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Description

Indiana Counties

The Stories of Indiana's Counties includes a thumbnail history of each of Indiana's 92 counties. The history includes a sketch of each county's namesake as well as the dates they were established by the Indiana legislature. 

Indiana History

The establishment of counties was a key step in the history of Indiana as settlement in the state advanced from the regions near the Wabash and Ohio River and the areas near the border with Ohio. 

County Seat and Courthouse

Histories of each of Indiana county courthouses are also included, as these structures are the cornerstone of many local governments. 

Indiana Tourism

Most counties in Indiana have tourism organizations to help promote tourism in their county. The Stories of Indiana's Counties lists the tourism boards for each county that has one.
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County History
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The county form of local organization originated in England. The English counties, called shires, came into being as local units of government organization in the Ninth Century. The word "shire" derives from the Old High German word “scira" and means "care" or "official charge". A shire is a unit of local government control with a sheriff, appointed by the king, as the principal executive authority. The word "county" originated from the Old French word, "conté" which denoted a governmental division under the sovereignty of a count, or viscount. When the Normans of France conquered England in 1066 they brought the word with them. County and shire have become synonymous. When the English began colonizing North America they began organizing shires, or counties, as they spread inland. In the United States, and Canada, the county evolved as a local unit of government that originally used geographic features, such as creeks and rivers, as boundaries. These units typically have local officials, such as sheriffs and trustees, to govern them. Each county is subdivided into smaller divisions known as townships. 

Counties in Indiana

Indiana has 92 counties, each with its own county seat, or capital, and governing local officials. The first county organized in what is now Indiana was Knox County, established when Indiana was still part of the Northwest Territory. Knox County, organized on June 20, 1790 included the current states, or parts of, Indiana, Michigan, Illinois, and Ohio. The last county organized in Indiana was Newton County, created by the state legislature on December 8, 1859. The oldest counties, in general, are in the southern part of the state along the Ohio River and were separated from either the original Knox County or other later counties. Indiana's counties were named after either United States Founding Fathers or Revolutionary War heroes. Most have little or no connection to the county whose name they bear.

County Seat

In general, county seats, the seat of a county's government, are located near the geographic center of the county. The county court house is located in the county seat. During the early phase of the state's history various towns within a county competed fiercely for the county seat. The seat, as the center of county government, attracted settlers in greater numbers and all citizens in the county had to visit the county seat periodically to pay taxes, obtain marriage licenses, and file land deeds and other official tasks. Thus, businesses located in county seats had more traffic than businesses in outlying towns. Property values were usually higher and there was higher prestige in having the county seat located in a particular town. Many county seats have been moved at least once and sometimes several times. These moves sometimes created conflicts, both legal, and physical, over the relocation. Shots have been fired over relocations and more than one time county records had to be moved secretly in the middle of the night to stave off conflicts. 

Here is an alphabetical list of Indiana counties:

Adams

Allen

Bartholomew

Benton

Blackford

Boone

Brown

Carroll

Cass

Clark

Clay

Clinton

Crawford

Daviess

Dearborn

Decatur

De Kalb

Delaware

Dubois

Elkhart

Fayette

Floyd

Fountain

Franklin

Fulton

Gibson

Grant

Greene

Hamilton

Hancock

Harrison

Hendricks

Henry

Howard

Huntington

Jackson

Jasper

Jay

Jefferson

Jennings

Johnson

Knox

Kosciusko

La Porte

Lagrange

Lake

Lawrence

Madison

Marion

Marshall

Martin

Miami

Monroe

Montgomery

Morgan

Newton

Noble

Ohio

Orange

Owen

Parke

Perry

Pike

Porter

Posey

Pulaski

Putnam

Randolph

Ripley

Rush

St. Joseph

Scott

Shelby

Spencer

Starke

Steuben

Sullivan

Switzerland

Tippecanoe

Tipton

Union

Vanderburgh

Vermillion

Vigo

Wabash

Warren

Warrick

Washington

Wayne

Wells

White

Whitley
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Power of Indiana Counties
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The United States Constitution leaves the organization and function of county government to the individual states, thus organization and powers of county government can vary from state to state. Article 6, Section 2 of the Indiana Constitution establishes specific county offices. Article 6, Section 3 allows the General Assembly to create new offices for counties and townships as it sees fit. Article 6, Section 8 the Constitution gives the General Assembly the power of impeachment of county officials and the mechanism to fill county official vacancies that may occur after the General Election. Article 9, Section 3 gives the counties the power to create farms to care for individuals that, due to age, infirmity or misfortune to care for these individuals and see to their welfare. In general, counties have powers to legislate as long as the proposed statute is not expressly forbidden by the state constitution or not within the state's jurisdiction. Legislative powers of counties can be confusing and a further discussion of their powers is beyond the author's scope of understanding. If the reader has further questions about the county's powers, it is best to consult with an attorney. 
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Local Government Organization in Indiana
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Local governments within counties in Indiana consist of townships and incorporated towns and cities. 

