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Genesis contains a timeless story about Joseph, a tale that has been resonating throughout history. It is a story filled with dreams, destiny and trials, as well as a faith that transcends time and space. The Genesis 37-50 account of Joseph's story has been a source of inspiration and reflection for many years. This story aims to reflect the complexity of human life while also capturing Joseph's journey. 

In telling this incredible story, my goal was not to simply recreate history but to emphasize Joseph's timeless messages. Joseph is more than his colorful coats or grand palaces. He represents universal struggles like forgiveness, perseverance and faith in a divine plan. In these pages, Joseph's humanity, his doubts, and his unwavering faith are explored with vivid imagery and nuanced characters development. I wanted to make the characters and setting of this ancient tale vivid and tangible.

Through this retelling of Joseph's story, I hope to inspire you as you reflect on his struggles and choices while gaining timeless wisdom. These pages will provide you with new perspectives and a deeper understanding of Joseph's journey, no matter what your background is. The story of Joseph reminds us to live our lives with meaning, even when we are facing difficult situations. Joseph's story can provide us with guidance and insights to help guide our lives in a better direction.

Shalom and God bless you in your journey of faith.

Dr. Andrew C S Koh
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I really enjoyed this daily devotional. I love the format, the educational content, and the concept. I also deeply enjoy the prayers within the daily studies. An excellent book!, Jennifer Surdam.

The Story of Joseph from Dr. Andrew C S Koh is a very good explanation of Joseph's life from Genesis 37 to 50. A nice book to get a little better understanding of the story of Joseph, Ellen Ebieze.

I like how Dr. Koh regularly examines the timeline to help us understand Joseph's role in the Bible's history. Joseph is a great example for Christians. Carol Howard.

A valuable tool for any Christian. Short and sweet, yet packed with all the essential details. Robert C Foland.

I appreciate Dr. Koh's periodic timeline review, which helps us understand Joseph's role in the overall history of the Bible. C Hoqard.

A great study guide and a great time to reflect on where my life is heading. I would recommend this book to anyone wanting a deeper understanding of Joseph, Kevin Booker.

This book is an invaluable resource for understanding the Bible scriptures, specifically the Life of Joseph.A very enlightening read, Rowan E Creech.

These Biblical truths are presented to the reader in an easy-to-understand devotion, allowing the reader to apply biblical truths to our contemporary living. PAR.

The author stayed as close to scripture as possible. I thoroughly enjoyed this life-like journey through Israel, Tiffany Townsend.

A great read about the story of Joseph. Well written and explained concerning the bible. There are beautiful prayers after each very meaningful chapter. I recommend this book to other readers, Sharmani Jeyaram,.
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Hebrews for Genesis is Bereshit, which means beginning. Genesis is the book of beginnings, the beginning of the universe, the beginning of creation, the beginning of humans, the beginning of life, the beginning of sin, the beginning of death, etc. There are many firsts in Genesis, the first human being, the first marriage, the first sin, the first death, the first murder, etc. When you read the Book of Genesis, watch out for all the first. The Book of Genesis can be divided into 2 sections. Section 1, Genesis 1 to 11, primeval history, from Adam to Abraham, and section2, Genesis 12 to 50, patriarchal history, from Abraham to Joseph.  This book only covers Genesis 37-50, the narrative of the life, adventures, and faith journey of Joseph.

Genre, author, recipients

The genre of Genesis is historical narrative and chronological genealogy. The author of Genesis was believed to be Moses, who also authored Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, and Deuteronomy. These five books are collectively called the Pentateuch. The recipients were the Israelites of the wilderness wandering from Exodus to Deuteronomy

Outline of Genesis 37-50

Genesis 37: Joseph’s dreams

Genesis 38: downward spiral, death, incest

Genesis 39: the LORD was with Joseph

Genesis 40: master of dreams

Genesis 41: from prisoner to prime minister

Genesis 42: from Canaan to Egypt

Genesis 43: the reunion of 12 brothers

Genesis 44: final test

Genesis 45: forgiveness and reconciliation

Genesis 46: family move

Genesis 47: Jacob’s sojourn in Egypt

Genesis 48: adoption of Ephraim and Manasseh

Genesis 49: the death of Jacob

Genesis 50: the death of Joseph
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Genesis 37 begins a new section zeroing in on the life of Joseph. The baton of faith was passed down from Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and Jacob’s twelve sons or the Patriarchs. The most outstanding Patriarch was Jacob’s eleventh son, Joseph. Genesis 37- 50 is the narrative on the life of Joseph. Genesis 49 ends with the death of Jacob, Genesis 49:33. Genesis 50 ends with the death of Joseph, Genesis 50:26.

