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Archbishop Ng Moon Hing

Anglican Archbishop of Southeast Asia

Both the apostle John and Jude lived in the period where the persecution of Christians was on the rise in the Roman Empire. While both great men were instructing and helping fellow Christians to hold on to their faithfulness, in their belief of Jesus Christ as their Savior and Lord, they were also teaching them to discern the false prophets and heretics who came to devour the Christians from within their churches from the true ones. 

The authors of these four epistles have indeed led their readers to appreciate and focus on the specific teachings of the apostle John and Jude; that is, salvation has a price—it engages with the whole person. One of the main issues that has weakened the Christian Church is sin, which includes sin in the head, body, heart and limbs. To overcome sin from the head, we must believe in Jesus Christ, who can forgive sins (1 John 5:10); from the body, it is the love of our brethren that creates unity and fellowship in the Lord (1 John 4:12, 19); from the heart, it is the faithfulness that obeys the commandments of the Lord (1 John 3:21–24); from the limbs, it is the walking of the second mile to find and encourage those who are lost to trust in Christ Jesus (Jude 22–23). This sin was, and is, caused by false teachers who are under the influence of the evil ones, causing big headaches for the church then and now. The way forward is to identify these heretics and reject their teachings, even if they seem innocent, and draw lines to demarcate their influence. A total dependence on the Lord Jesus Christ, under the guidance of the Holy Spirit and according to the grace of God the Father, will be able to steer us out of the dominance of false teachers. Glory to God in the highest.

I thank the author for highlighting the truth so clearly in his verse-by-verse exposition. This is a great work and an excellent effort to assist Christians, especially new believers, in understanding of the Word of truth.
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Rev. Ng Wah Lok (former Principal of Tung Ling Seminary Malaysia, 1999–2019)

“1, 2, 3 John, and Jude are books rarely studied by Christians. 1, 2, 3 John are very late writings of the apostle John and contain important teachings to counter false teachers and early Gnosticism. They are very applicable to our modern church because there are many false teachers and prophets who preach corrupt doctrines today.

“Andrew Koh has given a clear background and simple explanations of every passage in 1, 2, 3 John, and Jude. At the end of each chapter, he gives a devotional application and prayer. There are 11 lessons so you can use this study guide as 11 Bible Studies over 11 weeks. Any student who goes through this study guide carefully will gain a good foundational understanding of 1, 2, 3 John and Jude. 

“Great work! This helps Christians, especially new and young believers, understand the Word of Truth.”

Kevin Booker

“I found the book to be a great study guide and a great time to reflect on myself. I recommend this book to anyone who wants to understand faith in the Books of 1, 2, 3 John and Jude better.” 

Tiffany Townsend

“This book contains an explanation of the books of 1, 2, 3 John, as well as Jude. The books are formatted in an easy-to-follow and enjoyable way.”

J. Sharmani 

“This was a wonderful instruction in the Books of 1, 2, 3 John and Jude. Dr. Koh's simple lessons in these books of the Bible are so enlightening.”

PAR

“To learn and apply the teachings of Jesus Christ, start by studying and understanding the books of 1, 2, 3 John and Jude. This devotional is a verse-by-verse expositional commentary on 1, 2, 3 John and Jude. It is taught as a Christ-centered, life-changing commentary, both a Bible study guide and a devotional guide.”
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1 John, 2 John, 3 John, and Jude is an in-depth Bible study that offers readers the opportunity to explore the Word of God and encounter its God. Written by Dr. Andrew C. S. Koh, this devotional and teaching aid is a comprehensive guide to the Scriptures, providing daily lessons with opening prayer, exposition, application, and closing prayer. Each lesson provides a unique perspective on the text, emphasizing its place in our faith and exploring its relevance to daily life.

This book is perfect for believers looking to deepen their understanding of Scripture. It is an ideal companion for individuals who want to grow in their faith by reflecting on a particular passage of the Bible. For those who are seeking a deeper spiritual experience, 1 John, 2 John, 3 John, and Jude is an invaluable source of knowledge and insight.

Featuring study questions, personal reflections, and an engaging examination of the Word of God, this book provides a comprehensive guide to uncovering the divine message. Comparable to popular works such as Bible Study for Beginners by R. T. Kendall and The Jesus Bible Study by Jack Kuhatschek, 1 John, 2 John, 3 John, and Jude is an accessible and informative source for those wanting to understand the Bible better.

For readers looking to experience a deeper connection with the Word of God, 1 John, 2 John, 3 John, and Jude is an essential guide. Through this verse-by-verse Bible study, readers can open their hearts and minds to the power of the Scriptures and find a true spiritual connection. Read this book and discover the God of the Word today.

Dr. Andrew C. S. Koh

June 2021
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Introduction to 1 John
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Prayer

Heavenly Father, we pray for wisdom to tap into Your knowledge through daily devotion, daily reading of Your Word, and daily Bible study. We pray for wisdom, knowledge, and understanding of Scripture. In Jesus’ name, amen.

Authorship

Scholars agree that the apostle John, who wrote the Gospel of John and Revelation, was the author of 1, 2, and 3 John. They are believed to have been written in Ephesus between AD 85 and 95. John was the last remaining apostle of Christ and was a very old man when he wrote 1, 2, and 3 John. 

Audience

1 John is a general epistle and a cyclical letter written to a group of churches in the region around the city of Ephesus, in the west of modern-day Turkey. 

Occasion and Purpose 

John wrote 1 John to address the false teachers who came to deceive the Christians with the heretical teachings of Gnosticism. Gnosis is Greek for knowledge. These teachers claimed that they had special knowledge about salvation that others did not have. 

The Gnostics believed that the soul is intrinsically good and the body is intrinsically evil. The Gnostics accepted the deity of Christ but rejected his humanity. They believed that Jesus was hundred percent divine but zero percent human. They believed that when He walked on the earth, He did not leave any footprint behind Him. 

There are two extreme forms of Gnosticism. The one is asceticism, the denial of all the physical pleasures of life. The other extreme is licentiousness and freedom to sin, since the body is intrinsically evil and headed for destruction anyway. John’s purpose was to refute the heretical teachings of the Gnostics and to bring the people back to correct theology. 

1 John 1:1–4, John declared what he saw, heard, and handled

Verse 1, That which was from the beginning, that which we have heard, that which we have seen with our eyes, that which we saw, and our hands touched, concerning the Word of life. 

Reflection

The beginning alludes to Genesis 1:1, in the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth, and John 1:1, in the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. John’s title for Jesus Christ is Word of life, He who pre-existed creation, time, and space. John proclaimed that Christ is both fully God and fully human. He could be seen, heard and touched. In the Gospel of John, Christ could feel thirsty, hungry, tired, be sad, and weep.
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