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​Introduction

In the final years of the 17th century, Matthew Henry shared this powerful discourse on meekness, and it was later put down into a book, allowing many others to benefit from it.

Now, while I have undertaken to piece together a more contemporary reading of this text,​1 this version, which I have labeled the Original Edition, I wish to share a little of the approach I took in putting this document together.

This book is part of a larger series of modern-day rewrites and originals that began a while back with Pilgrim’s Progress. Lord willing, I will have the chance to do some more of these as time goes on, but that’s in the Lord’s hands and plans, not mine.

In working through the book, I attempted, as best I could, to put together something close to what Matthew Henry originally wrote. This, however, proved difficult as there were many different versions, some fuller and some abridged. At times, I have attempted to put some of the removed sections back into the text, while in other places I added them into the footnotes. With each of these adjustments, I tried to make a note to explain what I have done.

In the footnotes, I have included not only notes about missing sections of the book, but I have also added citations to quotes within this work. Henry referenced many people from Seneca the Younger to Thomas Linacre,​2 and as best as I was able, I tracked down these references and included not only the name of the book/writing referenced, but also a link to the location for this book online.

Sadly, this was not an easy process. Henry makes many references without actually saying who he is quoting, inserts quotes in such a way that I could not always figure out that he was actually quoting someone, and he often does not quote word-for-word. Since he regularly paraphrases those he is quoting, there were many times I simply could not find the exact locations for a quote but found rather a section of the book that I believe he summed up or paraphrased. If, while reading, you recognize something I have missed in terms of a quote or if you find a mistake, please contact me, so I can fill in that detail.

When creating footnotes, there were times I shared something of my own thoughts. Often this information is indicated by the addition of the phrase, SPR Note. This does not include translations of quotes which I tracked down, websites found, or the occasional comment when referencing primary or translated sources.

Henry also uses a great deal of Scripture, enough that I have been provoked to envy as I see how well he knew the Bible, especially considering how much younger he was when he wrote this book than I am now. The challenge, however, is that he did not always give a Scripture reference for his quotes, nor did he always make it clear he was quoting Scripture.

I have attempted to track down as many of these references as I can and put them in the footnotes, however, I strongly suspect that I have missed more than a few. If you find references I have missed, please contact me and point it out. Despite the fact that I have added in literally hundreds of references, I would not be surprised to find out that there are hundreds more that I have missed.

The original version also included many Greek and Latin references (even one or two in Hebrew). I have, at times, included forms of this, translated it at other times, once or twice left it in the main body of the text, and at other times made great use of the footnotes to tie it all together. The decisions I made in each circumstance was for the balance of readability (since few of us read Biblical Greek, Hebrew, or ancient Latin) and education, hoping there will be those who appreciate the greater detail.

There was also once or twice where I briefly explained some detail in Greek or Hebrew. Hebrew was never my strength, although I did a great deal of study in Greek. However, that was not only years ago, but I have, I must confess, had a serious brain trauma since that point. As such, digging up my old, rusty Greek knowledge from the dark ages was admittedly both fun and challenging. If you find my simple comments less than scholarly, please let me know, and I will seek to meekly respond and adjust.

Henry also felt that the longest run-on sentence told by a four-year-old relaying his experience at a playground truly is child’s play, and then his approach to paragraph length made his run-on sentences look like nothing. I have attempted to split up some of the paragraphs. I’m not sure this was always as helpful as I hoped, but perhaps it makes it a bit easier to work through the text.

In the end, I truly hope this Rewalked edition will be a blessing and a help to you in your walk with Christ.

God bless you,

 

Shawn P. Robinson

​

 

 

 

 

 

​

 

 



1  A Discourse on Meekness Rewalked.

2  In the back matter of this book, I have included a list of authors Henry quoted along with when they lived, where they lived, and what they did/were known for.


Preface

 

We live in a time where everyone and everything around us appears to pursue power. Everything is about my choice, my rights, my feelings. If you want something, the world tells you the best thing you can do—and the most moral thing you can do—is to have it.

But then as followers of Jesus, we read of this concept of meekness, and we find ourselves questioning if this pursuit of power and control over our lives is truly what God has called us to. Now, meekness stands in contrast to this pursuit of power, this desire to stand tall and have everything we want. It is not that a meek man gives up all power, but that a meek man finds a new posture, one of sacrifice, one of internal control, one of thoughtful, prayerful, and humble contentedness in the power of Christ.

