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        Forgiveness is the rope we pull and the anchor we raise to cast off from the dock of depression and harbor of hate.

        M. WELLS
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        Christianity is not something you talk yourself into, but rather something you’ve heard from within you.

        M. WELLS

      

      

      

    

  


  
    
      To God for His love and mercy

      To Jenny for her faith and patience

      To Mom for leading me to faith in God

      To the family and friends who enrich my life

      To those who read this and are encouraged
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            PREFACE

          

        

      

    

    
      My hope is that during the reading of these letters you may be encouraged in your walk with God. That you may be strengthened when your faith is weak and seek the Presence of the One who can make you strong. That you may experience a deeper relationship with the Creator God who calls you, “His Beloved.”

      

      It is written that Adam walked with God as well as Enoch. Abraham was called His friend and Moses spoke to God face to face as a man would to his friend. Jesus’ greatest desire for us is to experience the love of the Father, expressed by the Son, through the Presence and Power of the Holy Spirit that dwells within us.

      

      He beckons us to come and abide, to walk with Him as one would their greatest love. He is our wonderful Counselor, and ever-present help in time of need. He is our Everlasting Father, to bring comfort to us when our heart is hurting. He is our Friend, when family has turned us away. He is Immanuel, God with us. He is our Savior.
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            MORNING PRAYER

          

        

      

    

    
      
        
        “Father God who is in Heaven, Holy is your name. Your Kingdom come; your will be done in my life as you desire it in Heaven.”

        “Give me this day the mind of Christ and the heart of God, that I might know both your will and your ways for my life.”

        “And lead me not in my own way but deliver me from myself, for yours is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever.”

      

      

      
        
        Amen
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        No volume of text or talent of orator can match the power of just one word from God. Today may you hear His for you.

        M. WELLS

      

      

      

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
            [image: ]
          

        

        
          
          

          
            DAY 1

          

          A WORD TO THE WEARY

        

      

    

    
      We may feel isolated and alone, but God is always speaking. Our minds left to themselves are always detrimental to our spirit. To rise above ourselves we must look to enlightenment. The Greeks called it the Logos. It is hearing the voice of God.

      Many say delusional but we who have experienced it...it is life changing. Do not think yourself suspect or less than. The most comforting words to hear are those of acceptance and forgiveness.

      God in His mercy redeems, forgives and restores. No longer do we need cower in shame, retreat in dishonor or shrink from others. Let us seek forgiveness from the Creator God who declares, “I have loved you with an everlasting love.”
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        Forgiveness is an act of mercy that releases the undeserving and heals the heart of the wounded.

        M. WELLS
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            DAY 2

          

          A WORD WITH YOU

        

      

    

    
      Depending on who it comes from, it could make us anxious or longing. With so much that is happening, even in our small world, we sometimes need a word. It could be one of comfort or direction, one of peace or confirmation but one that is needed at a particular moment.

      It can come in a moment of inspiration but more often it comes when we secret ourselves away to be spoken to. You have been there before and heard a good word spoken to you. Then, walked away all the better. True, it’s not easy to close off the world and open the windows of heaven but therein lies your word.

      It may be from a book, song or poem that we sense it’s time to draw away. Might be right in the middle of you listing your needs this morning. We all need encouragement, so close that door behind you and raise that window. Today the

      

      Spirit of God would say, “I need a word with you because you need a good talking to.”
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            DAY 3

          

          BECAUSE I CHOOSE TO BELIEVE

        

      

    

    
      Scene from a movie I watched a while back, upon seeing a funeral procession a little girl asks her father, “What are they doing?” The father explains someone has died. She asks, “Why don’t you help them?” He responds as the cross hanging from his neck glistens in the sun, “Because they believe in other gods.” The daughter then inquires, “Why do you believe in yours?” He answers simply and profoundly, “Because I choose to believe.”

      Because I choose to believe and in believing I cross over the threshold of faith and lay hold of destiny. Paul said when we believe we are saved and are given His Spirit as a deposit of a sure thing to come, our inheritance. It costs nothing to believe but everything to follow. It is both the complexity and simplicity of Christianity. We must surrender to have victory, lose ourselves to gain something beyond us.

      To those who believe faith is ever renewing. It is the ebb and flow of this life, much as the tides and cycles of nature. It is the very fact that you choose to believe that you are calmed in the midst of chaos and comforted when there is loss. There are many voices to listen to, but only one brings closure to the questions and hope from the answers. It is a childlike faith that brings us to the answers of the ages and all because I choose to believe.
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            DAY 4

          

          CHRIST JESUS

        

      

    

    
      The man, the preacher, the prophet, and the teacher. No other so revered or hated, sought after or denigrated. Why evoke so great an emotion, this man from Galilee? His existence is recorded in documents. He was much like many who told of a King and coming kingdom. He lived and died like most, but something happened. He rose from the dead. Those who followed Him and saw Him come back to life were later killed for refusing to deny He rose.

