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For all of those who know the ache of being separated from a loved one... and the eternity of how love connects us.
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Chapter 1 - Saying Goodbye
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~ * * * ~ * * * ~

PHOEBE

“I love you all so much.”

I lay there in the stasis chamber, the roof of it open so my family could still touch me and say their goodbyes. Tears filled my eyes. It didn’t matter that I might live. It didn’t matter that they might find a cure for my cancer 50, 100, 200 years from now.

By the time I woke up everyone I had ever loved would be gone. That’s what mattered. Fresh tears rolled down my cheeks like unstoppable mini-tsunamis.

“SSSHHHH. Sweet girl, we love you so much. When you wake up, know that our love will be here for you. We will be looking down on you, cheering you on, believing in you, honey. No matter what happens, sweetheart, we will never, ever stop loving you.”

Mom’s words were intended to comfort me, but they instead felt like a gut punch - a reminder that once I woke up I would be all alone. I felt myself close to panicking. Suddenly the tube, despite its clear contours, felt cloyingly like a coffin or sarcophagus. My heart pounded.
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