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Before Halloween

He’d met Liam at an Independence Day barbecue hosted by mutual friends. They’d hit if off immediately, and for the first time in forever, Bixby Crane had felt hope.

Bixby—Bix to everyone who knows him, even the parents who had saddled him with the weird name—now realized that maybe, perhaps, planning a long-term future with Liam had been premature.

But maybe the story is getting ahead of itself.

From that first kiss at the barbecue, Bix had convinced himself that he’d finally met “the one.” Liam was who Bix was always supposed to meet.

He was tall, blond, muscular, and an ER physician. He cared about the environment and animals. And for the first few months, he’d seemed to even care about Bix.

He’d started giving off vibes shortly before Halloween, though. Up to that point, they had seen each other frequently, the sex had been great, and Liam had seemed fully engaged and attentive.

Bix got that not everyone was a big fan of Halloween, so when he’d brought up maybe going to a costume party his friend was throwing, he was okay when Liam nixed that idea outright.

“Nah, no offense, Bix. Those kinds of things aren’t really my jam.”

They were sitting having a quick dinner at a restaurant not far from the hospital where Liam worked. Most of the time, Bix arranged their dates and seeing each other around Liam’s needs. He was okay with that because Liam was a doctor, far more important than his own job at an insurance company. 

“Oh. Okay. We don’t have to do that.”

“You go ahead. I don’t want to spoil your fun.”

“No, it’s fine. We can find something to do together.”

Liam looked uncomfortable. “The thing is, Joe already invited me to watch horror movies at his house. He has this home theater, you know? He works in the biz and has really cool equipment. He hosts this film festival thing at his house in Granada Hills every year.”

Bix knew the “biz” was Hollywood. Movies and television. Liam’s friend Joe wasn’t an actor, but he was involved in production. Liam seemed to do a lot of bragging about Joe’s connections and parties. Often telling Bix what “A List” actor had been at one of Joe’s events. 

“Yeah, you’ve told me about him.” Multiple times, but Bix didn’t say that. “Maybe I can go with you to that?”

“To that?” Liam laughed. “You’d hate it, Bix. Be bored to tears. You go to your costume party, and we’ll see each other afterward for something.”

And that appeared to be that. Once or twice more before Halloween, Bix tried to convince Liam to take him, but his...boyfriend, he guessed...wouldn’t go for it. Insisted Bix wouldn’t like it or fit in. Maybe he wouldn’t.
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