I wonder to myself what the church would be like if meekness was as highly esteemed as the other important things we pursue, such as solid teaching, powerful worship, leadership, and good coffee.​1 How would meekness affect our interactions, our leadership processes, dealing with conflicts, sharing the gospel, taking a stand on social issues, and more? I suspect every one of these areas would be greatly transformed!

In this book, Matthew Henry brilliantly lays out an argument for Christian meekness as commanded in Scripture and illustrated powerfully for us through the saints of old, and, of course, through our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.

Now, as for me, a while back, my wife (through a friend) came across an early version of this book and found herself amazed not only by the beautiful writing, but the powerful message contained within. She became convinced this was a message the Christian church needed to hear today, and I suspect part of the reason she encouraged me to do a rewrite​2 is because she strongly felt I needed to hear this message as well.

I will confess, it is true. This is a message I needed—and continue to need—and I truly hope you will be blessed by the timeless truths contained within this book.

 

Shawn P. Robinson

 

 

​

 

 



1  SPR Note: Please excuse my tongue-in-cheek reference to this evangelistic approach from yesteryear.

2  Contained within A Discourse on Meekness Rewalked.


Note to the Reader

From Matthew Henry

I do not think it at all needful to tell the world what it was which led me to the writing of this discourse concerning Meekness, the substance of which was preached several years ago; nor am I concerned to apologize for the publication of it: if I thought it needed an apology I would not consent to it. That temper of mind, which it endeavours to promote, and to charm men into, every one will own to be highly conducive to the comfort of human life, the honour of our holy religion, and the welfare and happiness of all societies, civil and sacred: and therefore, while the design cannot be disliked, I hope what is weak and defective in the management, will be excused.

Some useful discourses have been of late published against rash anger, and an excellent dissuasive from revenge by the present Bishop of Chester;​1 wherein those brutish vices are justly exposed. I am cooperating in the design, while I recommend the contrary virtues to the love and practice of all that profess relation to the Holy Jesus. And if this Essay have that good effect upon those into whose hands it shall at any time fall, my object will be attained.

As to the Sermon annexed, it is published (with some enlargements) at the request of a very worthy friend who heard it preached in London last summer: and since, blessed be God, there are a great many testimonies borne at this day, against the avowed infidelity and impiety of the age, I hope this may be accepted as a mite cast into that treasury, by a cordial friend to peace and holiness.

Chester, Nov. 21, 1698.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



1  Bishop Nicholas Stratford (1633-1708), who served as Bishop of Chester from 1689 to 1707.


​Intro: The Grace of Meekness

 

 

Even the Ornament of a meek and quiet Spirit, which is in the sight of God of Great Price.

1 Peter 3:4

 

THE Apostle Peter​1 in this Epistle, (as also his beloved Brother Paul in many of his) is very large in pressing upon Christians the conscientious discharge of the Duties of their particular Relations, and not without good reason; for generally it holds true, That we are really, as we are relatively: He is here in the former part of this Chapter​2 directing Christian Wives how to carry themselves in that Relation, to the Glory of God, their own Comfort, and the Spiritual Benefit and Advantage of their Yokefellows.

And among other good Lessons he teacheth them how to dress themselves as becometh women professing godliness.​3 Those of that sex are commonly observ'd to be very sollicitous about their ornaments. When the Question is ask'd, Can a maid forget her ornaments, or a bride her attire?​4 no such possibility is suppos'd. This prevailing inclination the Apostle here takes hold of, for the recommending of those Graces and Duties to their choice and practice, which are indeed the most excellent and amiable adorning, not only of their sex to whom the exhortation is primarily directed, but of the other also for whom no doubt it is likewise intended.

Observe his Method:

 

First, Turn Away from Outward Adornments

He endeavours to wean them from the vanity of outward Ornaments, whose adorning let it not be that outward adorning, &c.​5 This doth not forbid the sober and moderate use of decent Ornaments, when it is according to the Quality, Place, and Station, and in due season, (not on days of Fasting and Humiliation, when 'tis proper for Ornaments to be laid aside)​6 But it forbids the inordinate Love, and excessive use (that is, the abuse) of them.

There may be the paiting of the Hair,, and the wearing of Gold, and there must be the putting on of Apparel, that shame which came into the World with sin hath made it necessary; But we must not make these things our adorning; that is, we must not set our hearts upon them, nor value our selves by them, nor think the better of our selves for them, nor pride our selves in them, as if they added any real excellency to us, nor say to them as Saul did to Samuel, Honour me now before this People,​7 out of a vain ambition to make a fair shew in the flesh.

