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Introduction




Note: This book is not a travel guide to
Vietnam.

 


This book gives facts and advice for
visiting Vietnam.

 


This book is a compact
version of the pertinent information contained in my books,

Backpacking Southeast Asia and Angkor
Wat & Cambodia As well as some of the
information from my book 100
International Travel Tips.

 


This book contains 70 important facts and
tips that will help you save money, avoid common tourist scams,
stay safe, and maximize your Vietnam adventure.

 


The book is written for all travellers,
backpacking or luxury tour travel, and gives you the most common
scenarios you will encounter in Vietnam. It also details
requirements for visas, and local laws you should know to keep you
out of jail.

 


Visiting Vietnam is one of the most
wonderful things one can do, let me help you prepare for your
adventure.

 


Disclaimer

The advice in this book is from my own
personal experience. I cannot guarantee your trip with be flawless,
or that you will have exactly the same results I have had. Visiting
Vietnam is an adventure, just go with the flow. Although prices
were right at the time of this writing, governments have the right
to change their visa fees and visa lengths without notice.
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Chapter 1: Visas

 1: You need a visa to enter
Vietnam, and must apply for one at a Vietnam consulate. Visas are
valid for one to three months, and are either single or multi
entry. At present, one-month visas are $15 and $20, and three-month
visas are $25 and $45 (single, multi entry). There are also stamp
duty fees, being $25 for single entry visas and $50 for multi entry
visas. Processing normally takes five business days.

2: Visas on arrival
are not available for any border crossing or airport.

3: You can
obtain a pre-approved, visa letter online, if you are flying into
Saigon (Ho Chi Minh City), Da Nang, or Hanoi. You will use the
letter to get your actual visa at the airport. You cannot use the
pre-approval letter to enter at any land-border crossings, as it is
not an actual visa. There are many fraudulent websites claiming
they can get you a visa upon arrival, which it is valid for
land-border crossings. This is not the case, therefore, only use
the official government
website. You will need two color, passport pictures, and
will be required to pay the stamp fee in cash: US$ or VND.
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