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PREFACE:




The development of the railroads during the 1840s enabled the importation of materials such as marble and granite for the construction of more elaborate commercial and residential structures. The steamboat building industry coupled with river commerce brought prosperity to Cincinnati establishing it by 1850 as the fastest growing city in the United States. The population exceeded over 100,000 crammed into an area of approximately seven square miles




The Italianate design style took root during 1865 within the Over-the-Rhine district. As Cincinnati commercially peaked by the mid twentieth century, some of the most innovative architectural designs emerged, notably Art Deco gems such as the Union Train Terminal, Carew Tower and the upgraded John Shillito Center. Entering the new Millennium, Cincinnati selected famed architect Zaha Hadid for her first American commission with the design of the Contemporary Art Center.




This illustrated edition profiles over 110 historic and iconic structures buildings the 19th century until the present age. The majority of the older structures have undergone major renovations and identity transformations. The results have created a reinvigorated city still setting a standard for integrating the historic with the contemporary.



Architects and firms credited include James W. McLaughlin, Walter W. Ahischlager, Delano & Aldrich, Henry Hobson Richardson, Samuel Hannaford and Sons, Fellheimer & Wagner, Philippe Cret, James Keys Wilson, Cesar Pelli, Isaiah Rogers, Cass Gilbert, Thomas J. Emery, Harry Hake, Rapp & Meacham, Charles B. Hannaford, Boora Architects, HOK Sport, GBBN, Gyo Obata, Frederick W. Garber, James W. McLaughlin, George Roth, Walter & Stewart, Joseph G. Steinkamp & Brother, Franz Ignatz Erd, James Keys Wilson, Louis A. Simon, Edwin Proctor, Hoover & Furr, and Glaser & Associates.
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Cincinnati’s Historical Presbyterian Worship Origins

Covenant-First Presbyterian Church:

717 Elm Street, Cincinnati




At the confluence of the north bank of the Ohio and Licking Rivers, European settlers founded the city of Cincinnati. The original name of the settlement was Losantiville, but was changed to Cincinnati in 1790 to honor a group of Revolutionary War veterans of the Society of Cincinnati. The group was named after Roman statesman Lucius Quinctius Cincinnati, renowned for his virtue and simplicity.




During that era, southern Ohio was essentially wilderness and survival became paramount. A fortress was constructed to protect settlers against Native American warriors, primarily the Miami. The tribe’s objective became to eradicate the growing numbers of colonists migrating west, but the odds against their success proved overwhelming.




Once President George Washington ordered General Arthur St. Clair to suppress the Indian Menace the casualties became steep. A series of cavalry military victories leading up to 1795, eventually brokered peace into Ohio.




In January 1789, surveyor Israel Ludlow mapped out the community that would become Cincinnati. He outlined a city public area that would include a Presbyterian Church. The genesis of the congregation commenced the following year on the west side of Main Street, slightly north of Fourth Street.




Subscriptions were accumulated from every male resident to fund the construction of a 30’x40’ frame building that would become the Covenant First Presbyterian Church, the oldest congregation west of the Allegheny Mountains. The building was enclosed with clapboards, but neither lathed, plastered or even affixed with a ceiling. The floor consisted of boat planks and seating supported by blocks of wood. 




For security purposes at services, members were required to tote their rifles in the event of Native American tribal attacks. Failure to do so resulted in fines being assessed. The Reverend Kemper delivered his sermons while standing on a barrel before the attendees.




In 1815, a more elaborate church featuring two square towers with conical turret replaced the primitive structure. The building was informally nicked named the two-horned church. Fifteen years later, an independent sect of the congregation broke away and constructed a Grecian styled edifice becoming the Second Presbyterian Church.




In 1851, First Presbyterian constructed a new facility near the location of their previous two churches. The Gothic spire was topped with a golden hand pointing skyward. The Second Presbyterian Church selected a serene location outside of the hectic financial district. The First Presbyterian construction was completed and dedicated in April 1875 and would ultimately become the site of the multi-congregational Covenant-First Presbyterian Church.







During the early twentieth century, numerous church mergers were necessitated by the altering economy resulting in urban population stagnation. By 1933, the First Presbyterian Church and the Church of the Covenant combined to create the present congregation name. The result is an amalgamation of seven former independent entities.
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A Colossal Swath of Barren Real Estate Evolves Into A Cosmopolitan City

Betts House:

416 Clark Street, Cincinnati




Currently compressed into a residential neighborhood, William Betts’ House is considered the oldest residence in Cincinnati. The diminutive size camouflages the expanse and prestige it formerly commanded. Betts was established in New Jersey, but dreamed of westward migration to secure his fortune. He and his wife, Phebe, their seven children, and his parents traveled by flatboat during 1799 to Cincinnati. They became so enamored by the territory that they remained.




