
        
            [image: cover]
        

    

 




Goldendoodles

 


The Owners Guide from Puppy to Old Age

 


Choosing, Caring for, Grooming, Health,
Training and Understanding Your Goldendoodle Dog

 


By Alan Kenworthy

 


Copyright 2015 - Published by Alan Kenworthy
at Smashwords.

 


This e-book is licensed for your personal
enjoyment only. This e-book may not be re-sold or given away to
other people. If you would like to share this book with another
person, please purchase an additional copy for each recipient.

 


If you are reading this book and did not
purchase it, or it was not purchased for your use only, then please
return to Smashwords.com and purchase your own copy. Thank you for
respecting the hard work of this author.

 


This book is also available in paperback at
most online retailers.


Copyright and Trademarks

 


All rights reserved. No part of this book may
be reproduced or transferred in any form or by any means, graphic,
electronic, or mechanical, including photocopying, recording,
taping, or by any information storage retrieval system, without the
written permission of the author.

 


This e-book is copyright protected and is NOT
free. You may NOT give it away! If you do, legal proceedings will
be started for copyright infringement and compensation for
potential loss of earnings.

 


This publication is Copyright 2015 by CWP
Publishing.

 


A catalogue record for this book is available
from the British library.

 


All products, publications, software and
services mentioned and recommended in this publication are
protected by trademarks. In such instance, all trademarks &
copyright belong to the respective owners.

 


Disclaimer and Legal Notice

 


This product is not legal or accounting
advice and should not be interpreted in that manner. You need to do
your own due-diligence to determine if the content of this product
is right for you. While every attempt has been made to verify the
information shared in this publication, neither the author nor the
affiliates assume any responsibility for errors, omissions or
contrary interpretation of the subject matter herein. Any perceived
slights to any specific person(s) or organization(s) are purely
unintentional.

 


We have no control over the nature, content
and availability of the web sites listed in this book. The
inclusion of any web site links does not necessarily imply a
recommendation or endorse the views expressed within them. CWP
Publishing takes no responsibility for, and will not be liable for,
the websites being temporarily unavailable or being removed from
the internet.

 


The accuracy and completeness of information
provided herein and opinions stated herein are not guaranteed or
warranted to produce any particular results, and the advice and
strategies contained herein may not be suitable for every
individual. The author shall not be liable for any loss incurred as
a consequence of the use and application, directly or indirectly,
of any information presented in this work. This publication is
designed to provide information in regard to the subject matter
covered.

 


Neither the author nor the publisher assume
any responsibility for any errors or omissions, nor do they
represent or warrant that the ideas, information, actions, plans,
suggestions contained in this book are in all cases accurate. It is
the reader’s responsibility to find advice before putting anything
written in this book into practice. The information in this book is
not intended to serve as legal advice.

 


Foreword

 


Once you’ve read this book, you will have all
the information you need to make a well-informed decision about
whether or not the Goldendoodle is the breed for you, and you will
know how to care for them at every stage of their life.

 


As an owner, expert trainer and professional
dog whisperer, I would like to teach you the human side of the
equation, so you can learn how to think more like your dog and
eliminate behavioral problems with your pet.

 


If you’re someone like me, who encounters
many dogs in their daily life, you may suddenly be hearing the word
“doodle” a lot. This is shorthand for various hybrid or “designer”
dogs that have a Poodle for a parent.

 


My first experience with a “doodle” was a
Labradoodle, a breed originally cultivated as a low-allergy guide
dog. The mix proved so successful in the eyes of almost everyone
who encountered the dogs that other Poodle mixes began being
developed.

 


The second “doodle” to gain notoriety was the
Cockapoo, a cross between a Cocker Spaniel and Poodle. Then the
Goldendoodle (or Goldypoo) entered the mix out of a desire for a
slightly larger “doodle” cross.

 


Goldendoodles live up to the hybrid
expectation. They tend to exhibit extremely balanced personalities
and high intelligence. I think they are fantastic family dogs and
certainly a breed that gets on well with children.

 


I can’t say enough good things about the
Goldendoodle, and can heartily recommend him as a near-perfect
canine friend.
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Chapter 1 – Meet the Goldendoodle

 


Among the many hybrid dogs available, the
“Goldendoodle” is a favorite for its well-balanced personality.
Friendly, gentle, affectionate and smart, the breed rarely shows
aggression. A Goldendoodle (sometimes called a Goldypoo in the UK)
is a superb family pet and one of the most successful of all hybrid
crosses.
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The mix starts with crossing a Golden
Retriever and a Poodle. Deeper generations involve crossing
Goldendoodles back to either parent breed or breeding two
Goldendoodles together.