      Many have died for a lie, but none would die for a lie they knew. No other person has been discredited and confirmed more than this solitary man. The question before us all is why? It is because what He said pricks the heart and questions the mind. Am I alone or is there something else, does life cease or go on? We are given promises to the latter. He who rose from the dead says, “I go to prepare a place for you that where I am there you may be also.” An incredible statement.

      In all of the literature, religious texts, and proclamations nothing comes close. So, why so loved and hated? Because He said, “I am the way, the truth, and the life.” The proud rejects, the wise dismisses but the humble says yes, I want to know more. So is the continuing story of Christ Jesus, Creator, Savior, and Redeemer. Dismissed by some, received by many, the choice is ours, receive or reject. Eternal consequence, yes but our choice. Choose wisely.
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            DAY 5

          

          DIFFERING GIFTS

        

      

    

    
      I sometimes wonder why many times God speaks to me in rhymes. There I go again. The poet and the writer in the hands of the Creator. People who do not know God are born with talents but those who follow God are promised gifts of the Holy Spirit. Years ago, a good friend and I would meet in a house with a group for worship and study.

      The men would sing, and the women would echo sounding like angels. Between songs some would speak from their heart. I would often have a word, and my friend would have a vision (actually a picture in his mind) and interpret. He would say to me, “How do you hear that?” and I would say to him, “How do you see that?” We each felt the other’s gift was greater and so it should be.

      A gift from God, and there are many, no matter how it may be perceived should be treasured as such, from God. So be it the speaker or singer, writer or poet, the one who sees things or hears things, may we judge and receive the encouragement. May those who put themselves out there for the Kingdom of God have our prayers and support. And may we continually seek the Giver as we walk in His gifts.
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            DAY 6

          

          DON’T BLAME ME

        

      

    

    
      “God will never put on you more than you can handle.” Words we have heard many times from many well-meaning people. But it puts the emphasis on God as the originator which is not the case. It also can bring anger or distrust towards God. It can lead to a sense of never quite measuring up, of always being tested one more time in life by Him. Both Paul (1 Corinthians 10:13) and James (James 1:12-15) write that these trials and temptations are common to life.

      They are trials without and temptations within. But those who have a close relationship with God will be given wisdom and strength to rise above and conquer. Jesus once spoke of Himself saying, ‘They hated Me without a cause.” Sometimes well-meaning people attribute too much to God and not enough to bad decisions, dishonest people and evil influences for our struggles in life. It can put God in an adversarial role to the weak in faith.

      At times though we can be almost overcome with events through no fault of our own, it is these times we lean on His presence, His wisdom and His people. As I say, most people are well meaning towards those in times of struggle. But sayings and cliches do not have the power to change your world as does the word of God. So, when others try to comfort by accusing God, remind them that God says, “Don’t blame Me.”
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            DAY 7

          

          FIND YOURSELF

        

      

    

    
      A commercial on TV: In it you are encouraged to take a walk in the woods and search for something they say is missing...you! As if we need to get alone by ourselves to realize we are all by ourselves and all alone. Finding myself would not be a life changer anyway, if anything it would be frustrating. Sometimes I don’t like myself and many times I don’t have all the answers. Yet the world is always drawing us deeper into ourselves to find a new you, the real you.

      I have been watching interviews on TV lately of people’s stories who were in a major cult in America. After 10’s and 100’s of thousands of dollars spent and years and decades of searching to find the truth within themselves, they left disillusioned with families ruined, money spent, and years wasted. The answer lies not in finding yourself but in losing oneself. Jesus said they who find their life will lose it but they who lose their life for Him will find life.

      John said of God, “This is eternal life, that we may know You and Your son Jesus Christ.” Paul said it plainly to the people of Athens almost 2000 years ago, “God intended that you would seek Him and perhaps search Him out and find Him, though He is not far from each of us.” Isaiah wrote, “Seek the Lord while He may be found, call upon Him while He is near.” Your walk in the woods is not to find yourself but to find the God who is waiting for you to call out.
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            DAY 8

          

          SECRETS KEPT HERE

        

      

    

    
      Here, thoughts are expressed and fears released. It is a time of contemplation and sorting out the issues that keep us up at night. We mouth the words our heart keeps silent. We speak, we listen. We ponder, we consider. Sometimes our words are exhausted. We sit and look out, emptied from our struggle within.

      We ask, "Is there no one listening?" A whispered thought brings comfort. A well placed word brings momentary peace. "Take rest, all will be made well." We don't know how or when but a sense of something greater than ourselves speaks. Reaching outside ourselves oftentimes takes hold of hope.

      So do not readily dismiss the empty chair or vacant bench along the way. For it may just provide a moment of clarity along your way. It is an airing of our life when no one can hear, no one to judge you or strangers to oddly stare. But a moment when we may feel a Presence of calm to ease our fear. And so we hear the whispered voice speak again, "Be still and know that I Am God. I not only know but keep the secrets of your heart."
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