Townships

Townships are smaller governing units within a county. A Township Trustee, elected by voters within their township, represents those voters in the township, which also elects a three-member Township Board to assist the Trustee. 

Incorporated Towns and Cities

Incorporated towns and cities elect their own representatives independent of the township. These officials include the mayor and the city or town council. Depending upon the organization of the local government, there may be other elected officials.
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Constitutionally Created County Officials
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Sheriff

Clerk of Circuit Court

Auditor

Recorder

Coroner

Treasurer

Surveyor

Prosecuting Attorney

The prosecutor represents the State of Indiana in all court cases in the district to which they are elected. 

County Officials Created by the Assembly

Judge

County Council

Board of County Commissioners

County Assessor

Some Counties have:

Superior Court

County Court

Sheriff

The sheriff has both county and state functions. The sheriff administers the county jail and is responsible for prisoners held within the jail. The sheriff administers work release programs. The sheriff collects delinquent taxes for both the county and the Indiana Department of Revenue. The sheriff is authorized to appoint deputies as approved by the county commissioners. Most times the county 911 emergency response system is maintained by the sheriff's department. The sheriff's department is the primary law enforcement agency within a county. The sheriff and their deputies have jurisdiction everywhere within their county, including all towns and cities. In Indiana a sheriff is elected to a four year term and is limited to two terms. According to Indiana Code 36-2-13-5, the sheriff’s duties include:

Arrest persons who commit an offense within the Sheriff's view

Suppress breaches of the peace

Calling the power of the county to the Sheriff's aid if necessary

Pursue and jail felons

Serve or execute all process directed to the Sheriff by legal authority

Attend and preserve order in all courts of the county

Operate the county jail and care for the prisoners therein.

Indiana law additionally specifies that the Sheriff maintain records, facilitate the sex offender registry within the county, serve state tax warrants, conduct Sheriff Sales on foreclosed homes, and issue handgun permits. In Elkhart County, when someone calls 911 or needs help, particularly outside the municipal limits, the Sheriff gets the calls.

Clerk of Circuit Court

The clerk is the guardian of democratic government in Indiana. It is the clerk's responsibility to execute a smooth election process in the county. The clerk must administer Indiana's elections in a fair manner. The clerk also receives candidate filings and certifies election results. The Clerk appoints members to the county election board and is a member of that board. It is up to the clerk to assure that all polling places in the county are in compliance with Indiana's laws. 

In addition to this, the clerk maintains all of the county's court records and issues marriage licenses and draws the names of prospective jurors for court cases. The clerk also collects fines, court cost payments and money judgments from civil cases. The clerk pays this money out to the person or entity entitled to the judgment. Child support payments are also the responsibility of the clerk. 

Auditor

The auditor maintains the county's financial accounts and issues checks. The auditor works closely with the county commissioners in budgetary matters. The auditor also serves as the secretary for the board of county commissioners and as clerk to the county council. The auditor takes the taxes collected by the Treasurer and distributes it to the county agencies. As the principal financial officer of the county, the auditor must also develop financial analysis and cash flow projections. The auditor must also prepare an annual report so the commissioners can develop a budget. 

Recorder

The recorder maintains the county's records. The records include property deeds, marriages, mortgages, liens, military discharges, leases and powers of attorney. 

Coroner

The coroner's function is to determine the cause of death in instances of death caused by violence, accident or death under suspicious circumstances. The coroner is to employ a qualified pathologist to perform an autopsy if one is needed. The coroner must then file a death certificate with the local health officer. 

Treasurer

The county treasurer is responsible for collecting all taxes due to the county from individuals, the state and other sources. The treasurer works with the auditor to ensure that county monies are distributed properly. 

Surveyor

The county surveyor’s duties include preparing, maintaining and making available to the public section maps, grants, subdivisions and other property parcel records in the county. 