We must spend no more care, or thoughts, or time, or words, or cost, about them, and lay no more stress or weight upon them than they deserve, and that is but a very little. It is but glory hung upon us, as the expression is, Isa. 22. 24. and hath no glory if compared with the glory that excelleth it even in the creatures that are far below us; for Solomon in all his glory was not array'd or beautified like one of those Lillies which to day is, and tomorrow is cast into the Oven.​8

We must not seek first these things, nor seek them most, as if we had Bodies for no other end but to bear out our clothes, and had nothing else to do with them but to make them fine.

It was the Folly, and prov'd the Ruin of that rich man in the Parable, that he made his Purple, and his fine Linnen, (with other the Ornaments and Delights of the Body) his good things, the things in which he placed his happiness, and in which he had his Consolation,​9 that is, in the Language of this Scripture, he made them his adorning, and so, being uncloathed of these, he was found naked.​10

Let not the wearing of Gold, and the putting on of Apparel be the World;​11 Let not these things be all the World with us, as they are with many, who reckon to be out of the Fashion (whatever it be) is to be out of the World.

Christians are called out of the World, and delivered from it, and should evidence a Victory obtained by Faith over it,​12 as in other Instances, so in this. It is prescribed Rule of our Holy Religion (whether they will hear, or whether they will forbear)​13 that Women adorn themselves in modest Apparel, with shamefacedness and sobriety.​14

But whereas there are some on the one hand, that exclaim against vanity in Apparel as the crying Sin of this Age above any other, as if it were a new thing under the Sun, and the former days were in this respect better than these:​15 And others on the other hand, condemn it as a piece of Phanaticism to witness (as there is occasion) against this Vanity: Both may receive a sufficient Answer, if they will but read that excellent Homily of the Church of England, intituled, An Homily against Excess of Apparel,​16 by which it will appear, That even in those early days of the Reformation, it was a Vanity that prevail'd much in our Land, and which the Rulers of the Church thought themselves obliged to reprove.

But we will hasten to the text.

 


​​Second, Fall in Love with Better Adornments

He endeavours to bring them in love with the better Ornaments, those of the Mind, the Graces of the blessed Spirit, here called the hidden Man of the Heart.​17

Grotius observes, that tho' he writes to Women, yet he useth a Word of the Masculine Gender,​18 because the Ornament he recommends, is such as both Men and Women must be adorned with. Grace, as a living Principle of regular Holy Thoughts, Words, and Actions, is sometimes called, the new Man,​19 sometimes the inward Man,​20 and so here, the hidden Man of the Heart.

'Tis call'd a Man, because its made up of many Parts and Members, and its Actings are Vital and Rational, and it restores those to the Dignity of Men, who by sin had made themselves like the Beasts that perish. 'Tis call'd the Man of the Heart, because out of the Heart are the issues of the Life;​21 there lie the Springs of the Words and Actions, and therefore into that the Salt of Grace is cast, and so all the Waters are healed.​22

He is the Christian indeed that is one inwardly, and that Circumcision, that Baptism, which is of the Heart.​23 'Tis call'd the hidden Man of the Heart, because the Work of Grace is a secret thing, and doth not make a pompous shew in the eye of the World; 'tis a Mystery of Godliness;​24 a Life that is hid with Christ in God,​25 to whom secret things belong;​26 therefore the Saints are called his hidden ones​27 for the World knows them not, much less doth it yet appear what they shall be. The King's Daughter that is espoused to Christ is all glorious within.​28

The working of Grace in the Soul is often represented as a Regeneration, or being begotten again;​29 and perhaps when this good Work is call'd the hidden Man of the Heart, there may be some allusion to the forming of the Bones in the Womb of her that is with Child, which Solomon speaks of as unaccountable,​30 as is also the way of the Spirit.​31

And lastly, it consists in that which is not corruptible; 'tis not deprav'd or vitiated by the corruption that is in the World thro' Lust, and is in the Soul a Well of living Water, springing up unto eternal Life.​32

In the Text he instanceth in one particular Grace; one Member of this hidden Man in the Heart, which we must every one of us adorn our selves with, and that is a meek and quiet Spirit, which is in the sight of God of great price.​33

Where observe,

 


