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On the Myth of Democracy and the Power of the Unseen

Secret services were not created to protect the people but to safeguard the powerful.

Their numbers grow where a state pursues imperial interests, fears transparency, or can only maintain order through manipulation and control. The United States is the prime example: no other country operates so many, so specialized, and so business-oriented intelligence agencies—because no other country claims such global dominance.
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For Johanna and Magnus – my beloved children and the light of my life.

This book is dedicated to you. 

It is written out of hope that someday you will live in a world that is truly free – free from surveillance, manipulation, and digital enslavement; free from central banks that keep people in debt bondage; and free from "CBDCs" that aim to replace freedom with control.#

May this work be a small contribution to helping you recognize the truth, find the courage to defend it, and 

never forget that freedom is not given but must be won.

With love, dad
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My name is Dr. Bodo Schiffmann. As a doctor, author, and politically engaged person, I have witnessed a development in recent years that deeply concerns me – not only as a citizen but also as a father, friend, and fellow human being. This book is the result of an intense pursuit of truth in a time of widespread deception. It did not come from anger but from a sense of responsibility.

This work is not a novel. It does not tell a fictional story and does not follow a dramatic arc of suspense. It is a reference book, a documentation, a commentary on the state of the world—full of sources, references, interpretations, and perspectives. Each chapter stands alone. They can start anywhere, pause, jump back, or read across. The common thread does not come from the chapter order but from the knowledge itself.

I invite you to question your perspective. And I hope this book not only provides you with information but also offers guidance, courage, and a push towards self-responsibility.

ChatGPT and Grammarly are my co-authors on this book. It would not have been possible for me to create this book in such a short time without the help of these digital tools.

––––––––

[image: ]


– DR. BODO SCHIFFMANN
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Prologue: The Power No One Elected
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Where power operates without responsibility, control is just an illusion. And where control is merely an illusion, those who are unseen hold the reins.

The world we live in is not the one we are shown. Behind every change of government, every war, and every media "coincidence," there are patterns that escape a fleeting glance. These patterns include networks, money flows, circles of influence, and shadowy organizations: intelligence agencies. But anyone who believes that secret agencies are tools of security, servants of the state, or even safeguards for the common good has long fallen for the first deception. What if the truth is different? What if intelligence agencies don't serve governments but hold their strings in their own hands? What if they were created not to protect but to control?

This book is not about James Bond. It’s not about Hollywood myths or conspiracy thrillers. It’s about real centers of power that operate beyond democratic oversight – and whose rise and activity are driven not by security but by money.

The fundamental question is:

Why do secret services exist at all – and who do they really serve?

Historically, the first espionage systems were almost always the means of the elite to protect themselves against their own people – be it in Rome, with the French secret police under Richelieu or in absolutist Prussia. But with the emergence of modernism – especially after the Second World War – a new motive was added: the global safeguarding of economic interests. It was no longer just the throne that was to be protected, but trade routes, oil wells, banks, raw material flows, technologies and the ideological status quo of Western hegemony.

It is striking that the founders and leaders of the modern secret services did not come from the police, not from the classic bureaucracy, not even necessarily from the military. They came from the financial world, from the elite-run law firms of Wall Street, from transatlantic think tanks like the Council on Foreign Relations, from families like Rockefeller, Rothschild, Warburg – and from the shadowy world of industrial cartels.

In the U.S., it was Allen Dulles, a partner at Sullivan & Cromwell, who, with his brother, shaped the CIA into the economic sword of U.S. hegemony. In Great Britain, MI6 was never a democratic institution, but an instrument of the crown – and thus of the colonial business model. In Germany, the BND was not set up by parliament, but by the CIA – with Nazi personnel and to protect Western industrial interests. And in today's China, Russia, Israel and France, the same structures can be found: secret services that do not work for citizens, but for the power elites of their time.

But why do we need 18 official intelligence services in a single country like the USA  – plus countless covert departments, contractors, subcontractors and private security services? Because power is decentralized where control is unwanted. Because fragmentation means confusion. And because different aspects of the world order – energy, currency, information, biotechnology, space travel, media – each  need their own surveillance, espionage and control apparatuses.