Prosecuting Attorney

Judge

Board of County Commissioners

County Council

Each county is divided into districts of varying number. Generally, a council member is elected from each district, with three at-large members. The council is a body created by the General Assembly is not a constitutionally created position. The County Council has the ultimate power over the county's fiscal matters. The council establishes the county budget, determines county employee pay scales and benefits, establishes the tax rates and authorizes all county expenditures and purchases. In general, Indiana code gives the following powers to the members of the county council:

Approving and fixing annual operating budgets of all county government offices and agencies. (IC 36-2-5-11)

Establishing salaries, wages, per diems and other compensation for all county officials and employees (IC 36-2-5-11)

Fixing tax rates and establishing levies on all county property for the purpose of raising funds to meet budget requirements in conducting county business, as well as authorizing the borrowing of money in the form of bonds and notes. (IC36-2-6-18)

Appropriating public funds, i.e., authorizing the expenditure of county money by particular officials or departments for specific purposes

Authorizing certain purchases or sales of county owned land (IC 36-1-11-3) or other real property (36-2-2-20) 

County Assessor

The assessor uses the tax rates established by the county commissioners to assess property values in the county for taxation purposes. The assessor certifies those values to the auditor. Taxpayers may appeal the assessor’s valuation of their property. 

Some Counties have:

Superior Court

County Court
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County Finances
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County Sources of Revenue

Property Taxes

Income Taxes

State Funding

Federal Funding

Investment Income

Debt Funding

Miscellaneous Revenue

Property Taxes

All property within a county is subject to property tax, unless the property has been specifically declared exempt. The county assessor is responsible for setting property values, based upon rates set by the County Commissioners. Property tax valuation is a complicated procedure. For more information, contact your county assessor or commissioner. 

Income Taxes

The State of Indiana permits counties to collect income taxes. These taxes are collected as a part of withholding with the Indiana Department of Revenue collecting them and distributing the revenue to the county. The county has multiple options for imposing this tax. 

State Funding

The state distributes revenue collected from various taxes collected at the state level. These include aircraft, boat and taxes on financial institutions. This is not an all inclusive list, as the list also includes funds from inheritance taxes, alcoholic beverage fees and many other taxes and fees. 

Federal Funding

The federal government also provides funding in the form of grants and other financial bequests. 

Investment Income

Counties and localities are permitted to invest in certain Federal investments like Treasury bonds and the like. The interest collected on these investments can provide addition county funding. 

Debt Funding

County and local governments are permitted to borrow money for specific projects. This can include short term loans, long term loans, bond issues and other forms of borrowing.

Miscellaneous Revenue

The State permits counties to impose several different types of special taxes, including motor vehicle excise surtaxes, innkeeper taxes, food and beverage taxes and "special benefit" taxes. 

Note:

It is beyond the scope of this work to go into the complex system of county and local taxation. The author's intent is only to provide a general outline of a county's sources of revenue for informational purposes. For more information, contact your county commissioner or trustee.
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Meetings and Records

[image: ]




The Indiana Constitution provides that county officials meet periodically and requires public notices of such meetings and that records be kept of the proceedings. 

County Commissioners

Indiana Statute requires that county commissioners meet monthly. They may meet oftener, if need arises. The county auditor acts as the clerk of the board of commissioners and must keep records of all proceedings in the Auditor's office.

County Council

Indiana Statute requires that the Council meet only three times a year. The Council may meet oftener provided they give a forty-eight hour public notice. The council must keep minutes that are available to the public. The State of Indiana may deem certain records too sensitive for public scrutiny. 

The state has devised a system that defines what records are available to the public and how those records are kept. To find a detailed account of this procedure and to see the public records of your county, go to your county's web site where they will be links to them. Optionally, go to the court house and inquire. 
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Adams County
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County Facts:

County Seat - Decatur

Area - 339.97 sq mi

Population - 35,491 (2017)

Founded - March 1, 1836

Named for - John Quincy Adams

County Government

Adams County Indiana Government

313 W. Jefferson Street

Decatur, IN 46733

https://www.co.adams.in.us/

260-724-5300 

Tourism Information

Visiting Adams County

https://www.co.adams.in.us/35/Visiting

Short History

Settlers began arriving in the area from New England around 1835. Most were descended from New England Puritan ancestors and were drawn to the cheap land and the final expulsion of the native tribes at the end of the Black Hawk War. Many came via the newly completed Erie Canal. When these settlers arrived, northeast Indiana was still covered with prairie and virgin forests. 

The Indiana General Assembly created Adams County on January 23,1836, naming it for John Quincy Adams, sixth President of the United States.

Erie Canal

Begun in 1817, construction on the main canal ended in 1825 and the canal opened for business on October 26, 1825. The canal ran from a connection with the Hudson River at Albany New York to a connection with Lake Erie in Buffalo, New York. The canal connected the Atlantic Ocean with the Great Lakes and reduced the cost of transportation. 

Black Hawk War

The 1832 Black Hawk War Black Hawk War ended at the Battle of Bad Ax on August 2, 1832. William Henry Harrison had negotiated a treaty in St. Louis in 1804 which the Sauk tribe disputed. Claiming that the Americans claimed more land than the treaty intended, a Sauk band under the leadership of Black Hawk entered Illinois to reclaim ancestral territory. The dispute became a war, which Black Hawk's band lost at the Battle of Bad Axe. After the war, President Andrew Jackson persuaded the remaining Amerindian tribes that remained east of the Mississippi River to sell their lands and move west of the Mississippi. Most remaining tribes in Indiana were forced out of the state in the mid 1830's.