​​The Grace of a Gentle and Quiet Spirit

The Grace it self here recommended to us; it is a meek and quiet Spirit. There must be not only a meek and quiet Behaviour outwardly; there may be that either by constraint, or with some base and disguised Design, while the Soul in the mean time is rough and turbulent and en∣venom'd; the Words may be softer than Oyl, while War is in the Heart.​34 But the Word of God is a Discerner and Iudge of the Thoughts and Intents of the Heart.​35

The Power of Men's Laws may bind a Man to the good Behaviour, but it is only the Power of God's Grace that will renew a right Spirit within him.​36 That's it that makes the Tree good, and then the Fruit will be good.​37

The God with whom we have to do, demands the Heart, looks at the Principle, and requires Truth in the inward parts, not only in the Duties of his own immediate Worship, that those be done in the Spirit,​38 but also in the Duty we owe to our Neighbour, that that also be done with a pure Heart, and without dissimulation. The Word of Command which the Captain of our Salvation gives, is, Christians, take heed to your Spirits.​39

 

 

 


​​This Grace is Precious

The Excellency of this Grace, it is in the sight of God of great price.​40 It is really a precious Grace, for it is so in the sight of God, and we know that he can neither deceive nor be deceived.

It is polutelēs​41 which is the same word that is used in 1 Timothy 2:9 for that costly Array, which is joyn'd with Gold and Pearls. Persons of Quality in their Ornaments affect not so much that which is Gay, as that which is Rich; not that which makes a Glittering, Gawdy Shew, and pleaseth Children and fools, but that which is of intrinsick value, and recommends it self to the intelligent.

A meek and quiet Spirit is such an Ornament, which hath not that Gaiety that is agreeable to the humor of a carnal World, but that real worth which recommends it to the favour of God. 'Tis one of those Graces which are compar'd to the Powders of the Merchant,​42 far fetch'd,​43 and dear bought, even with the precious Blood of the Lord Jesus.

Herein we should every one labour, and this we should be ambitious of, as the greatest Honour, that Present or Absent, Living and Dying, we may be accepted of the Lord;​44 and blessed be God it is a thing attainable, thro' the Mediator, from whom we have received how to walk so as to please him; we must walk with meekness and quietness of Spirit, for this is in the sight of God of great price.

Therefore this mark of Honour is in a special manner put upon the Grace of Meekness, because it is commonly despised and look'd upon with Contempt by the Children of this World, as a piece of mean-spiritedness; but (however they be termed and treated now) they are happy, and will appear so shortly, whom God approveth of, and to whom he saith, well done good and faithful Servant;​45 for by his Judgment we must stand or fall eternally.

These words therefore will easily afford us this plain Doctrine;

That Meekness and Quietness of Spirit is a very excellent Grace, which we should every one of us put on, and be adorned with.

In the prosecution hereof we shall endeavour,

1. To shew what this Meekness and Quietness of Spirit is.

2. What excellency there is in it.

3. Apply it.

 

 

 

 

 

 



1  SPR Note: First, not all early versions include this Introduction. Second, you’ll notice the style of this Intro: The Grace of Meekness is a bit older in feel than the following chapters. This section was pulled from a different source than the rest of the book.

2  1 Peter 3:1-2.

3  1 Timothy 2:10.

4  Jeremiah 2:32.

5  1 Peter 3:3. ων ἰσω-κόσμος. SPR Note: this Greek phrase would point to keeping your adorning appropriate/balanced/moderate.

6  Exodus 33:4-5.

7  1 Samuel 15:30.

8  Matthew 6:28-30.

9  Luke 16:19, 25.

10  2 Corinthians 5:3.

11  Mundus muliebris, Transl: the world of women. Also, Immundum muliebrem ptiùs convenìt dìci. So Tertullian de habitu. mul. cap. 4. Poss. Transl.: It is more appropriate to call a woman unclean. Tertullian, On the Apparel of Women, De Habitu Muliebri. Chpt. 2. https://www.newadvent.org/fathers/0402.htm. Accessed April 26, 2025.

12  Galatians 1:4; 1 John 5:4.

13  1 John 5:4.

14  1 Timothy 2:9.

15  Ecclesiastes 7:10.

16  https://northamanglican.com/an-homily-against-excess-of-apparel/ Accessed Apr. 26, 2025.

17  1 Peter 3:4.