 


Not all Goldendoodles look the same. There
are three coat types – wavy, curly and flat. The wavy and curly
coats will continue to grow and will need periodic visits to the
groomer, typically every 8 weeks. These coat types will need to be
brushed regularly to prevent matting. The flat coats typically shed
and do not need trims or daily brushing.

 


Goldendoodles have a reputation as an
excellent “first time” dog. They respond well to training, which is
a must. Goldendoodles are so “high” on life, they can bowl over
children and smaller adults with an exuberant greeting.

 


Beyond that, however, they are easy to care
for and delightfully people oriented. A Goldendoodle has one
thought in mind when he comes into your life: “Hi! Let’s be best
friends!”

 


They crave the company of people and excel as
therapy and service dogs. The breed has an unusual capacity for
intuition and can read human emotion with uncanny accuracy. While
an excellent trait in a companion dog, a Goldendoodle does not like
to be left alone for long periods of time. Some dogs can develop
separation anxiety that may manifest with destructive chewing and
digging, although proper training can prevent this.

 


A Goldendoodle needs at least 30 minutes of
daily exercise and makes an excellent jogging or swimming buddy.
They love water and will dive right in a pool or lake, or just
chase the sprinkler in the front yard.

 


Playful by nature, these dogs like to hear
their owners laugh and will invent games to get you involved in the
fun.

 


Goldendoodles always seem to be smiling!
They’ll play fetch until they drop and are naturals at agility
sports. The more intellectually challenging the task, the
better.

 


The breed is typically healthy but can be
subject to any disease or condition present in either Golden
Retrievers or Poodles. We discuss this more in our chapter on
health.

 


Goldendoodle Breed History and Genetics

 


Goldendoodles were developed in the 1990s in
North America and Australia, building off the wild success of the
Labradoodle and Cockapoo mixes. The goal was to achieve a slightly
larger “doodle” with the desired traits of minimal shedding and low
dander production, making them better tolerated by allergy
sufferers than other breeds.

 


Since the breed is still relatively “new,” it
is quite common for available puppies to be first generation (F1)
crosses between a Golden Retriever and a Standard Poodle. The
typical mature weight is 50-75 lbs.

 


When an F1 Goldendoodle is bred back to a
Standard Poodle, their puppies are known as F1b dogs. F1b dogs are
likely to have a fuller, curlier coat with about a 90% chance of
being non-shedding.

 


If an F1 Goldendoodle is bred to another F1,
the puppies would be classified as F2s.

 


The multigen Goldendoodle (short for
multigeneration) is the product of breeding two Goldendoodle
parents that are at least second generation crosses. They were
first bred in 2006.

 


Now, multigens are quite commonplace with
breeders who have moved on to higher generations, breeding into the
4th generation. Breeders have to spend time developing their lines
to the multigen level, so unless a new breeder buys Goldendoodle
breeding stock from another breeder, they have to start with a
Golden Retriever and Poodle. The multigen Goldendoodle is gaining
popularity as more breeders are breeding deeper generations,
however, early generation Goldendoodles (F1s or F1bs) still remain
popular with many owners, as well as breeders.

 


Most wavy and curly multigens do not shed,
where flat-coated Goldendoodles will almost definitely have some
degree of mild shedding. The increased success of non-shedding
coats in the F1bs and multigens is the primary reason for the
growing popularity of the deeper generations of Goldendoodles.

 


Given the Goldendoodle is a cross of the
Golden Retriever and the Poodle, some insight into the foundation
breeds is helpful to understand what you are getting.

 


Golden Retrievers

 


The Golden Retriever is a popular and
much-beloved dog, prized for his gentle, intelligent nature and
unwavering loyalty. A Golden is one of the most reliable of all
canines.

 


They are friendly even with strangers and
fantastic family dogs, exhibiting supreme patience and
protectiveness with children. They love attention and are playful
and fun companions.

 


The coat ranges from blonde to a deep red and
is considered somewhat long. The breed stands 21-24 inches
(53.34-60.96 cm) and weighs 60-85 lbs. / 27.2-38.5 kg.

