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Cyber – Parts 1 to 4

By David Sloma
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Seamless data flow brings words and images together on a screen. Two beings inside the data stream. Lovers. But what is real? And how will they be together?
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This title is also available in paperback.
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​Introduction
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Cyber was the first short story I sold. What a thrill and sense of accomplishment that was! It was the result of many years of writing, studying, reading, and honing my skills. And a collection of rejection slips, notices, emails, and letters.

While not the first of my writing that was ever published, Cyber was the first piece of my fiction that anyone had paid me money for (not counting a writing contest or two where I received a cash prize). From then on, I would be able to call myself a “professional writer” – if only I had known the still long, hard road ahead of me to fully realize that goal! Even if I had known (I surely suspected) it would have done little to deter me from continuing to write.

Since that first tale received such a good reception (Cyber - Part 1, then just titled Cyber), I decided to expand on the story it contained, and it has now grown into four parts. All the parts are collected here. 
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I hope you enjoy them.
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David Sloma

June 2015
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​Cyber – Part 1
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Seamless data flow brings words and images together on a screen. Two beings inside the data stream: the Cyberworld. Unaware of each other, but soon to meet; Xavier, a boy on the edge of being a man, and Lenore, a woman with deep beauty, her soul old and wise. Representations of human beings, avatars, they are called. Wandering through endless landscapes and corridors, they look small and lost, like thousands of tiny jewels sparkling in newly fallen snow. They are alone in the machine’s pixilated space. 

Data creeps across the visual field, becomes pictures. They see each other’s avatars. Xavier sends out a “Hi” and a “Hello” answers from Lenore. He taps the keys, and then squeezes into a reflex glove so he can touch her hand so far away. They join hands in phase-space and feel the electronic touch of the other. So real, yet they are so far apart. 
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