found in the Bible. According to the Bible, God wrote the text of the Bible using human authors, whom He guided along the way to make sure they got it right. God wrote the Old Testament in the Hebrew language and the New Testament in the Greek language.
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