Today, secret services are no longer "services", but independent centres of power. They govern by monopolizing information. They decide who is considered a terrorist, who is overthrown, who rises, who disappears. They are states within the state – or more precisely: extensions of a global high finance that has long since overcome the state.

This book will show:


	How the world's most important intelligence services really came into being.

	Who financed it.

	What role banks, corporations, foundations and supranational organizations play in this.

	And why the idea of a sovereign state that protects its citizens  is a mirage.



We live in a world shaped by unelected, uncontrolled, non-accountable institutions – and whose most dangerous weapons are not tanks or missiles, but data, narratives, networks, psychology and fear.

Anyone who wants to understand why wars are fought, who really decides on vaccination campaigns, whose interests are behind seemingly spontaneous upheavals – must understand the language of the intelligence services. And know their clients.

This book is a map of this invisible power.

Welcome to the true Deep State.
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Chapter 1: Why secret services at all?
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"It was not the protection of freedom that originated, but the control of power."

1.1 The legend of the protective state

IF YOU ASK AN AVERAGE citizen why intelligence agencies exist, the answer will usually lie in the sphere of "security," "counterterrorism," or "counterintelligence." One thinks of scenarios like 9/11, cybercrime, conspiratorial meetings of sinister figures in basements—and a state that opposes all of this. But this idea is, historically speaking, a myth.

Secret services were rarely founded to protect the population. They arose because power structures needed a means of control and an information advantage. They were tools of rulers, empires, dynasties and – in modern times – economic-military complexes.

1.2 Power needs knowledge

THE BASIC FUNCTION of a secret service is not protection, but knowledge. And exclusive knowledge. Knowledge that is withheld from others. Those who control information control decisions. And those who control decisions control systems.

Whether in feudal China, in Rome during the imperial era, in the Ottoman Caliphate or in absolute France: espionage, observation, manipulation and betrayal were constant tools of rule. Modern state espionage is only a mechanized, professionalized continuation of these old patterns.

1.3 From dynasty service to state security

THE FIRST MODERN SECRET service in today's sense was not a democratic achievement, but an instrument of absolutist rule: the Service de la Police secrète under Cardinal Richelieu in the 17th century.

Its purpose? Not the protection of the people, but the elimination of internal opponents, the suppression of dissent, the observation of the aristocracy. He was the eye of power.

The British crown also used an informal espionage network to secure the Empire as early as the 19th century. From 1871 onwards, the German Empire maintained military reconnaissance units, which overlapped with the political police.

1.4 The explosion after 1945

IT WAS NOT UNTIL AFTER the Second World War that the largest expansion and institutionalization of intelligence services worldwide took place. The reason was not a sudden realization of terrorist threats, but the ideological and economic conflict between East and West: the Cold War.

The USA founded the CIA in 1947. At the same time, NSA, DIA, NGO, and many other special services were created. Europe followed: the BND (1956), the SDECE in France, the restructuring of the British MI6.

In truth, this was the beginning of a new phase: intelligence services were no longer used only for internal control, but for global control of markets, governments and resources.

1.5 So why secret services?

BECAUSE IN A WORLD where economic and political interests cannot be negotiated publicly, the need for covert operations is increasing.

Because powers that pretend to be democratic need means to act undemocratically without being exposed.

Because influence, manipulation, blackmail, destabilization and division work more subtly, faster and more efficiently than open wars.

Secret services are the infrastructure of unofficial power. They are the nervous system of what is commonly referred to as the "deep state." Not in the sense of a conspiracy, but in the sense of a real power apparatus behind the democratic scenes.

1.6 The question of legitimacy

IN A STATE GOVERNED by the rule of law, all interventions in the lives of citizens may be subject to verifiable legitimation. But that is precisely what does not apply to intelligence services.

They operate in a lack of transparency, immunized against parliamentary control, often protected by exceptional rules, emergency laws or "national interests". Their budgets are secret, their operations unknown to the sovereign.

What does this mean in practice?

That a large part of the real political control  is not carried out by the elected government, but by unelected apparatuses.