Creation of the County

Resident Samuel Rugg offered to donate land, $3100, and temporarily pay the expenses for housing the county commissioners if they would use his land for the county seat. He also offered the use of a house for use as a court house until one could be built. The county commissioners accepted the offer, calling the new town Decatur, probably after naval hero Stephen Decatur. 

Adams County Courthouse

First Courthouse

Adams County officials contracted to construct the first courthouse in May 1839. The contract stipulated that the courthouse would be,

"...shall be a framed house built of good material, thirty by forty feet in size and two stories high; the lower story or room to be left without any partitions, and the upper story or room divided into rooms to accommodate the grand and petit juries...The weather boarding on the two sides next to the streets shall be planed."

This building served as courthouse until 1873, when it was sold and moved to another site on Front Street in Decatur. 

Current Courthouse

By 1870 the courthouse was no longer sufficient to fit the needs of the county, thus Adams County officials began discussing building a new structure. The county commissioners appointed a committee composed of four men to visit various buildings in other counties to determine the style of the new courthouse. The committee members performed as requested and filed a report on February 8,1872, recommending Second Empire-style structure based upon the design of the Defiance Court House in Defiance, Ohio. The commissioners agreed with this recommendation and their proposal to contract with architect J. C. Johnson to design the building. Later that year contracts were signed with the target date of December 1, 1873 for the building to be completed. Construction did not complete on that date, but was on January 29, 1874. The National Register of Historic Places listed the Adams County Courthouse on August 6, 2008. 

Adams County Courthouse

112 South Second Street

Decatur, Indiana 46733

John Adams (October 30, 1735 - July 4, 1826)

The son of John Sr. and Susanna Boylston Adams, John was native to his father's farm in Braintree (now Quincy), Massachusetts. An outdoors loving child, John would have preferred becoming a farmer. He frequently skipped school to hunt or fish. His father, a Congregationalist deacon, farmer, cordwainer, and lieutenant in the militia, had other plans for his eldest son. Desiring that John enter the ministry, he sent him to a dame school. The dame school was a school attended by a female teacher who taught rudimentary reading, writing and math skills. He next attended a college preparatory Latin school. In 1750, age fifteen, he entered Harvard College. After his graduation in 1755, the ministry did not interest him, thus he began a study of law under leading Worchester lawyer John Putnam. In 1758 he earned a BA degree from Harvard and gained admittance to the Massachusetts bar. 

Establishment as a Lawyer and Marriage

His law practice struggled in the early years. He had just one client in his first year and did not win a jury trial until 1761. After that, his practice grew. He courted Abigail Smith after his law practice improved. The couple would marry on October 25, 1764. They would have five children, four of whom would survive to adulthood. 

Reluctant Patriot

Believing that Parliament had merely blundered when it passed the Stamp Act, Adams was outraged at the Act, but unwilling to play a prominent role. He believed that many of the patriot leaders, including his cousin, Samuel Adams, wished for complete independence, an outcome Adams did not desire at the time. With a growing law practice and family, Adams feared becoming involved would hurt his practice. As Parliament continued in its attempt to subjugate the colonies, Adams changed his mind and became a leader in the growing patriot cause. 

Outspoken Patriot

By 1765 Adams became a vocal critic of the Stamp Act and other Acts of Parliament. He adopted the pen name "Humphrey Ploughjogger" and submitted four articles to the Boston Gazette in August 1765. The London Chronicle republished these articles in 1768. These articles, True Sentiments of America, argued that the Stamp Act was an infringement upon colonial rights. He expanded this principal during an address to the Massachusetts assembly in December when he declared the law invalid. 

Defender of the Boston Massacre Soldiers

By the time of the Boston Massacre, on March 5, 1770, Adams had become one of Boston's busiest lawyers. He was chosen to defend the eight soldiers charged by Boston authorities with murder. Public passion was high and the soldiers had difficulty finding representation. Adams belief that everyone had the right to a fair trial led him to accept the case and defend the soldiers. Facing public fury, Adams managed to get six of the soldiers acquitted and two convicted under the lesser charge of manslaughter. Initially, the trial hurt his business, however it gave him the reputation as a fair man and eventually his reputation soared higher than previously. 

