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Chapter 1: The Arrival
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Alex Parker had always lived in the city—the constant noise, the neon lights, the rush of people. But now, as he stepped out of the car and stared at the small town of Raven shire, it felt like he had been dropped into another world. 

The streets were quiet, the houses old, and the air carried the scent of pine and damp earth. His mother smiled at him.

"This will be good for us," she said, placing a reassuring hand on his shoulder.

Alex wasn’t so sure. Moving to a place where nothing ever happened didn’t exactly feel like an adventure.

But things changed the moment he saw the house next door.

More specifically, when he saw her. A girl stood on the porch of the neighboring house, arms crossed. 

She had wild auburn hair and piercing green eyes that seemed to see right through him. Without a word, she turned and walked inside.

Curious, Alex glanced at his mother. "Who lives there?"

"The Ever woods," she replied. "I heard they’ve been here for generations."

That night, Alex couldn’t sleep.

He kept glancing at the window, half expecting to see those green eyes staring back at him. The town was silent, but something in the air felt... wrong.
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