Verses 1-4, 1 Jacob lived in the land of his father’s travels, in the land of Canaan. 2 This is the history of the generations of Jacob. Joseph, being seventeen years old, was feeding the flock with his brothers. He was a boy with the sons of Bilhah and Zilpah his father’s wives. Joseph brought an evil report of them to their father. 3 Now Israel loved Joseph more than all his children, because he was the son of his old age, and he made him a tunic of many colours. 4 His brothers saw that their father loved him more than all his brothers, and they hated him, and couldn’t speak peaceably to him.

Reflection

After his return from Haran, Jacob lived in the promised land Canaan. By now, Jacob had 12 sons. Joseph was the eleventh and Benjamin was the twelfth and youngest son.  The seventeen-year-old Joseph was feeding his father’s flock with half-brothers in the field. He complained to his father that his half-brothers were behaving badly. Jacob or Israel loved Joseph and Benjamin more than the rest because they were his favourite wife, Rachel’s sons. Jacob even made a multi-coloured tunic for Joseph to wear and his half-brothers were jealous.  They hated Joseph and were not on talking (speaking) terms with him. 

Verses 6-11, 5 Joseph dreamed a dream, and he told it to his brothers, and they hated him all the more. 6 He said to them, “Please hear this dream which I have dreamed: 7 for behold, we were binding sheaves in the field, and behold, my sheaf arose and also stood upright; and behold, your sheaves came around, and bowed down to my sheaf.” 8 His brothers asked him, “Will you indeed reign over us? Will you indeed have dominion over us?” They hated him all the more for his dreams and for his words. 9 He dreamed yet another dream, and told it to his brothers, and said, “Behold, I have dreamed yet another dream: and behold, the sun and the moon and eleven stars bowed down to me.” 10 He told it to his father and to his brothers. His father rebuked him, and said to him, “What is this dream that you have dreamed? Will I and your mother and your brothers indeed come to bow ourselves down to the earth before you?” 11 His brothers envied him, but his father kept this saying in mind.

Reflection

The LORD gave Joseph two dreams. In the first dream, he saw his brothers represented by eleven sheaves of wheat bowing down to him. In the second dream, he was his father, Jacob, mother, Leah, and brothers, represented by the sun, moon, and eleven stars, bowing down to him. 

In Revelation 12:1, apostle John saw a vision of a woman clothed in the sun, standing on the moon under her feet, and wearing a crown of 12 stars. The woman represents the nation of Israel, the 12 stars represent the 12 patriarchs. Joseph’s brothers hated him because of the dream. Even Jacob rebuked him for saying such a dream. Joseph’s dreams were fulfilled when he became the prime minister of Egypt and they bowed down to him, Genesis 42:6.

Revelation 12:1, “A great sign was seen in heaven: a woman clothed with the sun, and the moon under her feet, and on her head a crown of twelve stars.”

Genesis 42:6, “Joseph was the governor over the land. It was he who sold to all the people of the land. Joseph’s brothers came, and bowed themselves down to him with their faces to the earth.”

Verses 12-17, 12 His brothers went to feed their father’s flock in Shechem. 13 Israel said to Joseph, “Aren’t your brothers feeding the flock in Shechem? Come, and I will send you to them.” He said to him, “Here I am.” 14 He said to him, “Go now, see whether it is well with your brothers, and well with the flock; and bring me word again.” So, he sent him out of the valley of Hebron, and he came to Shechem. 15 A certain man found him, and behold, he was wandering in the field. The man asked him, “What are you looking for?” 16 He said, “I am looking for my brothers. Tell me, please, where they are feeding the flock.” 17 The man said, “They have left here, for I heard them say, ‘Let’s go to Dothan.’” Joseph went after his brothers and found them in Dothan

Reflection

Israel was Jacob’s new name. He told Joseph to look for his half-brothers who were feeding the flocks in Shechem. Joseph left Hebron and arrived at Shechem. He did not find his brothers there.  An unnamed man found Joseph wandering aimlessly and asked him whom he was looking for. Joseph replied that he was looking for his brothers and the man directed him to Dothan. 