Election to the First Continental Congress

Bostonians elected Adams as one of four delegates to the First Continental Congress in 1774. While serving in that post, Adams renewed his push for trial by jury. When the First Continental Congress adjourned on October 26, 1774, he returned to Boston. He would return to Philadelphia when the Second Continental Congress convened in May, 1775. Adams served in Congress until 1779, when the Congress appointed him as minister to France. Adams served in that post until mid 1780, when he traveled to Dutch Republic where he would mediate relations between the United States and the Dutch. He was in the Republic when the Americans won the Battle of Yorktown. Adams played a key role in the Treaty of Paris, which ended the Revolutionary War. He received appointment as ambassador to Britain following the war. 

Vice President and President

Adams gained election as Vice President, serving under President George Washington until 1797, when he won the Presidency. He served 1 term as President, losing to Thomas Jefferson in the election of 1800. Adams retired to his farm near Peacefield, Massachusetts, where he died on October 28, 1818. 
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County Facts - 

County Seat - Fort Wayne

Area - 660.02 sq mi

Population - (2010) 355,329

Founded - April 1, 1824

Named for- John Allen

County Government

Allen County Courthouse 

715 S Calhoun St

Fort Wayne, IN 46802

https://www.allencounty.us/

Tourism Information

Visit Fort Wayne

927 South Harrison Street

Fort Wayne, Indiana 46802 

(260) 424-3700 

(800) 767-7752 

http://www.visitfortwayne.com/

Short History

The Indiana General Assembly created Allen County from a portion of Randolph County on April 1, 1824, naming it for Colonel John Allen. The legislature commissioned James M. Ray, W. M. Conner and Abaithes Hathaway to determine the location for a county seat. The commissioners chose Fort Wayne as the county seat in early 1824. In late May the voters voted in the first Allen County elections. The first county board session was in October 1824. During the first years the county commissioners met in various homes around Fort Wayne. The county seal was adopted in 1825. The first courthouse was constructed in 1831.

Allen County Courthouse

Until 1831 Allen County officials met in various houses and buildings around Fort Wayne. In that year the county constructed its first court house on the square that had been reserved for one when the town was platted in 1824. The quality of construction for this first courthouse was bad and in 1847 this building was razed and a second courthouse was built by contractor Samuel Edsall. This building soon proved unsuitable and was razed in 1861 to make room for a third courthouse. Architect Edwin May of Indianapolis designed this one, laying the cornerstone that year and completing construction by July 1862. A wrought iron fence enclosed this brick courthouse. It featured a cupula with clocks that faced the streets in all four directions. This courthouse stood until 1897, when it was torn down. Indiana Governor James A. Mount officiated over the cornerstone laying ceremony on November 17, 1897. This fourth courthouse, designed by Fort Wayne architect Brentwood S. Tolan. 

The Current Courthouse

The Beaux Arts architecture structure features blue limestone from quarries near Bedford, Indiana and granite from Vermont. The 42 foot tall copper dome dominates the city center. A clock occupies each of the four faces of the base of the dome. The dedication for the $800,000 plus structure took place on September 23, 1902.

John Allen (Dec. 30, 1771 - Jan. 22, 1813)

The son of James Allen and Mary Kelsey Allen, John was a native of Rockbridge County, Virginia. The family emigrated to Kentucky in 1779. His early education was at Bardstown, Kentucky. He studied law at Staunton, Virginia after which he moved to Shelbyville, Kentucky to practice law. He gained election to the Kentucky Senate in 1807. When the War of 1812 broke out he recruited and commanded the 1st Rifle Regiment. His company played a prominent role in the Battle of French Town on January 18, 1813. Four days later he died at the Battle of the River Raisin in Michigan.
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Bartholomew County Facts

County Seat - Columbus

Area - 409.36 sq mi 

Population - 82,753(2018)

Founded - January 9, 1821

Named for- Joseph Bartholomew

County Government

Bartholomew County Courthouse

234 Washington St # 303, 

Columbus, IN 47201

http://www.bartholomew.in.gov

Tourism Information

Columbus Area Visitors Center

506 Fifth Street

Columbus, IN 47201

(800) 468-6564,

http://www.columbus.in.us/

https://www.facebook.com/Visit-Columbus-Indiana-609360092545106/?fref=ts

Short History

The Indiana Legislature created Bartholomew County on February 12, 1821. The county takes its name from Lieutenant Colonel Joseph Bartholomew, wounded at the Battle of Tippecanoe. Local legend says that Colonel Bartholomew and General John Tipton rode horses through the area in May 1820, surveying the possibilities of the area that would become Bartholomew County. Tipton purchased several parcels of land shortly after, which formed the nucleus of future County Seat, Columbus, Indiana.

Bartholomew County Courthouse

Visitors to Columbus Indiana will find this historical marker noting the importance of the Bartholomew County courthouse.

