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Foreword

Welcome to
the (small) Yorkshire Terrier world.
Whether you have lived with the breed before, or are simply looking
for your first Yorkie, then there is no going back now.

In all
honesty, and over so many years of working with the Yorkie, I have
never known anyone who lived with a
Yorkshire Terrier not to completely fall in love with the
breed.

I wanted to
write this guide dedicated to the tiniest Yorkshire Terriers out
there because they are a character all of their own. Their bold
heart and constant dedication will earn your respect and
loyalty.

As an
established dog trainer, I want you to find the healthiest little
dog, know how to look after him perfectly, understand his behavior
and the best way to train him. You will find all that information,
and much more, here, so please read on and enjoy.

Alan Kenworthy
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Chapter One: Knowing the Yorkshire
Terrier

Know the Breed

The teacup
Yorkie of today is a far cry from the
much bigger original breed.

The
Yorkshire Terrier, commonly known as the
nickname ‘Yorkie’, was initially bred and finely tuned as a bold
working dog to catch rodents, such as rats and mice. He was
originally ten to fifteen pounds of solid terrier, much heavier
than the fine-boned Yorkshire Terriers of today.
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It is
believed that in the eighteenth century,
when the Scottish people began to move down into England to look
for work, they brought their working terriers, such as the
Clydesdale and Skye Terriers, with them into the Yorkshire
area.

This
Scottish and English Terrier combined, resulting
in a black and tan terrier type. This dog is an ancestor of our own
Yorkie. It is believed that every single black and tan dog in the
area, for a long time, was called a Yorkshire Terrier.

Eventually a
landowner from Huddersfield in Yorkshire began to breed from one
particular famous champion terrier, a dog
named Bob, who was born in 1865 and was a highly skilled working
dog. It is said that all of today’s pedigree Yorkshire Terriers
are, in some way, related to Huddersfield Bob.

In 1872, the
Yorkshire Terrier was imported into
America and recognized by the American Kennel Club in 1878, who
have placed the breed in the toy group because of its
size.

Today it is one of the most
popular breeds of dogs in America – in 2006 it was second only to
the Labrador Retriever in terms of number of registrations at the
American Kennel Club.

Famous
Yorkies include Audrey Hepburn’s ‘Mr.
Famous’, who starred with her in the film ‘Funny Face’, and there
has even been a Yorkie in the White House – President Nixon’s
daughter had a dog named Pasha.

Although Toto
in the film ‘The Wizard of Oz’ was played by a Cairn Terrier, it
was originally illustrated as a Yorkshire Terrier in the
book.

In the
comedy film ‘Meet the Fockers’, the Focker
family (Dustin Hoffman and Barbra Streisand) have a female Yorkie
cross called Moses.

In ‘High
School Musical 2’, Sharpay Evans (Ashley Tisdale) frequently
carries a Yorkie named Boi.

To me it’s amazing that a dog who originates
in a small English county is now one of the most popular dog breeds
in the world.

Today’s Yorkie is very different
from Bob, the great Grandfather of all; nowadays the most common
Yorkie is lighter and often more interested in a squeaky toy than a
rat.

Even in my
lifetime the breed has got smaller. Toy and teacup Yorkshire
Terriers are more regularly seen than the bigger dogs of a few
decades previous. Their hair is finer and they often need to wear
jackets outdoors (and sometimes even indoors).

The Yorkshire
Terrier is known for a long silky coat
that is a golden-brown color at the head, chest, and legs, although
puppies are born black and tan and slowly attain their natural
color.

The
typical Yorkshire Terrier has a flat head, a
medium-sized muzzle, intelligent eyes and V-shaped ears standing
erect. This very cute look is often made cuter when owners tie the
long hair up in a bow to keep it out of the eyes.

The
nature of the breed varies. Some still
carry the fearless heart and reactive nature of their original
breeding. This reactive nature can become a problem if not handled
properly. In particular, the badly socialized, or over-pampered
Yorkie who ends up in rescue with this reactivity can be a
difficult dog to house train.

Some
Yorkshire Terriers, and particularly the
smallest of the breed, are more biddable and are truly homely
little dogs. These little ones are more likely to love you to death
than bite. I live with one of these – well, one and a half if you
class our cross breed – and I couldn’t recommend or praise their
genuine nature enough.

There is
something special about a little Yorkie face looking up at you and
the wagging of a tiny Yorkshire Terrier
tail. The charm of this breed is exactly why I know that if you
bring one home today, you will have a Yorkshire Terrier in your
heart, and probably your home, forever more.

