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Chapter 1
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“This child is destined to be the cause of the falling and rising of many in Israel. He will bring change to the world and He will be the cause of many hearts to be revealed. And a sword will pierce your own soul too.”

As soon as the words were spoken, Mary felt hands grabbing at her arms and shoulders. Then she heard her mother’s voice, but she couldn’t make out the words. A part of her still wanted to hear the voice she’d heard earlier. The one that told her about the child who was going to change the world.  

The hands that grabbed her now felt more urgent. “Mary! Mary! Wake up.” The command definitely came from her mother. She slowly opened her eyes. Her mother towered over her. She felt her mother’s urgent shake and then she again said, “Wake up, Mary!”

All her senses came alive and she sat up, completely alert, but being somewhere between reality and a distant memory of a voice that told her of things to come. She focused on her mother’s face and slowly but surely lucidity set in. Mary jumped up and rubbed her forehead. It was only a dream, and it was over now.

“You were talking in your sleep again, Mary,” her mother told her. 

She leaned forward into her mother’s comforting arms. “It was the same dream.” The room had started to light up as the morning rays filtered through the small window.

Her mother held her close. “Maybe God is trying to send you a message,” she said gently.

“It just feels weird, mother. Sometimes I can’t tell what is real and what isn’t.”

“Just be patient, child. Whatever it is will reveal itself in due time.”

She nodded and said obediently, “Yes, mother.”

“Come on, let’s get the day started,” her mother said, and watched as Mary fussed around to tame her sleep ruffled hair. The troubled look was still in place, but just like the previous times, she knew Mary would recover soon. She was a special person. God really blessed her to have a daughter like Mary. She warmed a mother’s heart, she thought. 

Before she left Mary’s chambers, she said, “I need you to go down to the cabinet maker later today. We need a new menorah stand. There may be some apprentices there, but make sure that you only speak to the person in charge.”

“Okay, mom,” Mary said.

“As soon as you’ve completed your chores, come to me. I’ll describe exactly what I want. The carpenter would need to know the details.”

––––––––

[image: ]


IT WAS A LOVELY SUNNY day in Israel, and Joseph was doing what he loved most of all. He was recently trusted to run a carpentry workshop that belonged to his father. To him it was a true honor. The task was a responsibility that he didn’t take lightly. His eyes darted to the other workers. He had to be a good example for them. Joseph looked at his tools. As a carpenter, he got to work with the most natural of things, and that was wood. Watching a tree stump morph into a block of wood, and then into a masterpiece was truly wonderful. To know that he was the inventor behind the masterpiece was a very rewarding feeling. Joseph stood back from the block of wood. It was as if he could see the finished product through it. All he needed to do was keep carving. The workshop was like a huge shed-like structure that allowed full view of the cobbled road.
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