Title of Marker:

Bartholomew County Courthouse

Location:

SE corner of courthouse, 234 Washington Street, Columbus. (Bartholomew County, Indiana)

Installed by:

2000 Indiana Historical Bureau and Joseph Hart Chapter, Daughters of the American Revolution

Marker ID #: 

ID# : 03.2000.1

Marker Text: 

Side one:

County formed by Indiana General Assembly 1821. Thirty acres of land were purchased, and John Tipton donated thirty acres, for county seat. State commissioners named county seat Tiptona—after Tipton; local elected commissioners renamed it Columbus. Tipton served as state representative, Indian agent, and United States senator.

Side two:

Second Empire Style courthouse, designed by Isaac Hodgson, completed 1874, is county's fourth courthouse. Constructed of red brick with white limestone trim. Foundation is rusticated blue limestone. Original slate roof replaced 1953 with standing-seam copper. Extensive remodeling 1968; interior restoration completed 1998. Listed in National Register of Historic Places 1979.

Reviewed: 29 June 2011. Read the Review. Learn more about our Accuracy of Marker Texts Policy.

Author Note - the revisions are worked into the following narrative:

Short History by the Author

The Indiana General Assembly created Bartholomew County on February 12, 1821 out of portions of Jackson and Delaware Counties.. The county's name derives from Lieutenant Colonel Joseph Bartholomew. The county seat is on land which consists of two parcels, thirty purchased by the County and thirty acres obtained from John Tipton. The status of the land obtained from John Tipton is not clear. From land transfer records it is not clear if Tipton donated the land or if the County purchased it. The record is not clear either if the State Commissioners suggested the name "Tiptona." Records indicate that early in discussions about the new county seat's name, some did suggest Tiptona. However, on March 19, 1821, the commissioners had settled on the name "Columbus." 

Joseph Bartholomew (March 15, 1766 – November 3, 1840)

A native of New Jersey, Bartholomew's father moved the family first to Laurel Hill, Pennsylvania. When the Revolutionary War broke out, the ten year old Joseph volunteered to join the militia and helped defend the Pennsylvania frontier against Amerindian raids. After the war, in 1788 he married Christiana Pickenpaugh and moved to the Louisville, Kentucky area. In Kentucky he stayed active in the Kentucky militia. By 1800 he moved across the river to the Clark's Grant area, settling in the Charlestown area. Christina died in childbirth with their tenth child in 1809. In 1811 he married Elizabeth McNaught. She died from injuries suffered after falling from a horse in 1824. In 1803 Joseph joined the Clark County Militia, receiving a commission as Major. He served in the Battle of Tippecanoe on November 7, 1811. He led 120 men under General William Henry Harrison as a newly promoted colonel. During the battle he received a serious arm wound. In 1818 he gained election to the Indiana General Assembly and to the Indiana Senate in 1820. He served on the Commission that picked the site for the new State capital, Indianapolis, in 1820. In May 1820 he purchased land in the area at the area where the White and Driftwood rivers join. He built a cabin on the site. 

John Tipton (August 14, 1786 – April 5, 1839)

John was born in Sevier County, Tennessee, where his father died in an Amerindian raid. He moved to Harrison County, Indiana in 1803 and married Martha Shields. He farmed and fought natives, leading a unit of the famed Yellow Jackets during the Battle of Tippecanoe. he gained election to the Indiana State House of Representatives from 1819 to 1823. During this time, he was involved in the formation of Bartholomew County and its county seat, Columbus.

Bartholomew County Courthouse

Irish born architect Isaac Hodgson designed the courthouse, one of six he designed in Indiana. Construction began in 1870 and completed in 1874. the courthouse cost $225,000 to build. 

Isaac Hodgson (1826–1909)

A native of Belfast, Ireland, Hodgson immigrated to the United States in 1848. He started in New York, but came to Louisville, Kentucky in 1849. He became a full architect in 1855 and during his career he worked mostly in Indiana and Minnesota. He designed six Indiana court houses, the Marion County courthouse and several notable buildings in Minnesota after he moved there in 1882.

Joseph Bartholomew (March 15, 1766 – November 3, 1840) 

The son of Daniel Bartholomew, Jr. and Elizabeth Catharine Bartholomew, Joseph was native to Amwell, Hunterdon, New Jersey. The family moved to Pennsylvanian around 1768, where is father died. His mother remarried, however the stepfather treated the Bartholomew children poorly. Joseph had little formal education and schooled himself in the ways of the frontier. He became an expert rifleman and experienced in woodcraft. He also acquired skills in surveying and land titles. Joseph gained a reputation as an "Indian fighter" during this period. 

Military Scout

When the Revolutionary War broke out, the ten-year-old Joseph volunteered to join the militia and helped defend the Pennsylvania frontier against Amerindian raids. He later served in the same capacity during some of the military campaigns in the Northwest Indian War. 