 


Standard Poodle

 


The Standard Poodle is an active, intelligent
dog. They do not shed and are excellent family companions, although
given to territoriality and a strong protective streak.

 


They are very good with children and are
excellent watchdogs. Nothing goes on in a Poodle’s world that he
doesn’t notice and evaluate.

 


A Standard Poodle stands 15-27 inches
(38.1-68.58 cm) and weighs 45-70 lbs. / 20.5-32 kg. They are
long-legged, lean dogs that come in a variety of colors.
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But Wait! There’s More!

 


So far I’ve only discussed Goldendoodles with
a Standard Poodle parent, but there are also Toy and Mini Poodles,
and the European Golden Retriever. When these possibilities are
thrown into the “Doodle” mix, the classification of the
Goldendoodle gets much more complex.

 


Size is often used to draw the
distinction:

 


Petite range: Height below 14 inches,
typically 25 lbs. or less (11.36kg).

 


Miniature range: Height over 14 but
under 17 inches (35cm to 42cm) at the withers, typically 26-35 lbs.
(11.82-15.91kg).

 


Medium range: Height over 17 but under
21 inches (43cm to 52cm) at the withers, typically 36-50 lbs.
(16.36-22.73kg).

 


Standard range: Height over 21 inches
(53cm to 63cm) at the withers, typically 51 or more lbs.
(23.18kg).

 


The European Golden Retriever is used to
breed the English Cream Goldendoodle (sometimes called the “Teddy
Bear” Goldendoodle). These dogs are stockier with square heads, a
broad muzzle and shorter legs. They tend to be solid and less lanky
than their American counterparts. The coat also is denser and
thicker.

 


Physical Characteristics of the
Goldendoodle

 


Clearly in describing the physical
characteristics of the Goldendoodle, the range of attributes is
broad:

 


• Height: 12-32 inches / 30.48-81.28
cm at the withers.

• Weight: 9-150 lbs. / 4-68 kg

• Colors: Cream/Blonde, Golden,
Apricot, Red, Chocolate, Silver, Black, White.

 


There are also frosted, phantom and tricolor
coat variations.

 


Most Goldendoodles have brown eyes, but
green, blue, amber and multi-colors are also possible.

 


The coat will be shaggy (wavy), curly or
smooth (flat) depending on the genetic mix of the individual.

 


Amy Lane of Fox Creek Farm gives us an
insight into the probability of coat types:

 


“I find the same variety in a multigen litter
as you would find in an F1 or F1b litter. Some dogs carry for curl
and some dogs don’t. We can now test for this. It is a recessive
gene.

 


Therefore, if both parents carry for curl,
the entire litter will be curly. If one parent carries for curl and
one doesn’t, you will have a mixed litter of wavy and curly
puppies.

 


If both parents do not carry for curl, you
will have all wavy puppies. This is the same for the flat coat. The
gene is called the IC (incorrect coat gene). Again, this gene is
recessive meaning both parents have to be a carrier for some of the
puppies to have the flat coat.

 


Since Poodles typically do not carry the IC
gene and do carry for curl and the Golden Retriever is the
opposite, F1 litters typically have a mix of wavy and curly coats
and no flat coated puppies. Most F1s carry the IC gene and that is
the reason breeding two F2s together gives flat coats. I have
successfully avoided producing flat-coated puppies since this DNA
marker has been discovered.”

 


Hypoallergenic

 


Nathan Crockett of Best Goldendoodles has
some useful clarifications on this much-misunderstood term: “A lot
of confusion persists in the dog world about whether a particular
breed is ‘hypoallergenic.‘ Most people think the term
hypoallergenic means non-allergenic. Hypoallergenic does NOT mean
non-allergenic. The prefix ‘hypo-’ simply means ‘below.’ Someone
suffering from hypothermia has a body temperature significantly
below normal. So something that is hypoallergenic has a below
average chance of causing allergies. In this sense, many low to
non-shedding breeds of dogs are truly hypoallergenic, because they
are less likely to cause allergies than other breeds of dogs. Since
many Goldendoodles have low to no shedding (especially F1b crosses
and even more so the multigens), they can be called
hypoallergenic.

