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2 Corinthians 5:18-19

18 All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation: 

19 that God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not counting people’s sins against them. And he has committed to us the message of reconciliation. 

For those of us now living “In Christ” we have a ministry. It has been given to us by God and has come through Christ and it is the ministry of reconciliation. It is our life message, and it is the message that God will bless every time we speak it. We are not only called to restore relationships back to God but also to each other. 

Forgiveness will be the most used tool in our toolbox. Where there is hostility, we will sow love and forgiveness, animosity –kindness, hatred –love, alienation-unity and the list goes on. Reconciliation is a full-time ministry blessed by God and strengthened by His Spirit to carry out. Let us look at our new job description for our ministry now “In Christ”.  Jesus has passed the torch to us now living in Him.

Isaiah 61:1-3

61 The Spirit of the Sovereign Lord is on me,

because the Lord has anointed me

to proclaim good news to the poor.

He has sent me to bind up the broken-hearted,

to proclaim freedom for the captives

and release from darkness for the prisoners,

2 to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor

and the day of vengeance of our God,

to comfort all who mourn,

3  and provide for those who grieve in Zion—

to bestow on them a crown of beauty

instead of ashes,

the oil of joy

instead of mourning,

and a garment of praise

instead of a spirit of despair.

They will be called oaks of righteousness,

a planting of the Lord

for the display of his splendor.

LET OUR STUDY BEGIN:

2 Corinthians 5:18

18 All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation:

Have you ever wondered if God had a ministry for you and did you ever think it was this ministry of reconciliation?

(Please Write Your Answer In Your Journal Or Notebook)

Do you know your particular gifting and abilities that God has given you and how do you see it fitting into your ministry of reconciliation? 

(Please Write Your Answer In Your Journal Or Notebook)

Have you found yourself operating in your ministry even unknowingly?

(Please Write Your Answer In Your Journal Or Notebook)

Share sometimes you felt your ministry as a reconciler being blessed or strengthened by God.

(Please Write Your Answer In Your Journal Or Notebook)

2 Corinthians 5:19

19 that God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not counting people’s sins against them. And he has committed to us the message of reconciliation.

Have you ever witnessed those attempting to win certain people to the Lord but bringing them under judgment?

(Please Write Your Answer In Your Journal Or Notebook)

What kind of fruit came from their attempt? Did the people draw near to God or back off? 

(Please Write Your Answer In Your Journal Or Notebook)

The judgment we speak of in this case is not discerning that their ways are sinful but rather labeling them i.e. a loser, an alcoholic, a bum, a crook, a liar, a thief and the list goes on. The moment we put a label on them we have put them in a box and shut the lid. We have also indicated we do not love them the way God does because Jesus died for them while they were yet sinners.

And he has committed to us the message of reconciliation.

Do you take your ministry seriously or have you not given it much thought?

(Please Write Your Answer In Your Journal Or Notebook)

Isaiah 61:1

61 The Spirit of the Sovereign Lord is on me,

because the Lord has anointed me

to proclaim good news to the poor.

He has sent me to bind up the broken-hearted,

to proclaim freedom for the captives

and release from darkness for the prisoners,

Did you think this ministry of Christ stopped with Him when He died or did you think that it would carry on somehow? Explain.

(Please Write Your Answer In Your Journal Or Notebook)

Coming to the revelation perhaps even tonight; that you are the one God has chosen to carry on this ministry what thoughts do you have about that?

(Please Write Your Answer In Your Journal Or Notebook)

Have you experienced your blessed ministry in any capacity knowingly or unknowingly? Share some experiences with the group.

(Please Write Your Answer In Your Journal Or Notebook)

For those of us now living “In Christ” the word of deliverance has been put in our mouths. The word of healing and freedom is also on our lips. That means when we speak deliverance, healing or liberty to those in need God will set them free through our ministry. You are His reconciler now so start setting the captives free!!

Isaiah 61:2-3

2 to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor

and the day of vengeance of our God,

to comfort all who mourn,

3  and provide for those who grieve in Zion—

to bestow on them a crown of beauty

instead of ashes,

the oil of joy

instead of mourning,

and a garment of praise

instead of a spirit of despair.

They will be called oaks of righteousness,

a planting of the Lord

for the display of his splendor.

For those of us now living “In Christ” part of our inheritance is to release those living under a terrible grief and sorrow, Speaking God’s Peace and Blessing is part of that deliverance but also understanding that it’s God’s Holy Spirit that replaces their darkness.

Have you ever witnessed anyone living under grief and sorrow past two years and it didn’t look like they were getting any stronger only weaker?

(Please Write Your Answer In Your Journal Or Notebook)

Did you feel powerless to help them? Did you share their pain and grief?

(Please Write Your Answer In Your Journal Or Notebook)

Isaiah 61:2-3 is like your marching orders or your permission papers from God to do the job and set the captives free “In Christ”. 

Have you ever exercised your ministry in bringing freedom to the captive’s share a time or times with the group that you did and what did you see?

(Please Write Your Answer In Your Journal Or Notebook)

They will be called oaks of righteousness,

a planting of the Lord

for the display of his splendor.

These words speak of those now living “In Christ” doing the stuff of Isaiah 61.

EXERCISE TIME:

Take a few minutes on sticky notes write as many negative labels that you can think of; two words max. Such as “loser”, drunken bum, pothead, freak, airhead, stupid, idiot and the list goes on. Choose a person from the group preferably a volunteer; have them sit on a chair in the middle of the room.

Stick a label on them and speak it out to the rest of the group. Choose 5 people and lets call them “reconcilers” and one by one let them go up and remove one of the negative labels and speak the opposite of what is on the label.
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