Marriage and Family

He married Christiana Peckinpaugh around 1788 - 1790, with whom he had ten children. The young family floated down the Ohio River by flatboat to the area around Louisville, Kentucky around 1795. 

Move to Clark County, Indiana

Bartholomew was present at the signing of the 1795 Treaty of Greenville, having taken part in General Anthony Wayne's campaign, which ended with the Battle of Fallen Timbers. Sometime around 1800 the family moved to Clark County. He settled in the Clark's Grant near the town of Charlestown, Indiana where he surveyed land and took part in the defense against the natives. On May 10, 1808 his wife died giving birth. On July 30, 1812 he married Elizabeth McNaught, with whom he had five children. Elizabeth died in a horse riding accident in 1824. Bartholomew did not remarry.

Military Experience Indiana

War of 1812

On September 21, 1803 he had received a commission as a major in the Clark County militia. he would rise to Lieutenant Colonel, a rank he held during the Battle of Tippecanoe. During the battle he was shot in the arm. His service during the battle gained him the rank of brigadier general. He would serve later in the White River Campaign, a short lived march up the White River Valley from Vincennes to an area north of present day Indianapolis that terminated when the soldiers involved found most of the native villages abandoned. 

After the War of 1812 Bartholomew served as a surveyor and farmer as well as serving in both the House of Representatives and Senate in the Indiana General Assembly. In 1821 he joined the expedition that located the site that would become Indianapolis. In May 1820, he purchased land in the area at the area where the White and Driftwood rivers join. He built a cabin on the site. 

Farmer in Indiana and Move to Illinois

A friend of Bartholomew's requested that he sponsor a $30,000 bond so his friend could purchase some property. The friend defaulted on the bond, leaving Bartholomew responsible for half the debt. The situation forced Bartholomew to sell his farm to service the loan. He moved to McLean County, Illinois, where he would later serve in the Black Hawk War in 1832. After his death he was interred in Clarksville cemetery in McLean County.
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Benton County

County Facts

County Seat - Fowler

Area - 406.51 sq mi

Population - 8,613 (2017)

Founded - February 18, 1840

Named for- Senator Thomas H. Benton

County Government

Benton County Courthouse 

706 E 5th Street

Fowler IN 47944

https://www.bentoncounty.in.gov

Tourism Information

Visit Benton County

https://www.bentoncounty.in.gov/visit

Short History

The Indiana Legislature created Benton County by statue on February 18, 1840. The name derives from Thomas H. Benton, a Missouri senator. Oxford, Indiana was the first county seat, chosen in 1843. The county seat moved to Fowler in 1874, the current site. Settlers considered the vast prairie lands of northwestern Indiana as “The Lost Land,” thus settlement did not begin until the 1840's. The first settlers stayed near the forested areas, but later moved into the prairie lands to farm. The farmers' only market for their products during this time was Chicago. They had to travel there to sell their produce, a fifteen day round trip. It was not until the late 1840's that a market opened in Lafayette, reducing the trip to three days that the population began to increase.

Thomas H. Benton (March 14, 1782 – April 10, 1858)

Benton, a staunch advocate of westward expansion, became the first Senator to serve five terms in that body. His policies birthed the "Manifest Destiny" doctrine. The Manifest Destiny belief dominated thought in the Nineteenth Century. Manifest destiny espoused the idea that the United States was destined to occupy the North American continent from the Atlantic to the Pacific and led to the massive westward migrations of that Century.

A Brief Biography

The first son of Jesse Benton and Ann Gooch, Benton was a native of Hillsborough, North Carolina. He attended the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill where he was expelled over an accusation of stealing money from a classmate. Earlier he had been in an incident in which he came close to shooting another student. After his expulsion, he moved back home and moved with his family to Tennessee where he studied law. Admitted to the bar in 1806, he gained election to the Tennessee legislature in 1809. He entered the army during the War of 1812. He got into a dispute and shot a man, after which he moved west to Missouri. He gained election to the United States Senate from Missouri in 1820. During the 1830's his position on slavery evolved from pro-expansion to the position that he did not want to see it enter the territories. It was his arguments against slavery expansion that cost him his Senate seat in 1851. He spent his final years lecturing on the evils of slavery and the dangers to the nation if the country did not resolve this difference. He contracted cancer and died in 1858.