1.7 The ideology of security

SINCE 2001, SINCE THE iconic image of the collapsing towers of Manhattan, "security" has become a totem. Fear became the legitimation for everything:


	Totalüberwachung (PRISM, Tempora, XKeyscore)

	Preventive detention

	Foreign assignments

	Drone war

	Media control



But what if this fear itself is deliberately created? What if attacks, crises and "coincidences" are used to expand competences, increase budgets, monitor critics?

What if intelligence services do not react to crises – but create them?

1.8 The System Behind the System

THIS BOOK WILL SHOW that intelligence services today are not tools of the state, but instruments  of transnational interests:


	They do not serve the peoples, but the elites.

	They do not protect against terror, but deliberately create it in order to enforce systems of order.

	They destabilize countries in order to open up investment areas.

	They manipulate elections, markets and opinions.



In short, they are the operational executive of high finance.

If you want to make this understandable, you have to start with the most important question:

Who really owns the secret services?

This chapter has given the first answer. The following ones will specify them – and substantiate them.
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Chapter 2: Germany – Three ministries, one mission
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"The democratic state does not need a secret service. The occupying state does."

2.1 The legend of the protection of the constitution

IN HARDLY ANY OTHER country in the Western world is the existence of secret services as paradoxical as in Germany. Ironically, the country that experienced two dictatorships in the 20th century – one National Socialist, one socialist – still justifies the existence of its intelligence services with the "protection of the free democratic basic order". A noble motif – but one that sounds hollow on closer inspection.

Because if you look closely, you can see that the German secret services were not created to defend democracy. But to secure the post-war order that was shaped by Western victorious powers – especially the USA. Their task was not inner protection, but control, division, control.

Germany today has three central intelligence services:


	
BND (Bundesnachrichtendienst)

	
MAD (Military Counterintelligence Service)

	
BfV / VS (Federal Office for the Protection of the Constitution)



Each of these services has its own story – and its own field of activity. But their structure, financing and ideological orientation show a clear line: they do not primarily serve the republic, but the overarching stabilization of a transatlantic power architecture.



2.2 The BND – From Nazi Generals to CIA Branch

THE FEDERAL INTELLIGENCE Service was officially founded in 1956, but its roots go back further: to the so-called Gehlen Organization, which was built up as early as 1946 under the protection of the Americans.

Founder: Reinhard Gehlen, Major General of the Wehrmacht, head of the "Foreign Armies East", responsible for espionage against the Soviet Union.

After the war, he was not arrested – but recruited by the CIA. His data collections, his personnel (some from the SS and Gestapo), his networks – everything was continued under US leadership.

Goals of the early BND (Gehlen Organization):


	Enlightenment about the Eastern Bloc

	Control over the political development of West Germany

	Infiltration of opposition groups (including the peace movement, SPD)



The financing was provided by CIA budgets. The structure was not democratically legitimized, but militarily authoritarian. Until the 1970s, the BND was largely uncontrolled – with numerous scandals:


	Cooperation with former Nazi criminals

	Establishment of front companies (e.g. in Munich, Pullach, abroad)

	Participation in international espionage (e.g. against France and Israel)



The BND was never a "German service" in the true sense of the word. It was a transitional structure between the Nazi era and the Western security complex.



2.3 The MAD – The Invisible Hand in the Bundeswehr

THE MILITARY COUNTERINTELLIGENCE Service was founded in 1956 in parallel with the Bundeswehr. His official goal: to clarify extremist tendencies in the armed forces.

But the reality was different. From the beginning, the MAD was a service with a high level of non-transparency, little control and deep ties to NATO structures, especially US military intelligence.

––––––––
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SPECIAL FEATURES OF the MAD:


	Small authority, but with access rights to sensitive personnel files and command levels

	Participation in secret NATO projects (Gladio, stay-behind networks)

	Surveillance not only of "extremists", but also of pacifist soldiers, whistleblowers, leftists in the Bundeswehr



The MAD has been involved in scandals several times in its history:


	Loss of secret documents

	Connections to right-wing extremist networks (e.g. KSK affairs)

	Cover-up of internal abuses of power



Its actual function was not so much to "shield" but rather to discipline the Bundeswehr in the sense of Western strategy.