18  SPR Note: The word Hugo Grotius is referring to here is Anthropos which is the word we translate in the ESV as person. Anthropos is the Greek word for man, and while this can in some cases be a general term (similar to the English word mankind which is used to refer to all people including both sexes), this is not always the case. However, this argument fits well here in light of the calling on all of us, certainly not only women, to have a meek and quiet spirit.

19  Ephesians 4:24.

20  Romans 7:22; 2 Corinthians 4:24

21  Proverbs 4:23.

22  2 Kings 2:21.

23  Romans 2:29.

24  1 Timothy 3:16.

25  Colossians 3:3.

26  Deuteronomy 29:29.

27  Psalm 83:3.

28  Psalm 45:13.

29  John 3:3.

30  Psalm 139:14-16.

31  Ecclesiastes 11:5. Compare with John 3:8.

32  John 4:14.

33  1 Peter 3:4.

34  Psalm 55:21.

35  Hebrews 4:12.

36  Psalm 51:10.

37  Matthew 7:17-20.

38  John 4:24.

39  Malachi 2:15.

40  1 Peter 3:4.

41  SPR Note: This is the word πολυτελής in Greek (Strong’s number G4185). The Strong’s definition is extremely expensive: - costly, very precious, of great price. M. Henry’s original included the Greek lettering in this section.

42  Song of Solomon 3:6.

43  In contemporary English, far-fetched means unbelievable or to refer to something as being unrealistic to believe it. In older English, far-fetched meant simply that: it was fetched from far away.

44  2 Corinthians 5:9.

45  Matthew 25:21.


​​The Nature of Meekness

  

Meekness and quietness seem to import much the same thing, but the latter having something of metaphor in it, will illustrate the former, and therefore we shall speak of them distinctly.

We must be of a MEEK spirit. Meekness is easiness of spirit: not a sinful easiness to be debauched,​1 as Ephraim's, who willingly walked after the commandment of the idolatrous princes;​2 nor a simple easiness to be imposed upon and deceived, as Rehoboam's, who, when he was forty years old, is said to be young and tender-hearted;​3 but a gracious easiness to be wrought​4 upon by that which is good, as theirs whose heart of stone is taken away and to whom a heart of flesh is given.​5

Meekness accommodates the soul to every occurrence, and so makes a man easy to himself and to all about him. The Latins call a meek man mansuetus,​6 which alludes to the taming and reclaiming of creatures wild by nature, and bringing them to be tractable​7 and familiar.​8 Man's corrupt nature has made him like the wild ass used to the wilderness, or the swift dromedary​9 traversing her ways.​10 But the grace of meekness, when that gets dominion in the soul, alters the temper of it, submits it to management; and now the wolf dwells with the lamb, and the leopard lies down with the kid,​11 and a little child may lead them; for enmities are laid aside, and there is nothing to hurt or destroy.​12

Meekness may be considered with respect both to God and to our brethren; it belongs to both the tables of the law, and attends upon the first great commandment, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God; as well as the second, which is like unto it, Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself;​13 though its especial reference is to the latter.

 

 


​​1. Meekness towards God

There is MEEKNESS TOWARDS God, and it is the easy and quiet submission of the soul to his whole will, according as he is pleased to make it known, whether by his word or by his providence.​14

It is the silent submission of the soul to the word of God: the understanding bowed to every divine truth, and the will to every divine precept;​15 and both without murmuring or disputing. The word is then an “engrafted word,”​16 when it is received with meekness, that is, with a sincere willingness to be taught, and desire to learn. Meekness is a grace that cleaves the stock, and holds it open, that the word, as a shoot, may be grafted in; it breaks up the fallow ground,​17 and makes it fit to receive the seed; captivates the high thoughts, and lays the soul like white paper under God's pen.

When the dayspring takes hold of the ends of the earth, it is said to be turned as clay to the seal.​18 Meekness does, in like manner, dispose the soul to admit the rays of divine light, which before it rebelled against; it opens the heart, as Lydia's was opened, and sets us down with Mary at the feet of Christ, the learner's place and posture.​19

The promise of teaching is made to the meek, because they are disposed to learn: “the meek he will teach his way.”​20 The word of God is gospel indeed, "good tidings to the meek;"​21 they will entertain it and bid it welcome. The "poor in spirit" are evangelized;​22 and Wisdom's alms are given to those that with meekness wait daily at her gates,​23 and like beggars wait at the posts of her doors.​24

