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RENEE WATCHED AS HER boyfriend Tom leaned closer and whispered something in Julie’s ear. Julie laughed and placed her hand on his chest in a familiar way. Too familiar, Renee thought. She had been suspicious about those two the whole evening, and they way that she touched him only inflamed things.

Renee left her drink on the bar and crossed the room, weaving her way through the mass of guests milling around. It had been a long and mostly entertaining evening. She was beginning to understand why Tom was so passionate about his work: his coworkers were a lot of fun to be around.

“Hey, baby, I was wondering where you’d gone,” Renee said as she approached Tom and Julie. “Did you forget about me?”

“Hi, honey,” he said, slipping his arm around Renee’s waist. “Sorry, I just ran into Julie and we got to talking again.”

“Yeah, I saw,” Renee said. “Julie, I’m so glad I finally got to meet you. Tom talks about you all the time.”

“Well, he should,” Julie said with a grin. “He couldn’t run the office without me.” She backed up a step and held Tom at arm’s length. “But when you first got hired, I had my doubts.”

“Really? Why was that?”

“You had such poor social skills. Even for a software developer,” she said. “And you were kind of a geek, Tom.”

He laughed. “Yeah, this coming from the girl who named her cat Gandalf. That’s not geeky at all,” he said, earning a slap on the arm from Julie.

Renee turned to Tom. “So, do you think we should head back to the room? It’s getting late.”

“Yeah, I suppose so. Goodnight, Jules,” he said, kissing Julie on the cheek.

“Actually I’ll go with you two,” Julie said. “I want to get out of here before Lloyd from accounting asks me to dance again. I’m not sure which is worse, the dandruff or the bad breath.”

The three of them left the ballroom and made their way through the hotel to their rooms, which were right across from each other.

“Okay, so goodnight,” Tom said, again going to kiss Julie on the cheek. She quickly hugged him before smiling briefly at Renee and turning to enter her room.

“You and Julie are really close,” Renee said as soon as they entered their room.

Tom smiled. “Of course we are,” he said. “We’ve been working together for years. I’d say she’s one of my best friends. Ever since I got hired there, Jules and I hit it off.”

“That’s nice,” Renee said. “Did you ever think you’d be more than friends?”

“What do you mean?”

“You know, was there ever an...attraction between you two?”

“What? No, of course not,” he said. “That’s silly.”

“It’s not silly,” she said. “These things happen.”

“Well, it didn’t happen for us...” he trailed off as Renee knelt in front of him and began undoing his trousers. “Baby, what are you doing?”

“I just have a few more questions for you,” she said, pulling his pants down to his knees. She gently rubbed him through his boxers.
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