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Glossary of Terms
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Pharaoh – The ruler of ancient Egypt, considered both a king and a divine representative of the gods.

Priestess – A female religious leader serving in temples, performing rituals, and safeguarding sacred knowledge.

Lady Nefru – A historical priestess referenced in Layla’s visions, keeper of the Sacred Veil during the 15th century BCE.

Philae Island – An island in the Nile, known for its Temple of Isis; central to Layla’s spiritual and past-life memories.

Temple of Isis – Ancient Egyptian temple dedicated to the goddess Isis, associated with magic, healing, and motherhood.

Karnak – A vast temple complex in Luxor, Egypt, dedicated primarily to the god Amun.

Sacred Veil – A ceremonial fabric adorned with gold threads, used in temple rituals, symbol of protection, devotion, and hidden knowledge.

Golden Cobra – A recurring symbol in Layla’s visions; represents protection, divine authority, and spiritual guidance.

Lotus Flower – A symbol of rebirth, purity and spiritual awakening; in ancient Egyptian culture.

Ankh – The Egyptian symbol of life, often held by gods and pharaohs in temple reliefs.

Déjà Vu / Soul Memory – The sense of having lived through a past event; in the story, it represents Layla’s recollection of her past life.

Veil (between past and present) – The metaphysical boundary separating current life from past-life memories; thins as Layla reconnects with her ancient self.

Reincarnation / Past Life – The spiritual concept, that souls return in different lifetimes; central to Layla’s journey of remembering.

Chant / Ritual – Sacred sounds or actions performed during temple ceremonies to honor the gods or activate spiritual power.

High Priest of Amun – An influential religious figure in ancient Egypt, often linked to temple governance and sacred knowledge.
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CHAPTER 1: THE RESTLESS HEART
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Layla sat at her desk, staring at the glowing computer screen as the afternoon sun spilled in through the office blinds. Numbers, deadlines, and polite emails blurred together. Her life felt small, as though it was happening inside a box — neat, organized, and suffocating. 

Outside, the world moved on without her. Friends from university married, had children, posted pictures of smiling families at picnics. Layla smiled back through her phone screen, but inside, a quiet ache spread wider every year.

Sometimes she caught herself gazing out of the bus window and imagining a life far away — a city where no one knew her name, where she could be someone else entirely.

Her father tried to hide his worry behind folded newspapers and long silences, but her mother spoke more plainly.

“You’re thirty-four, Layla. You can’t be alone forever. People talk.”

Layla knew. She heard the whispers at weddings, the pitying smiles from neighbors, the way aunts would tilt their heads and say, “You’re too picky, my darling.” But it wasn’t pickiness — it was a yearning for something deeper. She didn’t just want a husband; she wanted a soul mate, someone whose presence felt like a home coming.

In the end, she told them the only truth she could:

“I need to see the world before I can belong to anyone.”

It was half bravery, half escape. And when the ticket was finally in her hand, she felt the first flutter of something that might have been freedom... or fate.

The airplane door opened to a gust of crisp air, nothing like the dense warmth of home. Melbourne’s sky stretched above her — sharp blue, endless, unblinking.

The first weeks passed in a blur of unpacking, searching for work, and trying to remember which tram went where. 

The city was both exhilarating and lonely. Its streets hummed with strangers’ voices, the smell of coffee and rain on pavement.
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