The language of this meekness is that of the child Samuel: “Speak, Lord, for thy servant heareth;”​25 and that of Joshua, who, when he was in that high post of honor, giving command to Israel, and bidding defiance to all their enemies—his breast filled with great and bold thoughts—yet, upon the intimation of a message from heaven, thus submits himself to it: "What saith my Lord unto his servant?"​26 and that of Paul—and it was the first breath of the new man—"Lord, what wilt thou have me to do?"​27 and that of Cornelius: "And now we are all here present before God, to hear all things that are commanded thee of God;"​28 and that of the good man I have read of, who, when he was going to hear the word, used to say, "Now let the word of the Lord come; and if I had six hundred necks, I would bow them all to the authority of it."​29

To receive the word with meekness, is to be delivered into it as into a mould: this seems to be Paul's metaphor in Rom. 6:17, that "form of doctrine which was delivered you." Meekness softens the wax, that it may receive the impression of the seal, whether it be for doctrine or reproof, for correction or instruction in righteousness.​30 It opens the ear to discipline, silences objections, and suppresses the risings of the carnal mind against the word;​31 consenting to the law that it is good​32 and esteeming all the precepts concerning all things to be right, even when they give the greatest check to flesh and blood. 

It is the silent submission of the soul to the providence of God, for that also is the will of God concerning us.

 


​​a. When God’s Work Is Difficult and Painful

When the events of Providence are grievous and afflictive, displeasing to sense and crossing our secular interests, meekness not only quiets us under them, but reconciles us to them; and enables us not only to bear, but to receive evil as well as good at the hand of the Lord; which is the excellent frame that Job argues himself into:​33 it is to kiss the rod,​34 and even to accept of the punishment of our iniquity, taking all in good part that God does; not daring to strive with our Maker, no nor desiring to prescribe to him, but being dumb, and not opening the mouth, because God does it.

How meek was Aaron under the severe dispensation which took away his sons with a particular mark of divine wrath. He "held his peace."​35 God was sanctified, and therefore Aaron was satisfied, and had not a word to say against it.

Unlike to this was the temper, or rather the distemper of David, who was not like a man after God's own heart when he was displeased because the Lord had made a breach upon Uzzah, as if God must have asked David leave thus to assert the honor of his ark. When God's anger is kindled, ours must be stifled; such is the law of meekness, that whatsoever pleases God must not displease us.

David was in a better frame when he penned the 56th Psalm, the title of which, some think, bespeaks the calmness and submissiveness of his spirit when the Philistines took him in Gath. It is entitled, The silent dove afar off.​36

It was his calamity that he was afar off, but he was then as a silent dove—mourning perhaps​37—but not murmuring, not struggling, not resisting, when seized by the birds of prey; and the psalm he penned in this frame was Michtam, a golden psalm.​38

The language of this meekness is that of Eli, "It is the Lord;"​39 and that of David to the same purport, "Here am I; let him do to me as seemeth good unto him."​40

Not only, He can do what he will, subscribing to his power, for who can stay his hand? or, He may do what he will, subscribing to his sovereignty, for he gives not account of any of his matters; or, He will do what he will, subscribing to his unchangeableness, for he is of one mind, and who can turn him? but, Let him do what he will, subscribing to his wisdom and goodness, as Hezekiah, "Good is the word of the Lord, which thou hast spoken."​41 Let him do what he will, for he will do what is best; and therefore if God should refer the matter to me, says the meek and quiet soul, being well assured that he knows what is good for me better than I do for myself, I would refer it to him again: "He shall choose our inheritance for us."​42

 


​​b. When God’s Work Is Dark and Intricate

When the methods of Providence are dark and intricate, and we are quite at a loss what God is about to do with us—his way is in the sea, and his path in the great waters, and his footsteps are not known,​43 clouds and darkness are round about him​44—a meek and quiet spirit acquiesces in an assurance that all things shall work together for good to us, if we love God, though we cannot apprehend how or which way.

It teaches us to follow God with an implicit faith, as Abraham did when he went out, not knowing whither he went, but knowing very well whom he followed.​45 It quiets us with this, that though what he doeth we know not now, yet we shall know hereafter.​46 When poor Job was brought to that dismal plunge, that he could no way trace the footsteps of divine Providence, but was almost lost in the labyrinth,​47 how quietly does he sit down with this thought: "But he knoweth the way that I take: when he hath tried me, I shall come forth as gold."​48
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