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Detective Andrews leans across the table, fixes me with a cold, hard stare and says, “How can you kill so many people and have no remorse?”

I shrug. “I used to work retail.”

“I’m serious,” he says.

“So am I.” That’s not the answer he wants, but I’m not in a giving mood. “The truth is that if you’ve pissed someone off enough that they’re willing to pay me to kill you, I figure you deserve it.”

“Fine,” Andrews says, leaning back a bit. “How many people have you killed?”

“Oh come on, officer—”

“Detective,” he says.

“Whatever. I don’t notch my gun after each hit, and I damn sure don’t report what I make to the IRS.”

“Gimme a ballpark figure.”

“For the Psychopath Trading Cards from Topps?”

“Don’t be a smart-ass.”

“I’m guessing you’re new to this. You’ve never talked to someone like me, have you?”

“Don’t be so full of yourself, I’ve interrogated killers before.”

“I’m sure you have.” I start to get up.

“Sit your ass down,” he says.

“Or what, you gonna pull a Rodney King on me?”

“Take it easy, all right? I’m not used to this.”

I take a seat and look around at the plastic people eating plastic food in the McDonald’s restaurant, then look back at the detective.

He hesitates. Looks around. Lowers his voice. “I want to hire you.”

I know what you’re thinking. He’s a cop. It’s got to be a set-up.

Truth is, Andrews reached me through a trusted referral, and I knew he was a cop before I met him.  I stare into his eyes and get the feeling he’s legit and really wants to hire me. When you’ve been doing this as long as I have, you learn to trust your instincts.

“Spill,” I say.

So he does. He arrested a couple of bangers who swore revenge. It’s the usual—bangers have friends who will murder the detective, his family, and everyone he’s ever known. He shows me pictures of his pretty wife and his little brat of a daughter.
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