Benton County Courthouse

After the inception of Benton County, Oxford was chosen as the first county seat. In 1874 the county seat moved to Fowler. The current courthouse was constructed in that year on land donated by the Moses Fowler family. 
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County Facts

County Seat - Hartford City

Area - 165.58 sq mi

Population - 11,976 (2017)

Founded - April 2, 1838

Named for- Isaac Blackford

County Government

Blackford County Courthouse

110 West Washington Street

Hartford City, IN, 47348

https://www.blackfordcounty.com/

Tourism Information

Visit Blackford County

https://www.visitblackford.com

https://www.facebook.com/visitblackford

Thumbnail History

John Blount became the first recorded resident of the area that would become Blackford County when he arrived in 1835. Abel Baldwin migrated in from Vermont the next year, followed by many other former New Englanders. At the time the Godfroy Reserve, a 3,840 acre tract of land on the Salamonie River, was maintained as a reserve for the Miami Indians. Many of these early European residents settled next to the Salmonie River on land that they could drain easily. Much of the land was originally swampy, however over the years much of this land was drained and became farmland of excellent quality. The Indiana General Assembly created Blackford County on April 2, 1838, naming it for Judge Isaac Blackford.

An historical marker at the corner of Blackford and New York Streets in Indianapolis, Indiana honors Mr. Blackford. 

Title of Marker:

Isaac Blackford

Location:

Northeast corner of Blackford and New York Streets, Indianapolis, IN 46202 (Marion County, Indiana)

Installed by:

Installed 2011 Indiana Historical Bureau and Indiana Supreme Court

Marker ID #: 

49.2011.1

Marker Text: 

Born 1786 in New Jersey; admitted to the bar 1810. Residing in Vincennes, Indiana Territory in 1815, later elected Speaker of the first state House of Representatives. In September 1817, Governor Jennings appointed Blackford to Indiana Supreme Court. He served 1817- 1852, publishing the Court's decisions in his eight- volume, nationally acclaimed Reports of Cases.

Blackford invested in Indiana land, including properties in new state capital, Indianapolis; purchased land here, 1832. He helped establish Indiana Colonization Society, and promoted education. In 1855, U.S. President Franklin Pierce, appointed Blackford to U.S. Court of Claims, Washington, D.C.; he served until his death; buried in Indianapolis January 1860. 

Brief History By the Author

Isaac Blackford (November 6, 1786 – December 31, 1859)

The son of Joseph and Mary Straats Blackford, Isaac was a native of Bound Brook, Somerset County, New Jersey. After receiving a basic education, he enrolled in Princeton University, graduating at the top of his class in 1806. He migrated to the Indiana Territory in 1812 to practice law. 

Political and Judicial Career

The voters elected Blackford to the first Indiana General Assembly where he served as the first Speaker of the House of Representatives. Indiana Governor Jonathan Jennings appointed him as Chief Justice of the Indiana Supreme Court in in 1817. he would serve in that office until 1853, becoming the longest serving Chief Justice of Indiana and one of the longest serving jurists in the United States. During his tenure he wrote over 2,000, only 46 of which were overturned. Many consider him the most influential to serve on Indiana's courts. The Constitution of 1851 interrupted his tenure, as it changed the Supreme Court from an appointed position to an elected one. He lost the 1852 nomination. President Franklin Pierce appointed him as a Federal Court Judge on the United States Court of Claims, a position he held until his death in 1859. His body is interred at Crown Hill Cemetery in Indianapolis. 

Indiana Colonization Society

Groups promoting emancipation of slaves and supporting colonization of them back to Africa began organizing in Indiana in 1825. The American Colonization Society had formed in 1816 in New Jersey. The group had helped found the country of Liberia on the western coast of Africa to establish these colonies. The ACS encouraged states for form local chapters. The ACS formed out abolitionist groups that wished to end slavery in the United States.

Blackford County Courthouse

Visitors to Hartford City, Indiana will find this historical marker on the courthouse square. 

Title of Marker:

Blackford County Courthouse

Location:

110 W. Washington Street at south entrance to courthouse, Hartford City. (Blackford County, Indiana)

Installed by:

Erected 1994 Indiana Historical Bureau and Blackford Lodge #106 F. & A.M.

Marker ID #: 

05.1994.1

Marker Text: 

Blackford County's second courthouse, featuring a 165 foot high clock tower, was built on foundation stones from nearby Montpelier quarries. At a cost of $129, 337.83, this Richardsonian Romanesque structure was constructed 1893-1895. 

Listed in National Register of Historic Places, 1980.

#06000522

Brief History by the Author

Hartford City Courthouse Square Historic District

The Blackford County Courthouse is part of the larger Hartford City Courthouse Square Historic District. 

The Hartford City Courthouse Square Historic District is roughly bounded by Franklin, Walnut, Water and Mulberry Streets. There are forty-five historic structures in the district with a mix of retail and public uses. Architecture types include Late Victorian, Italianate, Romanesque, renaissance and art deco. Most of these buildings were erected during the 1879 - 1947 period. The nineteen-acre region was listed on the National Register Of Historic Places on June 21, 2006. 
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