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Introduction

Arizona's sprawling desert landscape and historic towns are often celebrated for their natural beauty and vibrant history. However, beneath the sun-drenched surface lies a darker, more enigmatic side of the state's past. Haunted Arizona Deadly Graveyards delves into the chilling tales of those whose lives ended amid the eerie silence of Arizona’s cemeteries. This book goes beyond simply recounting tragic endings—it is an exploration of the haunting mysteries and lingering spirits that continue to fascinate the imaginations of paranormal enthusiasts and haunted historians alike.

Each chapter in this collection unveils a story of profound despair and the final, desperate acts committed in some of Arizona’s most historic resting places. From the heart-wrenching farewell of John  Moore in Greenwood Cemetery to the mysterious demise of Jim Chafin in Resthaven Park, these accounts paint a vivid picture of human sorrow intertwined with supernatural intrigue.

These cemeteries, now silent witnesses to these tragic events, carry an air of melancholy and mystery. They are places where history and the paranormal intersect, offering glimpses into the lives of those who, in their moments of deepest despair, sought solace among the dead. The stories are meticulously researched, drawing from historical records, newspaper articles, and eyewitness accounts to bring to life the final moments of these individuals.

For those with a passion for the paranormal, these cemeteries are more than mere burial grounds; they are potential hot-spots for ghostly activity. The echoes of the past resonate through these hallowed grounds, and many believe that the spirits of those who met their end in such tragic ways linger, their stories etched into the very fabric of these sacred places.

As you turn the pages of Haunted Arizona Deadly Graveyards, you will journey through tales of love, loss, and the inexplicable draw of the afterlife. Whether you are a seasoned ghost hunter or a curious reader, these stories will captivate your imagination and perhaps, just perhaps, make you wonder about the restless souls that might still wander Arizona’s cemeteries.

Prepare yourself for an unforgettable exploration into the depths of despair and the supernatural, where each chapter uncovers a new layer of Arizona's haunted history, leaving you with more questions than answers and a sense of awe at the enduring mystery of life and death.


Chapter 1: John Moore, Phoenix

Greenwood Cemetery, April 25, 1924
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John Moore was a man who had witnessed the transformation of Arizona from a rugged frontier to a budding state. Born in 1850, he arrived in Phoenix in 1867, seeking fortune and a new beginning. For decades, he worked hard, running a blacksmith shop near Five Points and later working for the Water Users Association. Despite his contributions, life had not been kind to John in his later years.

By the year 1924, at the age of 74, John found himself facing insurmountable financial difficulties. He had been living at the Union Hotel for eight months, unable to escape the despair that had gripped him. His wife Rebeca had passed away, leaving a void that only grew larger with each passing day. Alone and despondent, John felt his options dwindling.	

On a warm April afternoon, John made his way to Greenwood Cemetery. The superintendent of the cemetery, having seen the elderly man walk through the gate shortly after 3:00 p.m., noted how John headed towards the southwest corner where his wife’s grave was located. The family plot was a solemn reminder of the life he once had, and the love he had lost.




[image: Greenwood Cemetery, section 22]




As he approached the monument bearing his wife’s name, John leaned against it, seeking comfort one last time. He had brought with him a .25 caliber pistol. With a heavy heart and a clear resolve, he pressed the gun to his right temple and pulled the trigger.

The sound of the shot echoed through the cemetery, drawing the attention of two employees who quickly informed the superintendent. They hurried to the scene and discovered John lying in a pool of blood, his head resting against his wife’s grave. Despite their attempts to save him, John was later transported to St. Joseph's Hospital, where he was pronounced dead.
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