2.4 The Office for the Protection of the Constitution – A domestic service without control

THE FEDERAL OFFICE for the Protection of the Constitution (BfV), often abbreviated as "VS", was founded  in 1950 under the guidance of the Western Allies. His mission: to protect the "free democratic basic order".

In fact, the VS took on a political filter function from the beginning:


	Surveillance of left-wing organizations, trade unions, peace groups

	Establishment of a system of informants (often criminals or provocateurs themselves)

	Defamation of voices critical of the system



Examples of VS scandals:


	NSU Affair: Destruction of Files, Informants in the Murderers' Entourage

	Observation of journalists, lawyers, politicians

	infiltration of opposition parties (e.g. Die Linke, AfD)



For decades, the Office for the Protection of the Constitution has proven itself not to be a "protective body" but a political control instrument .

It decides who is considered extremist, which organization is classified as dangerous, who may be marked as an "enemy of the constitution" – without judicial review, without democratic control.



2.5 Common Structure: Transatlantic Governance

ALL THREE SERVICES – BND, MAD, VS – have been deeply embedded in transatlantic networks since their inception:


	CIA, NSA, MI6, Mossad

	NATO Intelligence Structures

	EUROPOL, INTERPOL

	Private companies (e.g., Palantir, Booz Allen)



They receive software, data, personnel and training from abroad. Many of their programs (such as citizen surveillance, data comparison, drone technology) come from US sources.

Sovereignty looks different.



2.6 Secret services as anchors of stability in the occupation order

GERMANY HAS NEVER EXPERIENCED a complete act of sovereignty. The Two Plus Four Treaty (1990) was not a peace treaty. The stationing of foreign troops, NATO membership, access to communication systems – all of this will be retained.

The secret services are part of this order. They ensure:


	the political narrative of ties to the West

	the division between East and West

	control over public opinion

	the weakening of emerging system alternatives





2.7 Conclusion

THE GERMAN SECRET SERVICES are not an expression of a sovereign state, but products of an externally controlled post-war architecture. They do not serve the citizen, but the overarching stability of an order that is based on control instead of participation, on division instead of integration, on surveillance instead of freedom.

Three services. A mission. No mandate from the people.
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Chapter 3: The USA – The Empire of the 18 Services
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"If you want to rule the world, you need more than a secret service. He needs a net."

3.1 The Myth of Freedom

SINCE ITS FOUNDING, the United States of America has presented itself as a beacon of freedom. The constitution, the declaration of independence, the checks and balances – everything seems to be geared towards self-determination and citizen protection. But in the shadow of this democratic backdrop, an apparatus grew up that represents the opposite: a system of over 18 official intelligence services and countless unofficial actors that serves not freedom but control.

This "intelligence community" is the nervous system of the American empire. Your task:


	control over information,

	Control over narratives,

	Control over markets and governments worldwide.



3.2 The Origins: OSS, Wall Street and the New Empire

THE FIRST CENTRAL U.S. foreign intelligence service was the Office of Strategic Services (OSS), founded in 1942 during World War II. Its founder, William Donovan, was not a military officer, but a Wall Street lawyer and close confidant of Rockefeller circles.

The OSS was disbanded after the end of the war, but its structures became the CIA in 1947  – with the "National Security Act". This law marks the actual birth of the deep American state.

The CIA was not democratically controlled, but directly subordinate to the president. From the very beginning, it has been closely intertwined with:


	der Wall Street (Dulles-Brüder, Sullivan & Cromwell)

	the Rockefeller Foundation and the Ford Foundation

	dem Council on Foreign Relations (CFR)


	of the Harvard and Yale elite




3.3 The many ministries and their roles

TO DATE, THE U.S. INTELLIGENCE structure includes 18 officially recognized services:


	
CIA: Foreign Intelligence, Operational Operations, Regime Change

	
NSA: Communications Surveillance, Cyber War, PRISM

	
DIA: Military Intelligence Service

	
NGA, NGO: Satellite Reconnaissance, Space Surveillance
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