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Preface

Lily had always thought desire was something distant, a flicker she saw in movies or read about in glossy magazines. But when Drake entered her life, that flicker became a wildfire she couldn’t contain. Every glance he threw her way, every subtle touch, ignited a heat inside her that demanded attention. It wasn’t just physical—it was mental, emotional, a deep ache that made her body betray her calm facade.

 

She tried to resist. Tried to tell herself that this attraction was fleeting, that she could handle the intensity. But Drake’s presence was magnetic. The way he carried himself, the confident tilt of his jaw, the slow, deliberate movements—it was impossible not to feel the pull. And when their hands accidentally brushed, when their eyes locked for a heartbeat too long, Lily realized she wasn’t just tempted… she was consumed.

 





Chapter 1: Uncontrollable Tension

Lily walked into the softly lit room, her pulse quickening despite her efforts to appear composed. The air smelled faintly of Drake’s cologne—warm, spicy, intoxicating. She had promised herself she’d remain professional, polite, casual. But every fiber of her body whispered otherwise.

Drake was already there, leaning casually against the edge of the table, his eyes glinting with a mixture of mischief and hunger. He smiled as she approached, a slow, deliberate curve of his lips that sent shivers down her spine.

“Lily,” he said, voice low, smooth, almost teasing. “You look… incredible.”

Heat rose to her cheeks. “Thanks,” she murmured, trying to sound nonchalant, though her throat felt tight and her hands slightly trembling.

Drake’s gaze lingered on her, appreciating every detail: the soft curve of her neck, the way her blouse hugged her chest just enough to hint at the shape beneath, the gentle sway of her hips as she moved closer. His eyes locked with hers, and in that moment, the rest of the world disappeared.

She wanted to step back, to retreat into some semblance of control, but her body had other plans. Every nerve ending seemed alive, every heartbeat a drum demanding surrender. Drake noticed, of course. He leaned closer, his presence overwhelming yet magnetic.

“You feel that too, don’t you?” he whispered, his hand brushing hers ever so slightly—a touch that sent sparks straight to her core.

Lily swallowed hard. “I… I don’t know what you mean,” she replied, though the quiver in her voice betrayed her.

Drake smirked, his fingers tracing a slow line along her arm, not enough to be inappropriate, but just enough to ignite a fire she couldn’t ignore. “Oh, I think you do,” he murmured, his lips near her ear. “I can see it in the way you’re breathing, the way your hands won’t stay still.”

Her eyes widened slightly, heart hammering. Her mind raced, torn between reason and raw, unfiltered desire. She wanted to tell him to stop, wanted to resist—but every nerve in her body screamed for more.

Drake stepped even closer, his chest nearly brushing hers. The warmth of his body, the faint scent of him, the intensity in his gaze—it was intoxicating. Lily’s hands twitched at her sides, as if her body was trying to reach for him even without her conscious permission.

“Lily,” he said, his voice rougher now, edged with desire. “Do you feel how hard this is for me? How badly I want you?”

She swallowed again, words failing her. Her fingers flexed at her sides, fighting a need that was already growing too powerful to deny. Her pulse raced in tandem with his gaze, a silent admission of how much she wanted him too.

Drake’s hand lifted, brushing a strand of hair behind her ear, his thumb ghosting over her skin in the most torturous way. “I can’t… contain myself around you,” he murmured, low and rough. “And I can tell… neither can you.”

Lily’s lips parted, a soft breath escaping. She was trembling—not from fear, but from desire. Her heart was racing, her skin alive, every inch of her body aching for the touch she knew would come.

Drake leaned even closer, their faces inches apart. “God, Lily… you don’t even know how much I need you right now.”

Her breath hitched. Her fingers curled, clenching at her sides. “I… I feel it too,” she admitted, voice barely above a whisper, heart pounding against her chest.

And in that moment, everything changed. The tension that had been simmering between them boiled over, every unspoken thought, every glance, every accidental brush of skin, coalescing into a heat that neither could ignore. Lily’s hands itched to reach for him, her body bending toward him instinctively, her mind spinning with desire.

Drake’s lips curved into a knowing smile. “Then don’t fight it,” he whispered, his hand sliding closer, tracing the curve of her waist. “Let it take over. Let me show you… just how much you’ve got me.”

Lily’s knees threatened to buckle. She wanted to resist, wanted to stay composed—but the fire inside her was too strong. Her breath came in short, shallow gasps as she felt herself teetering on the edge of surrender.
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