Joseph went to Dothan and found his brothers there. Dothan was located to the north of Shechem. Dothan in Hebrews means two wells and these two wells are still there today. This is the first time that Dothan is mentioned. Dothan is mentioned again in 2 Kings 6:13 in the narrative on Elisha. 

2 Kings 6:13, “Go and see where he is, that I may send and get him.” He was told, “Behold, he is in Dothan.”

Verses 18-22, 18 They saw him afar off, and before he came near to them, they conspired against him to kill him. 19 They said to one another, “Behold, this dreamer comes. 20 Come now, therefore, and let’s kill him, and cast him into one of the pits, and we will say, ‘An evil animal has devoured him.’ We will see what will become of his dreams.” 21 Reuben heard it, and delivered him out of their hand, and said, “Let’s not take his life.” 22 Reuben said to them, “Shed no blood. Throw him into this pit that is in the wilderness but lay no hand on him”—that he might deliver him out of their hand, to restore him to his father. 

Reflection

As Joseph was approaching from a distance, his brothers conspired to murder him. They hated Joseph so much that they contemplated murdering him. They even thought of concealing their wicked act by saying that an animal had eaten Joseph. They thought this would put an end to Joseph’s dreams. Reuben, the first born, came to Joseph’s rescue. H managed to convince the rest not to kill Joseph but to throw him into a pit. He planned to come back later to rescue him on his own. 

Verses 23-28, 23 When Joseph came to his brothers, they stripped Joseph of his tunic, the tunic of many colors that was on him; 24 and they took him, and threw him into the pit. The pit was empty. There was no water in it. 25 They sat down to eat bread, and they lifted up their eyes and looked, and saw a caravan of Ishmaelites was coming from Gilead, with their camels, bearing spices and balm and myrrh, going to carry it down to Egypt. 26 Judah said to his brothers, “What profit is it if we kill our brother and conceal his blood? 27 Come, and let’s sell him to the Ishmaelites, and not let our hand be on him; for he is our brother, our flesh.” His brothers listened to him. 28 Midianites, who were merchants, passed by, and they drew and lifted up Joseph out of the pit, and sold Joseph to the Ishmaelites for twenty pieces of silver. The merchants brought Joseph into Egypt.

Reflection

When Joseph came to his brothers, they removed his multi-coloured tunic and threw him into an empty pit. Imagine how shocked Joseph must have been to be treated so brutally by his own brothers. When the brothers sat down to eat bread, a group of Ishmaelite traders came by with their caravans. Ishmaelites were descendants of Ishmael, the son of Abraham’s concubine Hagar. 

The Midianites were the descendants of Midian, son of Abraham’s concubine Keturah. A group of Midianites traders also came along and took Joseph out of the pit. The brothers sold Joseph to the Ishmaelite traders for twenty pieces of silver. In today’s language, this is called human traffickers! 

Verses 29-33, 29 Reuben returned to the pit and saw that Joseph wasn’t in the pit, and he tore his clothes. 30 He returned to his brothers, and said, “The child is no more; and I, where will I go?” 31 They took Joseph’s tunic, and killed a male goat, and dipped the tunic in the blood. 32 They took the tunic of many colors, and they brought it to their father, and said, “We have found this. Examine it, now, and see if it is your son’s tunic or not.” 33 He recognized it, and said, “It is my son’s tunic. An evil animal has devoured him. Joseph is without doubt torn in pieces.

Reflection

When Reuben who had left the scene came back and found that Joseph had been sold to the Ishmaelites, he was devastated. The brothers took Joseph’s multi-coloured tunic and dripped it in goat’s blood. They showed the blood-soaked tunic to Jacob and asked him to identify it. Jacob tore his clothes and believed that Joseph had died. They did not have DNA testing there and then. Jacob was reaping what he sowed. He deceived his father, Isaac. Now his own sons deceived him. What goes around, comes around.

Verses 34-36, ”34 Jacob tore his clothes, and put sackcloth on his waist, and mourned for his son many days. 35 All his sons and all his daughters rose up to comfort him, but he refused to be comforted. He said, “For I will go down to Sheol to my son, mourning.” His father wept for him. 36 The Midianites sold him into Egypt to Potiphar, an officer of Pharaoh’s, the captain of the guard.

Reflection

Jacob mourned for his son Joseph and refused to be consoled. He tore his clothes, wore sackcloth, wept, and mourned for Joseph every day. Meanwhile, the slave traders took Joseph to Egypt and sold him to Potiphar, a high-ranking officer of Pharoah. 
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