 


Additionally, not all allergies are caused by
shedding hair. The vast majority of dog allergies are due to
reactions to dog hair or dog hair dander, but occasionally people
are allergic to dog saliva (which obviously can’t be solved by
getting a non-shedding dog).”
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Service Dogs

 


A service dog is a type of assistance dog
specifically trained to help people who have disabilities,
including visual difficulties, hearing impairments, mental illness,
seizures, diabetes, autism and more. Goldendoodles are excelling in
this role. Amy Lane of Fox Creek Farm tells us her personal
experiences:

 


“In 2003, I donated an F1 standard male
Goldendoodle puppy to Guide Dogs of America in Los Angeles, CA. I
felt that the Goldendoodle had the necessary qualities to excel in
service work. The puppy was appropriately named ‘Richter’ as his
coat was described as being similar to the Richter scale. As with
most service dogs, Richter was cared for and trained by a puppy
raiser for 18 months and then turned over to the organization for
more formalized training. He achieved his certification as the
first Goldendoodle seeing eye dog on 5/1/05.

 


Since then, Goldendoodles have been donated
by many breeders and trained as seeing eye dogs, service dogs,
hearing dogs, diabetic alert dogs and PTSD dogs. They have
participated in reading programs in schools and perhaps where they
have excelled the most is as therapy dogs that visit nursing homes
and hospitals.”

 


Goldendoodle Dog Breed Standard

 


As a hybrid or “designer” dog, there is no
set breed standard for the Goldendoodle as would be seen in a
recognized breed.

 


The Goldendoodle Association of North America
(GANA) determined at its inception that a breed standard would not
be developed until the multigen Goldendoodle was commonplace and
ideal standards could be determined.

 


They state “[t]he items below represent the
items determined to be important in the development of the
Goldendoodle and our member breeders have voted upon and agreed
that these will be the basis for which the rest of the breed
standard is created.”

 


• A balanced mix of physical characteristics
of the Golden Retriever and the Poodle;

 


• A consistently friendly, social temperament
similar to that of the Golden Retriever;

 


• Consists of Poodle and Golden Retriever
only – no other breed infusion is accepted;

 


• No tail docking or body altering other than
the removal of dew claws – dew claw removal is optional.

 


The Goldendoodle Puppy

 


Having a new puppy in the house can mean
dealing with the aftermath of a little dog’s big ideas. The babies
are so cute, though, it’s hard to stay mad at them long. In the
midst of all the fun, however, there are major responsibilities to
face. Puppies take work!

 


A dog’s adult temperament and behavior are
largely shaped during the first few weeks in a new home. As a pet
owner, you hope to have a happy companion that is obedient and well
mannered. Goldendoodles can be overly exuberant, but they respond
superbly to training, which is to your advantage.

 


You have a long “to do” list of goals with
your new friend:

 


• puppy proofing the house before the dog’s
arrival

• crate and house training

• establishing a healthy diet

• setting a grooming routine

• begin a program of socialization

 


This is the time to get ahead of undesirable
behaviors like jumping, whining and barking. It’s important to ask
yourself — and to be honest — about the amount of time you have to
spend with your Goldendoodle. That’s a question not just for today,
but for as much as 15 or 16 years down the road.

 


If your work, school and social schedules are
so active your dog will be sitting at home alone most of the time,
be responsible and don’t adopt a dog of any kind!

 


Goldendoodles love their humans and want to
be with them. Do not make a selfish decision about adoption. Think
about the long-term welfare of the Goldendoodle!

 


The Need for Socialization

 


Any breed can develop bad habits and become
an obnoxious nuisance. Plan on starting training with your
Goldendoodle by 10-12 weeks of age. (Most vets recommend that the
dog finish the required rabies, distemper and parvovirus
vaccinations before being taken to a class with other animals.)

 


When you send your dog to school, you are
there as a student as well. The Goldendoodle isn’t the only one who
needs to learn a few lessons. Your role is to be “leader of the
pack” and stop your very intelligent pet from getting away with
bloody murder. Trust me, a compliant human can be putty in the paws
of a Goldendoodle!

 


If you don’t know how to be the “alpha,” you
need to get to class and learn quickly, for your sake and for that
of your dog!

 


One or Two?

 


When you are sitting on the floor surrounded
by puppies, adopting two seems like the best idea in the world. You
might want to pause and take a breath. Adopting a single dog is a
big commitment. You are pledging your time and money to a living
creature. With the second dog, all of that doubles.

 


It is true that Goldendoodles will be happier
with a companion, but these are people dogs. If you aren’t careful,
you’ll just have two lonely, bored dogs on your hands, which means
twice the destruction when they start thinking of ways to entertain
and console themselves.
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