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Seen from far
enough away, our Sun now has rings.  They're quite beautiful,
in their own cold way; they're broad and bright and when the light
catches them just right they sparkle like crushed diamonds.
 They follow the orbits of the planets we inhabit and they are
composed of our discarded tools, our broken machines, our frozen
shit and piss and corpses.  They are the debris of humanity,
floating gently in space.

***

Sebban Texis
Cale was 15 Mars-years old, and he had hit rock bottom.  He
had lost most of his value cycles in the big virtual-economies
crash, and the slow bleed of everyday expenses took the rest.
 He'd had to sell off his rotothopter, his collection of
antique Nintendo cartridges, and as many augments as he could be
without and survive.  His sharemates left him; he lost his job
at the greenwashing plant after one too many hard nights soaked in
the haze of cannabis liquor, and had to kill his pet squid and eat
it one day when the pantry was bare and the cold wind was blowing
over the Utopia Plains.  He traded his quonset for an
efficiency tank, then traded that for a free room in the
share-alike commune.  The share-alikes tried hard to help him,
as was their way; but by then he was spending too much time hazed
out and couldn't do the work they required of him, so they
apologetically handed him a few hundred value cycles and a week's
worth of nutrition packs and showed him the door.
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