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The sky was turning red as Alfred sat down in the dirt. Behind him, his rumbling car continued to play the soothing sounds of jazz from a station he never turned from whenever he decided to cruise down the highway. The day had been extra kind to him. The northern country was calm and quiet as the year came to a close; most people found themselves celebrating the end of it all in their city of choice, drinking and dancing and snogging their troubles away in colorful festivities.

But Alfred?

He always rejoiced by soaking in the regal country. He didn’t drink, and preferred to be away from others most of the time anyway, so the open valleys became his dominion when the population flocked to markets and squares and arenas.

He smiled as the sun excused itself from a glowing gala of clouds. It was taking its time to set, but that was alright. Its descent added color to the sky, turning it into something anyone could imagine was the heaven of another planet. A sweet chorus of birds sang from far behind him, as if nature herself was acknowledging the beauty the sun had made. Yes, his land looked magnificent. The day had been extra kind to him.
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