The Yorkie is
a breed easily recognized. He is a slight and silky terrier with a
distinctive yap and an endearing face. Since tail docking was made
illegal in many countries, thankfully, he now has a tail which wags
readily.

When you get
to know a Yorkie, you will find that he is a thoughtful dog who
will easily work out how to manipulate you. He certainly, as a dog
breed, knows how to get what he wants and is highly intelligent.
With his sense of humor and tenacious determination, he will soon
have you wrapped around his tiny paw.

The most
common colors are black and tan or silver and tan. There are more
unusual colors too, and we will talk
about these soon.

Teacup Yorkie - Breed
Standards

Official breed standards for
showing an adult Yorkshire Terrier insist that a Yorkie must weigh
between four pounds (1.81 kilograms) and seven pounds (3.17
kilograms).

The teacup is
a phrase that is used to describe a
Yorkie that at full adult size is less than four pounds in
weight.

An average
teacup Yorkie weighs between one and
three pounds as an adult dog.

Famous for
her small size is ‘Sylvia’, an English
Yorkie who was the smallest dog in recorded history at 2.5 inches
tall and weighing just 4 ounces!

The
Kennel Club holds the monopoly of breed
standards for all dog breeds in the country. They decide size,
weight, colors and characteristic of every dog breed. Although they
only allow show dog status of a dog above four pounds, they do
accept that a fully bred Yorkshire Terrier can be under this weight
and they can be Kennel Club registered.
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In my
personal opinion, there is little point
in registering your dog with the Kennel Club unless you want to
breed from him or her.

A teacup
Yorkie, whether registered or not, will not require a dog license
in the USA or the UK.

Teacup Yorkie
is a popular term but also used are terms such as miniature
Yorkshire Terriers, mini Yorkies, micro
Yorkies, pocket Yorkies and toy Yorkies.

In all
honesty, I am not so concerned with the
exact expression or name for these dogs – in my eyes they are
simply small Yorkshire Terriers, and all the advice and information
will apply to your small Yorkie, no matter what name or term you
refer to it by.

The next few
chapters are aimed at educating and
informing you about the teacup breed.

I also want
you to understand how vitally important it is that you find a great
breeder. All dogs have health risks from bad
breeding, but the tiny Yorkie can suffer
greatly from the irresponsible backyard breeder.

On a lighter
note, a teacup or smaller than average toy Yorkie is a delight to
live with.

We share our home with one, as
well as a rescued Yorkshire Terrier cross. They are both perfectly
natured dogs. They are fun to have around, amusing, yappy,
demanding and highly addictive.

Prices and Costs of Buying a
Teacup

So, why are
teacup and tiny Yorkshire Terriers bred?
In short, they are bred because we love them and to meet the demand
for smaller dogs more suited to our increasingly urban lifestyles.
The breed has charmed us into wanting to bring them into our homes
and lives.

Teacup dogs,
especially puppies, are very much in demand. They are also
relatively expensive compared to the standard breed of Yorkshire
Terriers. At the upper end of the scale you will often see tiny
Yorkies selling for as much as $2000 in the USA and over £1000 in
the UK and in some cases even more.

On a more realistic note, most miniature
Yorkies sell for on average $750 in the USA and £450 in the UK.

You can find
them cheaper, but you need to be careful when doing so to establish
just how responsible the breeders are. It could be a false economy
to buy a teacup Yorkie with a poor pedigree, as it could cost you
much more in vet bills later on than if you had bought from a
responsible breeder.

The teacup,
micro or even very small Yorkie are bred
by the mating of two genetically small Yorkshire Terriers. Falling
below the official standard size still allows the puppy to be
classified and registered as a purebred.

A
concern with the practice of breeding of dogs
purely for size is health. By breeding from the smallest dogs from
a litter, it is possible to be nurturing health defects. Often the
smallest of a litter is referred to as the runt. The weakest dog
can, by being bred from, pass on the weaker genes.

Like any other breed of dog, the
little Yorkie can be seen as a novelty and a quick way to make
money.

[image: tmp_08cbf57b8535dbb82a97d5f33db9bd9e_byAG8s_html_m22040bc8.jpg]

Photo Credit:
Natalie’s Little Yorkies

Luckily there
are responsible breeders who recognize the risks to the Yorkie
because of this demand. Experienced and established breeders are
aiming to meet the demand for teacup Yorkshire Terriers with a strong bloodline from their own
healthy dogs. If you buy from a reputable breeder, there is no
reason why these smaller dogs should have any more health problems
than a larger dog.

What is a
fact is that because of their smaller size, they don’t have the
reserve that a larger dog has. In other words, they need to get to
the vets quicker and faster than a larger dog when something is
wrong.