He lent money to a local tavern keeper short on cashflow. He accepted as payment 111 acres of barren property. The land stretched until Mill Creek, laden with clay deposits enabling the creation of bricks. His 1804 completed residence comprised of two stories with a single room on each level.




As his family continued to expand with twelve children, he added a subsequent two-story and two-room addition six years later.




William Betts died in 1815, but strategized the fate for his property in his will. The 111 acres were partitioned when his younger son turned 21 in 1833. Only 11 acres remained surrounding the farmhouse. Today it appears unimaginable that such massive acreage could dissipate so rapidly. Yet, the planned division of parcels enabled Cincinnati to evolve ultimately into an urban city.
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A Chronology of Catholicism Within Cincinnati

Saint Francis Xavier Church:

611 Sycamore Street, Cincinnati

Saint Peter-in-Chains Basilica:

325 W Eighth Street, Cincinnati




In 1811, the initial Catholic Mass was celebrated inside the residence of Michael Scott and conducted by Dominican Father Edward Fenwick. He would become the first bishop of the newly established diocese. Seven years later, the first Catholic Church would be constructed outside of the city limits and be called St. Patrick. The initial Mass inside was conducted on Sunday, April 11, 1819. Pope Pius VII would designate Cincinnati into an episcopal diocese two years later.




The site of the church proved problematic due to the muddy winter roads. In 1822, the small Cathedral then called Christ Church was placed on rollers and transported to its present site. The cathedral was dedicated to St. Peter during December 1826. Additional property was purchased next to the building and a seminary and college were constructed and established. In 1840, Jesuits were brought in to operate the two educational institutions. St. Francis Xavier Church was officially named in 1859. The adjacent seminary would move to a Price Hill location in 1848. Xavier University and St. Xavier High School would operate next door before relocating in 1920 and 1960 respectively due to space constraints and demand for expansion.




Saint Peter-in-Chains Basilica would be constructed during 1845 in the Greek Revival style. The church would allude to the biblical story regarding the liberation by an angel of the Apostle Peter when King Herod Agrippa imprisoned him. The new downtown structure would be designated as a cathedral by the diocese and placed under the patronage of St. Francis Xavier. The St. Francis Xavier Church would become designated a parish once the basilica was officially titled.




Within the entire United States, Saint Peter-in-Chains Church is uniquely designed with Greek-themed mosaics depicting the Stations of the Cross, ornate Corinthian columns and massive bronze portals. The crucifix was designed by master Italian goldsmith and sculptor Benvenuto Cellini, apse by Anton Wending, and murals by Carl Zimmerman.




St. Peter’s distinctive solitary spire is composed of white limestone and rises 224 feet above street level. The columns measure 33 feet high representing the number of years that Jesus lived. During the 1950s following significant deterioration, the building would undergo significant restoration. In 1977, Polish Archbishop Karol Wojtyla visited. The following year, he would be elected the popular and charismatic Pope John Paul II.
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A Global Art Collection of Impeccable Standards

Taft Museum of Art:

316 Pike Street, Cincinnati




The Taft Museum of Art is considered the oldest wooden domestic structure in Cincinnati completed in 1820 within nine-acres owned by then Mayor Martin Baum. He was elected twice to the position during 1807 and 1812. During his second term he acquired the land. He became unable to complete his visionary plans due to financial constraints. 




Banker and winemaker Nicholas Longworth acquired the home in 1829 and hired noted black artist Robert S. Duncanson to paint landscape murals in the foyer. Longworth continued to reside there until his death at 80. 




Irish millionaire and pig iron industrialist David Sinton then purchased the property. His daughter Anna Sinton would inherit his fortune and the residence upon his death. She would marry lawyer, publisher and politician Charles Taft, the building’s final private proprietor.




Charles Taft was the half-brother of 27th American President William Howard Taft. The house became publicly noteworthy when Taft made his presidential nomination acceptance speech from the portico. 




Charles carved out his own impressive and distinctive credentials. He was the editor of the Cincinnati Times-Star and owner of the professional baseball Philadelphia Phillies and Chicago Cubs. His marriage to Anna Sinton was an ideal compliment for both sharing tastes and aesthetics. The couple traveled internationally and purchased art from the finest galleries.




By 1908, their collection was considered to be the finest within the Midwest showcasing pedigree works by Goya, Corot, Rousseau, Rembrandt and other notables. Charles died in 1915 at the age of 86. The following year Anna followed after donating $5 million to the University of Cincinnati for a memorial honoring her husband. She bequeathed the mansion to the city of Cincinnati.
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