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	Epigraph

	Forward

	Read me once

	and you will see the dark

	Read me twice

	and the dark becomes light

	 


 

	 

	 

	 

	Backward

	and the dark becomes light

	Read me twice

	and you will see the dark

	Read me once

	 

	 

	
 

	 

	 

	Dedication

	Forward

	For everyone who believes

	that the story is already written

	and cannot be changed

	I offer these words

	as proof

	that endings are just beginnings

	in disguise

	read backward

	 


 

	 

	 

	 

	Backward

	read backward

	in disguise

	that endings are just beginnings

	as proof

	I offer these words

	and cannot be changed

	that the story is already written

	For everyone who believes
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Author's Note

	These poems were not written twice. Each one was composed as a single act of attention, descending line by line into its subject, then tested by the return journey. Some survived the reversal intact. Many did not. What remains in this collection are the poems that proved themselves true in both directions — not because the words changed, but because the reader does.

	The bidirectional form is not a constraint. It is a lens. It reveals that despair and hope are not opposites but perspectives — two ways of reading the same evidence. Yet some poems here refuse that consolation. Some reversals deepen the wound rather than heal it. Some expose complicity rather than offer grace. And some — the interludes — allow the form to laugh at itself without losing its seriousness of intent.

	Read each poem downward first. Then read it upward. Notice what shifts. That shift — whether toward light, toward darker recognition, or toward wry self-awareness — is the poem's real subject.

	 

	 

	
How To Read This Book

	Forward

	Begin at the top

	let the words carry you down

	into the depths

	When you reach the bottom

	do not stop