Smaller
dogs will also naturally be more
vulnerable to hypoglycemic (low blood sugar) shock and regular rest
and good nutrition help prevent this.

So it is
important to keep the average price shown above in mind.
It is vital to ask, if you see a cheaper puppy,
why it is so cheap? You could end up paying out much more in vet
care for a cheap puppy. We will talk more about this
soon.

So we get the
best of both worlds when finding a great
breeder and healthy Yorkie puppy. We have a dog in good health and
we are helping to maintain a great breed standard.

Online Resources

Websites such
as Petango, Adopt a Pet, and Pet Finder can also be good places to begin your search.

Adopt a Pet — http://www.adoptapet.com

Petango — http://www.petango.com

Pet Finder — http://www.petfinder.com

Health and Life Span of the Teacup
Yorkie

If the price
of a teacup Yorkie, mentioned previously, made you
gulp, it is important that you realize
that is only the beginning. Dogs are not cheap, but they are worth
every penny.

We will talk
about finding a responsible breeder and why this is vital. For now
I would like you to understand the ongoing cost of such a tiny
dog.

In all
honesty, every breed has specific health
concerns. The Labrador and German Shepherd have risk of joint
problems, the Dalmatian can be deaf, small dogs like a Cavalier
King Charles Spaniel can have heart problems, so don’t read this
list and panic.

It is
important when bringing a puppy home to know the possibilities.
Fingers crossed they will never become a
reality for you.

Health issues
can be a huge worry if you have bought a
dog from the Internet or backyard breeder. Most teacups from this
type of environment will not be completely healthy and can suffer
from any of the following issues:

Hypoglycemia.

Fine bones
can mean easy sprain or fracture of the limbs.

Badly formed
patella, a slipping kneecap when walking
and running.

Weaker heart
than an average-sized Yorkie.

Trachea problems, a windpipe prone to partial
collapse causing coughing and discomfort.

Fine ligaments and tendons can leave the dog
prone to hip dysplasia.

Each of these
health problems are a very real risk to a tiny Yorkie who has been
anything but exceptionally
bred.

A breed
standard sized Yorkie of between four and seven pounds in weight,
who is well bred and healthy, can easily live well into his mid to late teens.

It is
expected that a tiny Yorkshire Terrier below this weight will have
a shorter life span because of the size-associated health problems.
A smaller, well-bred Yorkie may live until his early to mid-teens.
If he is perfectly bred it may be longer.
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Is a Tiny Yorkie the Dog for
You?

This is one
of the most important questions you can
ask when deciding on any dog.

It is vital
to be absolutely certain that this particular dog is a right fit
for your home. It is just as essential that you can offer him a
safe environment that will meet his every need.

The teacup or
micro Yorkie has specific needs purely because of his physical make
up. This is because his body is delicate compared to an
average rough and robust
terrier.

Alongside
being easy to live with, making you laugh every day, general
high energy in the home, and most importantly
being your very best friend, the teacup Yorkie, like most dogs, has
specific requirements to maintain his health and
well-being.

He will,
in some ways, need to be treated like
china. Basically the smaller your Yorkie is, the more delicate his
body will be. He cannot be allowed to jump on and off things, not
even the sofa, because his bones and tendons are so fine that he
could hurt himself.

Penny, our
small toy Yorkie, weighs just under four
pounds and is 13 inches long from nose to base (not tip) of tail
and 10 inches at a sit or head height when standing. She is
perfectly healthy and always on and off the sofa, but any smaller
and she would be at risk of hurting herself.

Bear in mind
these important considerations about the mini Yorkie
before making a decision to offer a home to
one:

They are not
necessarily the best choice as a good pet for very young children
because of their fragility.

The tiny
Yorkie is not a puppy who never grows
up.

The teacup
Yorkie will not be a dog that is easy to care for
just because of his tiny size.

A very small
Yorkie is still a dog; he will still need training, walks, good
food and a lot of time spent with him.

Yorkshire Terriers were bred to
find mice and rats in mine shafts and rabbit burrows, so digging in
your garden is in their nature!

You should
never make the decision to get a dog or
puppy lightly or under pressure from your kids. Any dog is a
lifetime commitment and a lot of thought should go into it before
making this major decision.

Though he
is easy going in nature, often biddable
and a great companion, the mini Yorkie may need extra physical
support than a bigger dog. A tiny Yorkie puppy throughout his
entire life will often be a full time job, but one that you will
thoroughly enjoy.

If you love
the breed, and choose carefully from a quality and ethical breeder,
he will be more than worth it, so do not be put off, but it is
important that as a dog lover and professional trainer, I point
these things out.
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