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November 20, 2742

“Looks like we have a new tasking,” 2LT Elsanne Koenders said to her team. “We’re reporting to Captain Doornink for an assault on an orbital asteroid. Majahal, you’re not going due to zero-g,” she said as she looked at her team lounging in the team room. “Easy in, easy out.”

“I’ve heard that before,” Anika said, pulling out her cards and looking at Rusty. “Care for a game?”

“We’re getting a mission brief, and you’re interested in cards?” Rusty asked, eyeing her suspiciously. He wondered if, after all the combat they’d been through, she had lost her marbles.

“I know, but we probably have time,” Anika said, sighing and putting the cards away for Rusty’s sake. “Ma’am, when do we report?”

“Soon. He was adamant about getting your gear. Weapons will be provided from the armory instead.” 

“We need the Mk10 Space Combat Suit, though,” Rusty said, noting that their gear was for terrestrial combat, not space. Most of their missions were on-planet, not in space.

“We’ll get them after the briefing. Let’s go, you two,” 2LT Koenders said with annoyance. She saw them both stand and follow her to Captain Doornink’s team room. Once they entered, they found some ration boxes to sit on, while he wore a look of slight impatience.

“I see that we’re all here,” Captain Doornink said, taking in the new members. Truthfully, he didn’t need Koenders, but she was a new Kommando, and maybe she’d prove herself in combat. Once everybody was settled, he started the holotable and showed them the area they were going to. “Here’s the asteroid where the pirates are. The defenses are primarily oriented against ships. Intel says we can slip in close to the asteroid and take it out. There are various airlocks, and we’ll slip into one and assault the facility.”

“Sir, any word on the interior layout?” Senior Sergeant Trees Balder asked, looking over the holotable display. “Are we going in blind?”

“Unfortunately, yes,” Captain Doornink said, adjusting the holotable to show the asteroid entry points. “And they’ll likely have sensors on the facility.”

“Great, a suicide mission,” Staff Sergeant Zendman muttered, studying the schematic. “A lot of ‘ifs,’ and we have to attack it.”

“There wasn’t much intel. It was part of the Prime Minister’s plan to eliminate the pirate presence near our border,” Captain Doornink said, then noticed Major Mirabig entering with Majahal in tow. He was about to call the room to attention but was waved off by the Major. “Sir, who is this?”
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